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and he was granted the boon that he would not be
killed by anybody but a man. The Devas shuddered
at the gift to Ravana, and feared about the future in

case Kumbhakarna too got such a boon. At their request
Sarasvati danced on his tongue at the time of

Kumbhakarna's request for a boon. Kumbha-
karna wanted NIRDEVATVAM (Absence of all

Devas) . But by a slip of the tongue (caused by Saras-

vati) what he asked for was nidravatvam (sleep).
Brahma granted him nidravatvam ; he said that Kum-
bhakarna would sleep for six months of the year
continuously. Vibhisana got the boon that he should re-

member righteousness in danger and use the Brahmastra
without any training in its use. The brothers returned

home after securing the boons, and, after driving off

Kubera, the lord of Lanka, Ravana and his brothers

took their abode there. (Vana Parva, Chapter 275 and
Uttara Ramayana) .

5) Death ofKumbhakarna. Kumbhakarna played a very

important part in the Rama-Ravana war. Prominent
warriors on the side of Rama, like Sugriva, his minis-

ters and Laksmana fought with him. But, none of them
could kill him. At last, Sri Rama's arrows killed him.

(Valmlki Ramayana, Yuddha Kanda, Chapter 67).
Kumbhakarna is not to be viewed merely and purely
as an evil character. His advice to Ravana on various

occasions shows noble traits of his character. When Sri

Rama with his army of monkeys appeared on the other

side of the ocean Ravana held a conference of his

brothers, ministers and others at which Kumbhakarna
spoke as follows: "You abducted Sita without consult-

ing us, and we would not therefore be responsible for

the consequences of that action of yours. But, it is not

proper that the younger brother should keep away
when danger faces the elder one, and on that principle
here I am ready to fight Rama."
These weighty words of Kumbhakarna throw consi-

derable light on the character of Kumbhakarna.

(Valmlki Ramayana, Yuddhakanda, Chapter 12).
KUMBHAKARNAS'RAMA. A holy place. He who

visits this place will enjoy the respect of others. (Vana
Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 157).

KUMBHAl^DA. Minister of Banasura. Citralekha,

companion of Usa, the daughter of Bana was the dau-

ghter of Kumbhanda. (See under USA) . (Bhagavata,
10th Skandha).

KUMBHAl^DAKODARA. A warrior of Skandadeva.

( Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 69) .

KUMBHARETAS (RATHAPRABHU, RATHADH-
VANA) . Bharadvaja, the first son ofSarhyu married Vira,
and an Agnideva was born as their son. This Agni is

known by the names Kumbharetas, Rathaprabhu and
Rathadhvana. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 220, Verse

9).

KUMBHASRAVAS. An attendant of Skandadeva.

(Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Verse 26) .

KUMBHAVAKTRA. A warrior of Skandadeva. (Salya
Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 75) .

KUMBHAYONI I. Agastya. ( See under Agastya) .

KUMBHAYONI II. A Deva woman who danced in

Indrasabha when Arjuna came to Indraloka. (Vana
Parva, Chapter 43, Verse 30) .

KUMBHlNADl. Daughter of Sumali the Raksasa, by
Ketumati. She was abducted by the King of Mathura

called Madhupa. Ravana killed him. (See under

Madhupa) .

KUMBHlNASA. An asura and a notorious philanderer.

(Anusasana Parva, Chapter 39, Verse 7).
KUMBHlNASl I. Wife of Angaraparna, a great

Gandharva. When Arjuna was about to kill Citraratha

KumbhlnasI requested Yudhisthira to save her husband,
and he was accordingly set free. (For details see under

Angaraparna) .

KUMBHlNASl II. A daughter born to Visvavasu of

Anala. A Raksasa called Madhu abducted and made
her his wife. The famous Lavanasura was their son.

KUMBHlPAKA (M). One of the twentyeight narakas

(hells). It is intended for the cruel folk, who kill for

food harmless animals and birds. Since such cruel folk

are roasted in Kumbhi fire the hell came to be known

by this name. Big vessels full of boiling oil are kept
there and the servants ofYama push the sinners into

them. One who had killed an animal will be kept in

the boiling oil for as many years as the number of hairs

the animal killed by him had on its body. (Devi

Bhagavata, 8th Skandha; also see under Pitrtlrtha).

KUMUDA I. A prominent serpent. (Adi Parva,

Chapter 35, Verse 15).
KUMUDA II. A prominent monkey, who was an

attendant of Sugriva. (Vana Parva, Chapter 289, Verse

4).
KUMUDA III. A great elephant born in the dynasty

of Supratika. (Udyoga Parva, Chapter 99, Verse 15).
KUMUDA IV. A son of Garuda. (Udyoga Parva,

Chapter 101, Verse 12).
KUMUDA V. One of the five attendants given by
Brahma to Skanda. (Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse

39).
KUMUDA VI. A warrior who fought with Skanda-

deva. (Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 56).

KUMUDA VII. A synonym of Mahavisnu. (Anu-
sasana Parva, Chapter 149, Verse 76) .

KUMUDA VIII. There are four mountains supporting
Mahameruon its four sides, and Kumuda is one of those

four mountains, Mandara, Merumandara and Suparsva

being the other three. According to the 8th Skandha
of the Devi Bhagavata there are other tweny mountains

on the four sides of Mahameru, viz. Kurariga, Kuraga,'

Kusumbha, Vikankata, Trikuta, Sisira, Patanga,

Rucaka, Nila, Nisadha, Sitivasa, Kapila, Saiikha,

Vaidurya, Carudhi, Harhsa, Rsabha, Naga, Kalanjara
and Narada.

KUMUDADI. One of those Vedic scholars, who

belonged to the line of Vyasa's disciples. His forte was
the Atharvaveda. Jaimini was a reputed disciple of

Vyasa. His son, Sumantu, taught his disciple

Kabandha the Atharvaveda. Kabandha divided it into

two between Devadaiia and Pathya. Medha, Brahma-

bali, Sautkayani and Pippalada were the disciples of

Devadarsa, and Jabali, Kumudadi and Saunaka were

the disciples of Pathya. (Visnu Purana, Part 3, Chapter

6).

KUMUDAKSA. A prominent serpent. (Adi Parva,

Chapter 35,' Verse 15).

KUMUDAMALl (KUMUDAMANl) . One of the

four attendants given by Brahma to Skanda, the other

three being Nandisena, Ghantakarna and Lohitaksa.

All the four were very powerful, as swift and speedy as


