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oceans, rivers, streams etc. and all of them together

gave him immense wealth. Siva became a particular
friend of Kubera. (Salya Parva, Chapter 47).

4) Kubera in Lanka. Afterwards Kubera performed
penance for ten thousand years in water with head

submerged, to please Brahma. Yet, Brahma did not

appear. Then he performed penance standing on one
foot in the centre of Pancagni. Brahma appeared and
asked him to choose any boon. Kubera requested that

he might be made a lokapalaka (protector of the uni-

verse) and the custodian of wealth, and Brahma respon-
ded by supplying Kubera the treasures Sarikha nidhi

and Padmanidhi and also the Puspaka Vimana as

vehicle. He was also appointed one of the Astadikpala-
kas. ( Indra. Agni, Yama, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu,
Kubera and Is a are the eight protectors of the eight

regions). Kubera's city is called Mahodaya.
Kubera felt really happy and told his father Visravas
about his new status and dignity. The father also

blessed the son. Kubera requested his father to get a

city built for him to live in, and his father asked him to

settle down in Lanka built by Maya on top of the

mountain Trikuta in the middle of the south sea. From
that day onwards Kubera took his abode in Lanka. ( It

was originally built for Indra).
5

)
Old history of Lanka. Once upon a time when

Brahma was repeating the Vedas he felt hungry. He was

annoyed that at that untimely hour he should have felt

hungry, and from his angry face emerged the Raksasa
called Heti. From his hunger emerged the Yaksa called

Praheti. The Raksasa turned out to be an unrighteous
being, and the Yaksa a righteous person. Heti married

Bhaya, daugher of Kala, and a son VidyutkeSa was born
to them, who wedded Salakatanka, daughter of Sandhya.
To them were born a child, whom they forsook in

the valley of mountain Manthara and went their own.

way. Siva and Parvati came that way just then, saw
the forsaken child and blessed it. At once the child

became a youth. Siva named him Sukesa, and he
married Devavati, the daughter of a Gandharva called

Manimaya. To them were born three sons called

Maiyavan, Sumall. and Mall. Thanks to the blessings
of Siva all of them became youths as soon as they were
born. By means of penances they secured from Brahma
the boon to conquer the three worlds.

They then returned to their father. They did not relish

the advice of their father to lead a righteous life. They
went round the three worlds harassing people. Maya
built for them the city called Larika on the top of the
Mountain Trikuta.
There is a story about the origin of Trikuta. Once a

controversy arose between Vasuki and Vayubhagavan
as to who was the greater of the two. To prove that he
was greater than Vayu, Vasuki enveloped with his body
mountain Mahameru so that Vayu (wind) could not
enter it, and Vayu tried to blow off the mountain'with
the result that a dust storm concealed the whole world
from view. The Devas took refuge in Visnu, who paci-
fied Vasuki, and he then unwound one coil round the
mountain. Vayu took advantage of the opportunity and
swept off one peak of the mountain to the South into
the sea, and that peak is Trikuta.

Malyavan, Sumall and Mali settled down in Lanka, and
they married Sundarl, KetumatI and Vasudha, the three

daughters of Narmada, a Gandharva woman. Seven

sons called Vajramusti, Virupaksa, Durmukha, Supta-

ghna Yajnakosa, Malta and Unmatta and a daughter
called Nala were born to Malyavan and Sundarl. Ten
sons called Prahasta, Akampa, Vikata, Kalakamukha,
Dhumraksa, Danda, Suparsva, Sarhhrada, Prakvata
and Bhasakarna and four daughters called Veka, Pus-

potkata, Kaikasi and Kumbhinasi were born to Sumall
and KetumatI. Four sons called Anala, Anila, Aha and

Sampati ( these four were the ministers of Vibhisana)
were born to Mall and Vasudha.
When the harassments of the Raksasas became unbear-
able the Devas sought protection from Siva, and Indra
detailed to him about the unrighteous actions of Malya-
van, Sumall and Mali. Siva directed the Devas to

Visnu, who set out, to fight against the Raksasas.

Mall cut at Garuda, and Visnu killed him (Mali)
with his Sudarsana Cakra. The other Raksasas retreated

to Lanka. As their presence in Lanka was dan-

gerous to the Devas, Visnu directed the SudarSana
Cakra to go to Lanka every day and kill the Raksasas
in groups. The Cakra began its work, and the remaining
Raksasas escaped to Patala. Lanka became thus deserted

and Kubera took his abode there. The Yaksas, born from
the hunger of Brahma roamed about without a leader

and ultimately settled down in Lanka under the leader-

ship of Kubera. (Uttara Ramayana).
6) Kubera left Lanka. The other sons ofVisravas like

Ravana returned with boons from Brahma for the con-

quest of the earth, and the first thing Ravana did was to

drive away his brother Kubera from Lanka. He also

took by force the Puspaka Vimana of Kubera, who
cursed Ravana thus: "This will never be your vehicle,
but will become that of his, who kills you."
Kubera, with the Yaksas, Kinnaras etc. went north and
settled on mount Gandhamadana. (Vana Parva, Chap-
ter 275).
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Kubera's sabhd. The assembly hall of Kubera is 1 00

yojanas in length and 100 yojanas wide. High walls

surround the city. In the centre of the city is a beautiful

mansion studded with gems where Kubera sits surrounded

by thousands of women. MarutaDeva carrying fragrance
from Kalpavrksa worships him. Gandharva and Apsara
women entertain Kubera with music. MiSrakesI, Ram-
bha, Menaka, Urvasi, Citrasena, Sucismita, Ghrtaci,

Punjikasthala, Visvaci, Sahajanya, Pramloca, Varga,
Saurabheyi, Samici, Budbuda, and Lata are the chief

among them. Manibhadra (Manibhadra), Dhanada,
Asveta, Bhadra, Guhyaka, Kaseraka, Gandakandu,
Pradyota, Mahabala, Ka, Tumburu, Pisaca, Gajakarna,
Vigala, Varahakarna, Tamrostha, Halakaksa, Halodaka

Harhsacuda, Sankhavarta, Hemanetra, Vibhisana,
Puspanana, Pingalaka, Sonitoda, Pravalaka, Vrksabas-

paniketa, Ciravasas and Nalakubara are the chief

members in the court of Kubera. Siva, a good friend

of Kubera, very often visits him. Gandharvas and sages
like Visvavasu, Haha, Hu.hu, Parvata, Tumburu and
Sailusa live in Kubera's assembly. Narada told Dharma-
putra that the Kuberasabha was thus always sweet and

pleasant. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 10).

8) Fight between Kubera and Ravana. Kubera got secret

information that the Devas and the brahmins had decid-
ed jointly to complain to Mahavisnu about their

unbearable harassment by Ravana. He sent a messen-

ger to his brother Ravana warning him to lead a more
righteous life. Ravana got so much enraged at the


