
KSEMAVAHA 434 KUBERA

into the shape of an eagle) made by Karna. (M.B.
Drona Parva, Chapter 20, Stanza 6).

KSEMAVAHA. A warrior of Skanda. (M.B. Salya
Parva, Chapter 45, Stanza 66).

KSEMAVRDDHI. The minister of King Salva. He
was both minister and general of the army at the same
time. Samba, the son of Sri Krsna defeated Ksema-
vrddhi. (Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 16).

KSETRA (S). Sacred spots. In Malayalam it means

Temples also.

1
)

General information. The temples of India are

reflections of the outward form or body of man. As
the soul lives in the body of man, God dwells in the

temples. The stone, rock, marble, metals etc. are equal
to the bones of the body of a man.

2) Two types of temples. Temples are of two types.
One type is the Gramadevata temples. These are

temples in which goddess Bhadrakali is consecrated
and worshipped for the protection of villages and
cities. The second type is of special temples. These are

temples specially meant for a particular god or

goddess. Thus there are temples for Visnu, Siva,

Ganapati and so on.

3
) Gramadevata temples. Worship of Bhadrakali existed

in India from very early times. When Mohanjodaro
and' Harappa were excavated idols of Devi (goddess)
more than 4000 years old, were obtained from there.

During the prevalence of Buddhism in India the

goddesses Yaksi and Hariti were worshipped in

India. Later when Hinduism was revived these

goddesses took their places in it as the goddesses of
Hindu Puranas and epics. The Kali temples of Ujja-
yini and Calcutta are famous. In the Cidambara
temple also the main deity is Kali. The legend is that

ParamaSiva defeated Kali in a dance. In Mysore
Camundi (Kali) is worshipped as chief goddess or

family goddess. Kamaksi in KancI, Minaksi in Madura
(South India), Mukambika in North Karnafaka and
so on are the gentle and peaceful forms of Kali.

4) Devas (gods) . In many of the temples in South

India, MunKvaran and Karuppan are the grama-
devatas (village gods). In some places Bhairava also is

worshipped as gramadevata. In certain other places
Viran, Irulan, Karetti, Nondi and Pancaruli
are worshipped. Sasta or Ayyappan has a prominent
place among the village gods. Importance is attached
to Sasta or Ayyappan mostly in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu.

KSETRAPALA. Ksetrapala is consecrated on the South
East corner of the temple, for protecting the villages
and cities. This is a large image with three eyes. There
are figures which are Sattvika, Rajasa and Tamasa
(having the attributes goodness, ostentatiousness and

sloth) . In some places figures having two or four or

eight hands are seen. It is presumed that this deity is

a portion of Siva. It is stated in Agni Purana, Chapter
51 that Ksetrapalas should be figures having trident in

the hand.

KSlRASAGARA. Sea
;

of Milk. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Udyoga Parva, Chapter 102, that

Brahma drank too much of Amrta and vomited. From
the vomit the cow Surabhi came into being. The milk
of Surabhi flowed and collected into a sea. This sea is

called the milk-sea or Ksirasagara.

KSlRAVATl. A holy bath. Those who bathe in this

holy bath will obtain the fruits of performing the

sacrifice of Vajapeya. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 84) .

KSlRIN. A tree in the family of the Uttara Kurus.
This tree has six tastes. Milk flows ceaselessly from
this tree. It is said that from the fruit of this tree we
could get cloth, ornaments etc. (M.B. Bhisma Parva,

Chapter 7) .

KSIT1KAMPANA. A captain of the army of Skanda.

(M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Stanza 59).
KSUDRAKA. There was a country known as Ksudraka

in Ancient India. Those who inhabited this country
were called Ksudrakas. It is stated in Mahabharata,
Sabha Parva, Chapter 52 that the Ksudrakas had

brought gifts to Dharmaputra. In the battle of Bharata

Duryodhana protected Sakuni with the help of the

Ksudrakas. (Bhisma Parva, Chapter 51, Stanza 16).
It is stated in Mahabharata, Bhisma Parva, Chapter 19

that the Ksudrakas attacked Arjuna at the behest of

Bhisma. Many Ksudrakas were killed when ParaSu-

rama exterminated the Ksatriyas. (M.B. Drona

Parva, Chapter 70).
KSUPA I. A Prajapati. There is a story about the

birth of this Prajapati in Mahabharata. Once Brahma
wished to perform a sacrifice. But he could not get
suitable priest as the performer of the sacrifice. So
Brahma decided to create a befitting person as Rtvik

(the priest who does the rituals of the sacrifice) and
he got pregnant in his head. After a thousand years he
sneezed and a Prajapati came out of the head of

Brahma. That Prajapati was Ksupa. He made Ksupa
his Rtvik. (Mahabharata, Sand Parva, Chapter 122) .

Rudra Bhagavan made him Prajapati (
the Lord of all

subjects) .

KSUPA II. A King who was the son of Prasandhi,
and the grandson of Vaivasvata Manu. He was the

father of Iksvaku. In Mahabharata, Sabha Parva,

Chapter 8, it is mentioned that Ksupa stayed in the

Palace of Yama after his death. In Mahabharata, Santi

Parva, Chapter 166 it is stated that this King had receiv-

ed a sword directly from Vaivasvata Manu. Ksupa
was not in the habit of eating flesh. (M.B. Anu^asana
Parva. Chapter 159, Stanza 67).

KSURAKARl^I. An attendant of Skanda. (M.B. Salya

Parva, Chapter 46, Stanza 25 ) .

KUBERA.
1) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu thus : Brahma

Pulastya Vis ravas Kubera.
2

)
Birth. Pulastya Prajapati wedded ManinI alias Havir-

bhu, daughter of sage Trnabindu, and a son called

ViSravas was born to them, Visravas married Ilibila

alias Daivavarnini, daughter of Bharadvaja. Ravana
Kumbhakarna and Vibhisana were the sons of Visravas

by another wife. (Refer to the genealogy of Ravana) .

Visravas was childless for long, and the above mention-

ed four sons were the fruits of the boon granted him

by Brahma, whom he pleased by austerities. (For details

see under Vis ravas, Para 1).

3) Kubera's attainment of eminence. Once during Krta-

yuga the Devas went to Varuna, and after performing
a Yajna for Kubera they told him thus: "In future you
live in the ocean itself as deva of all rivers, and let the

ocean and the rivers obey you. As in the case of the

moon you too will experience waxing and waning."
From that day onwards Kubera became the lord of


