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ished to find themselves safe when they opened their

eyes. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).
(16) Blessed the wives of Brahmins. Krsna and his com-
panions one day travelled a long way along the banks
of the Kalindl. They felt very hungry and Krsna advis-

ed them to request for food at brahmin houses. They
begged for food the wives of brahmins, and the
wives happy at Krsna's presence there, came with food.
Krsna blessed them. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).
(17) Theft of clothes. Krsna once picked up the clothes
of the Gopa women who were bathing in the Kalindi and
climbed to the top of a tree with the clothes and play-
ed on his flute. The Gopa women came out of the river

and saluted Krsna with folded hands. He then returned
the clothes to them. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).
(18) Mount Govardhana used as Umbrella. Indra is the

rain-God. The people of Ambadi used to perform yajna
every year in favour of Indra for rain- fall. Krsna oppos-
ed the custom saying that Mount Govardhana was the

house-hold deity of the people of Ambadi and it was

enough for them to worship the mountain. The people
of Ambadi, therefore, offered the Yajna they had arrang-
ed that year for Indra to Govardhana. Angered at

this Indra let loose heavy rains on Ambadi. Krsna up-
rooted and held Mount Govardhana like an umbrella
lest the people should suffer from the heavy rains, and they
took shelter under it. The rain did not stop even after

seven days. Yet, due to Krsna's kindness the people did
not suffer any hardships. Beaten at his own game, Indra

sang the praises of Krsna. Devasurabhi (cow of the

Devas) came and saluted Krsna and anointed him, as

the Indra of the Gopalas. The Devas addressed him
'Govinda' meaning, he who protects the cattle. (Bhaga-
vata, 10th Skandha).
(19) Nandagopa abducted by Varuna. Once after having
observed Ekadas ivrata Nanda bathed in the river Kal-
indi. At the instance of Varuna a Deva abducted and
took him to the abode of Varuna. People of Ambadi were
distressed at the disappearance of Nandagopa. Krsna
and Balabhadra dived into the Kalindi and rose up at

Varunalaya. Varuna told them that he had abducted

Nandagopa so that he might see Visnu in person, and

requested to be pardoned. Meanwhile the people of

Ambadi, who came to Kalindi saw all the worlds reflect-

ed in it. Krsna and Rama returned to Ambadi with
their father, Nandagopa. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha) .

(20) Rdsakridd. At the advent of the spring the melody
of Krsna's flute rendered the Gopa women love-lorn.

He went to Vrndavana with his flute, and all the

Gopa women, both married and unmarried followed
him. Krsna made a futile attempt to send them back
to their houses. But, the love-sick Gopa women did not.

Suddenly Krsna disappeared from among them, and the

Gopa women mad with love roamed about Vrndava-
na with Radha calling "O Krsna ! Krsna !" Suddenly
Krsna appeared before them. He entered the waters
of the Kalindi with them and satisfied them. Sri Krsna
thus explained Bhaktiyoga to the world. (Bhagavata,
10th Skandha).
(2 1 ) Python swallowed Nandagopa. One day the Gopas
performed Mahesvara Puja (worship) in Devi forest,
and they spent the night without going to sleep on the
banks of the Kalindi. A python from somewhere began
swallowing Nandagopa. Though the Gopas tried their

best the snake did not loosen its grip on Nandagopa.

Then Krsna gave it a kick and the snake transformed

itself in to a Deva called Sudarsana. He was a Vidya-
dhara, who had been converted into a python by the

curse of sage Aiigiras. (See under Sudarsana).

(22) Killed Aristdsura.
( Vrsdsura) . During this period

Aristasura, a follower of Kamsa, came to Ambadi dis-

guised as an ox, and people got terror-stricken at the

sight of the fierce ox. Krsna engaged himself in a duel

with the ox (Arista) and killed it. (See under Arista) .

(23) Killed Kesi. Karhsa then sent an Asura called Kesi
to Ambadi. He approached Krsna in the guise of a

horse into whose mouth the latter thrust his hand, which

began growing in size with the result that the Asura
vomited blood and expired ;

Krsna got the name
Ke^ava as he killed Kesi. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).

(24) Killed Vyomasura. Vyomasura, son of Mayasura
was the last of the Asuras deputed by Kamsa to kill

Krsna. He joined the company of the Gopas disguised
as a goat. Krsna dragged him into a cave and killed

him there. (Bhagavata 10th Skandha).

9) Sri Kr.ma quits Ambadi. When all the attempts of
Kamsa to do away with Krsna failed he resorted to

another trick. Kamsa invited Sri Krsna and Balabhadra,
feigning great affection, to witness the dhanur yajna
(worshipping the bow) being held at Mathurapurl, the

capital of the country. The invitation was sent through
Akrura, a great devotee of Krsna. He went to Ambadi
with a chariot and delivered to Krsna and Balabhadra
Kamsa's invitation to them for the fourteen days' dhanur

yajna. The Gopas and Gopis shed tears at the prospect
of Krsna leaving Ambadi. But, Krsna and Balabhadra
took leave of them and started for Mathurapurl in the

chariot brought by Akrura. On their way to Mathura

they bathed in the Kalindi and when they dived in its

waters Akrura saw the Visvarupa (Cosmic form of

Krsna) . After the bath they continued their journey
when Akrura informed Krsna in secret, about all the

evil tactics of Kamsa and requested him to kill the

latter. (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).

10) . Rama and Krsna in Mathurapurl.

(1) Rajakavadha (the washerman is slain). Rama and
Krsna duly reached Mathurapurl, and in the evening
they went out for a stroll in the city to view its beauties

when they saw a washerman carrying the washed clothes

of Kamsa. They asked him for some of the clothes but
the washerman not only refused them the clothes but
also ridiculed them calling them cattle-breeders. Sri

Krsna thrashed the washerman on the spot and distri-

buted the clothes among the children who had gather-
ed there, himself wearing a yellow cloth from the stock

and giving a blue one to Balabhadra.

(2) Kancukakdra (tailor) .given salvation. Nexl, they
saw a tailor who used to stitch shirts, turbans etc. for

Kamsa. He presented costly shirts and turbans to Rama
and Krsna. Krsna gave him salvation and distributed

the clothes to the Gopas with him.

(3) Suddman presents garlands. Then Krsna and Rama
entered the house of Sudaman who gave them each a

garland. Krsna blessed him.

(4) Straightened the hunch-back Trivakrd. Rama and
Krsna continued their walk when they saw a female
hunch-back coming opposite to them with a beautiful

vessel filled with aiigaraga (fragrant things like sandal-


