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Lava and Kusa captured the horse. Satrughna could

not defeat Lava and KuSa, and they routed the addi-

tional force also which arrived under the leadership of

Laksmana to help Satrughna. Then Valmlki intervened

and the horse was returned to Satrughna. Afterwards,

Valmlki, Sita and Lavakusas also attended Sri Rama's

yajna where Lava and Kusa recited the poem Rama-

yana composed by Valmlki. Rama recognised the boys
and they were made to live in Ayodhya. Thus did

Kusa visit Ayodhya.
The Kathasaritsagara tells the following story about
Kusa's visit to Ayodhya.
Valmlki duly performed the thread-wearing ceremony
of Lava and Kusa and taught them, even in their very
childhood, all arts and sciences including the secrets

about divine arrows. The boys one day killed a deer in

the asrama and worshipped with its flesh thelinga, which
Valmlki used to worship daily, and as a result of that

the sage became ill. SitadevI requested for penance for

the action of her children, and Valmlki said that Lava
should bring golden lotus flowers from Vaisravana's

pond and flowers of Kalpakavrksa from his garden, and
that Lava and Kusa together should worship the

Sivalinga with those flowers. Lava then went to mount
Kailasa and after killing many yaksas collected the

flowers. On his way back he rested for some time at the

foot of a tree. Just then Laksmana, who was on the

look-out for a human being for the naramedha
(
human

sacrifice) of Sri Rama, also reached the spot. He
decided to take Lava captive with him, and they fought
with each other for some time. At last Lakmana
took Lava captive by using mohanastra (arrow which
makes the opponent unconscious) and took him to

Ayodhya. Sita was pained that Lava had not returned

yet, and Valmiki with his divine vision understood the

reason for his absence. He deputed Kusa to Ayodhya
to bring back with him Lava somehow or other. When
Kusa reached Ayodhya, Sri Rama was conducting the

Asvamedha yajna, and Kusa, successfully confronting a

number of people, got into the yajna ground. In the

combat that ensued between Kusa and Laksmana the

latter was defeated, as he could not defeat Kua due to

the greatness of Valmlki. When Sri Rama asked

Kusa who he was he replied that he was the brother

of Lava and that he had heard from his mother Sita

that both of them were the sons of Sri Rama. Rama
was overjoyed to hear that and he covered the boys
with kisses. Sita also was brought down from the asrama
of Valmlki, and all of them lived very happily. (Katha-
saritsagara, Alarhkaravatllambaka, Taranga 1

)
.

3). Kusa's reign. Following the demise of Laksmana Sri

Rama divided the country between Kusa and Lava. A
city called Kusavatl was built in the Kosala Kingdom
and Kua was crowned King thereof. Thirtytwo out

of the sixtyfour aksauhinis of the kings of the solar

dynasty, four out of the eight ministers and half of the

movable property were allotted to Kua. Lava was
crowned king of north Kosala where a city called

Saravati was built for him, and the other half of the

army, ministers etc. became his share. While Ku^a and
Lava were ruling the country thus, Sri Rama immolated
himself in the depths of the river Sarayu (Uttara
Ramayana).
4) . KuSa's successors. Descended from Sri Rama thus:

Kusa Aditi Nisadha Nabhas Pundarlka Ksema-

dhanva Devanlka Rksa Pariyatra Vindorala

Vajranabha Khagana Vldhrti Hiranyanabha
Pusya Dhruva Sudarsana Agnipurna- Slghra
Maru. The solar dynasty was annihilated at the advent
of Kaliyuga (Bhagavata, 9th Skandha) .

KUSA III. A king born in the Kuru dynasty. To Kuru,
who built Kuruksetra was born a son called Sudhanva,
and to him was born Suhotra, who became the father

of Cyavana. Suhotra begot of another wife Girika seven

sons called Brhadratha, Kusa, Yadu, Pratyagraha, Bala,

Matsyakala and Vira. Kusa was one of the seven sons.

(Agni Purana, Chapter 78) .

KUSABINDU. An urban region in ancient India.

(Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 56).
KUSAClRA. A river the .water of which Indians of

ancient days used to drink. (Bhlsma Parva. Chapter
9, Verse 24).

KUSADHARA. A river the water from which Indians

used to drink. (Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 24).

KUSADHVAJA I. A brahmin, son of Brhaspati. Penni-

less and poor, the brahmin once sought the help of

King Salva. The miserly king did not give him any-

thing. Thereafter he began worshipping Bhagavati
with the object of making some money. While medita-

ting upon Bhagavati a girl emerged out of his mouth.
She was named Devavatl. When she came of age an
asura called Sambhu desired to marry her; but Kusa-

dhvaja did not agree to the proposal. Enraged at the

refusal Sambhu killed Kusadhvaja while the latter was

asleep one night. But Devavatl cursed and reduced

the asura into ashes. Then she took herself to penance
to secure Mahavisnu as her husband when Ravana

happened to come there, and he tried to make her his

wife. But, she repelled all his attempts at which he

caught hold of her by the hair. She escaped by cutting
her hair. She then immolated herself in burning fire.

It was this Devavatl, who was, in her next life, born as

Sita, daughter of King Janaka (Uttara Ramayana).
KUSADHVAJA II. Brother of King Janaka, father of

Sita. He lived on the banks of the river Iksumatl.

(Valmiki Ramayana, Balakanda, Canto 70) . See under

JANAKA I.

KUSADHVAJA III. A King. The following story about
him is quoted from the Skanda Purana.

Kusadhvaja was a monkey in his former birth, and as he

had then performed the auspicious action of swinging
Siva in a cradle throughout day and night, in the next

birth he was born as King Kusadhvaja. One day the

King abducted the daughter of the Sage Agnivesa when
she was bathing. The Sage cursed the King into the

form of a vulture. He was promised redemption from
the curse that he would regain his human form on the

day on which he helped Indradyumna.
KUSADVlPA. One of the the seven islands. Kuga island

is rich in pearls. (Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 13). Jambu,
Plaksa, Salmall, Kua, Kraunca, Saka and Puskara are

the seven islands (Saptadvlpas) . Salmall island has

double the area of Plaksa. Each island, in this order,
is twice as large as the preceding one. (Devi Bhaga-
vata, 8th Skandha) .

Kuga island encircles the sea ofSura (Wine.) Jyotisman
was the chief over the island. He had seven sons called

Udbhida, Venuman, Vairatha, Lambana, Dhrti, Prabha-

kara and Kapila. The Subcontinents, are called by
their names. In Kusa island, along with Daityas and


