
KRTII 432 KRTYA

KRTI I. A Sage who belonged to the order of the disciple
of Vedavyasa. Jaimini was the disciple of Vyasa, and
Sumantu the son of Jaimini. Sumantu had a son called

Sutva, and Sukarma was the son of the latter. He
had two disciples called Hiranyanabha alias Kausalya
and Pauspiiiji. Krti was a disciple of Hiranyanabha,
and he composed twentyfour Samhitas for the Sama-
veda and taught them to his disciples. (Visnu Purana,
Part 3, ChapterS).

KRTI II. A saintly King who flourished in the court of

Yarnaraja. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 8, Verse 9) .

KRTI III. A Visvadeva (universal deva) . (Anusasana
Parva, Chapter 91, Verse 35) .

KRTI IV. A synonym of Mahavisnu. (Anusasana
Parva, Chapter 149, Verse 22).

KRTI V. A King of Sukaradesa. He presented hundred

elephants to Yudhisthira. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 52,
Verse 25).

KRTI VI. A son of Nahusa. Nahusa had five other
sons called Yati, Yayati, Samyati, Ayati and Viyati.
Krti was the sixth son and the youngest of the lot.

KRTTIKA I. When Subrahmanya was born the Devas

deputed six mothers to breast-feed him, and they are
called Krttikas. Certain Puranas hold the view that

six faces were caused to Subrahmanya as he had to

feed on six breasts at the same time while others opine
that six mothers were deputed to feed him as he was
born with six faces. Again, according to certain

Puranas it was Parvati, who deputed the Krttikas. The
child came to be known as Karttikeya also, as it was fed

by the Krttikas. (Skanda Purana, Valmiki Ramayana,
Balakanda. Canto 37 and Kathasaritsagara, Lavanaka-
lambaka, Tarahga 6).
After having fed Skanda the Krttikas entered into the

sphere of the stars. (Vana Parva, Chapter 236, Verse

11). The star into which the Krttikas entered is

called the Krttika star. Narada said once that if one
feeds brahmins with ghee and pudding on Karttika day
one may ascend to Devaloka. (Anusasana Parva,

Chapter 64, Verse 5) .

KRTTIKA II. A holy place. He who bathes here
will derive the benefits of performing an Atiratra

Yajna. (Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 51) .

KRTTIKASIGARAKA. A holy centre. He who bathes
here and observes fast for two weeks will be absolved
from sins. (Anusasana Parva, Chapter 25, Verse 22) .

KRTTIKASRAMA. A holy centre. One who bathes
here and worships the Pitrs will be absolved from sins.

(Anusasana Parva, Chapter 25, Verse 22).
KRTTIVASESVARA. See under Siva.

KRTVl. Krtvl alias Kirtimati was the daughter of

sage Suka. Anuha, born in the family of Ajamldha,
married Krtvi, and Brahmadatta was their son.

KRTYA (KRTYAKA) I. A Raksasi who is born when
the black arts as enunciated in the Atharvaveda are

practised to annihilate enemies. Krtya may appear in

male form too. Some of the activities of Krtya are

given below.

(1) Carried off Duryodhana. While the Pandavas were

living in exile in the forest, Duryodhana and others

went in a procession to the forest . Though Duryodhana
was taken into captivity in the forest by a Gan-
dharva, Arjuna saved him out of fraternal considera-

tion for him. Duryodhana returned to Hastinapura.
Now the question was whether half of the kingdom

should be given to the Pandavas or not. Sakuni and
others advised Duryodhana to give it, but the latter

remained adamant against it. Dhrtarastra decided to

end his life and for the purpose spread darbha grass on
earth and sat thereon. The Asuras heard about these

developments and created a Krtya by mantras. The
Krtya took Duryodhana to Patala where the Asuras
advised him against any compromise with the Panda-
vas. On the other hand they wanted him to intensify
his hatred against the Pandavas, and they assured

him all support. After that Krtya took Duryodhana
back to Hastinapura. (Vana Parva, Chapter 252) .

(2 ) Krtya born under the name Madana. Devendra once

prevented the Asvinidevas from drinking Soma juice.

(Devas drink a liquid-liqueur extracted from the soma

creeper, during yajnas, and that is called Somapana) .

Aggrieved at the orders of Indra the Asvinidevas

wandered about the world in the course of which they

approached sage Cyavana of the Bhargava family.

They restored sight to the blind Cyavana, who, in

return, assured them that he would see to it that they

got the right of drinking soma juice. Cyavana began
a Yajna and Indra came for Somapana. The sage
invited the Asvinidevas also for Somapana. Indra

prevented them from doing so, and the sage opposed
him. Then Indra drew his Vajrayudha against Cyavana.
The sage made Indra's hands paralysed. Further, he
raised from the Yajnic fire a Krtya which appeared in

male form under the name Madana. Sharp molar
teeth hundred yojanas long, other teeth each ten yoja-
nas long, hands ten thousand yojanas long and as big
as mountains, round eyes like the Sun and Moon,
mouth spitting fire such was Madana, the Krtya, a

really terrible being. Frightened at the sight of the

terrible being Indra permitted the Asvinidevas to drink

Soma.

(3) Krtya against Ambarifa. Ambarisa once began the

Ekadasi Vrata and the Devas deputed Durvasas to

obstruct it somehow or other. Durvasas came to

Ambarisa, who requested him to return after bath.

But, though the vrata was over the sage did not return

and Ambarisa fed the Devas with the offerings (havis) .

Immediately after that Durvasas returned and com-

plained that what he was given was the left-overs of

the havis. By means of black art he created a Krtya,
who charged against Ambarlsa's throat. Ambarisa

prayed and the Sudarsana Cakra of Visnu appeared and
killed the Krtya and drove Durvasas round the three

worlds. At last the sage sought refuge with Ambarisa
himself and thus saved himself. (Bhagavata, 9th

Skandha) .

(4) Krtya opposed Sri Kr^na. While Krsna was ruling
Dvaraka, Paundrakavasudeva was the King of Karusa.
Once he sent a messenger to ask Krsna to go and bow
down before him as he was the real Vasudeva. Enraged
at this insolent demand Krsna cut off Paundraka's head
with the Sudan'ana Cakra. The dead King's son,

Sudaksina, to gather power enough to fight Krsna
went to Ka^I and performed penance to please Siva.

Siva appeared and taught him the method of creating

Krtya. Accordingly he created from fire, a Krtya, who
dashed against Krsna roaring like hell. Krsna used the

Sudarsana Cakra, which burnt to death not only the

Krtya, but also Sudaksina.


