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very virtuous King had to come and live with a
candala girl."

Hearing this the King went to her and asked her all de-
tails. When she repeated the story the king knew that the

lady was the mother of his candala wife. The King and
ministers were surprised to find that his vision was
real and within that short period of his meditation he
had lived a life of years. This perplexed the King.
He then gave the old lady whatever she wanted and
after consoling her started for the palace thinking
about the wonderful happenings and mysteries of life.

LAVAlVfA III. A demon who lived in the island of

Ramamyaka. He had come to the island long before
the serpents came to that place. The serpents saw
him when they went there to live. (Sloka 2, Chapter
27, Adi Parva) .

LAVAliTA IV. Another King of the family of Haris"-

candra. Yogavasistha says that this King had partici-

pated in several Rajasuya yajnas.
LAVANAKA (LAVAl^AKA). A place of Puranic
fame near the country of Magadha. There are many
forests in this place suitable for hunting and so several

kings used to come and stay at La.va.naka in times of
old.

LAVAIiJASVA. A sage. This sage showed very high
respect to Dharmaputra. (Sloka 23, Chapter 26, Vana
Parva) .

LAYA. A King of old. He was a member of the court
of Yama. (Sloka 21, Chapter 8, Sabha Parva).

LEKHA (S). A deva-gana (set of celestial beings) of
Raivata Manvantara. In this set there are eight Devas
named Dhruva, Dhruvaksiti, Praghasa, Pracetas, Brhas-

pati, Manojava, Mahayasas and Yuvanas. (Brahmanda
Purana, 2, 36, 76) .

LIKHITA I. An ancient sage. The King of that land
cut off his hands on a charge of theft. But they grew
into their original form by the power of the penance of
his brother, (Chapter 23, Sand Parva).
It was a time when the celebrated King Sudyumna was

ruling over the country. On the banks of the river

Bahuda in that country there lived two sages, Sankha
and Likhita, in two separate hermitages of their own.
Once Likhita went to the aSrama of his elder brother
Sankha and finding none but feeling hungry took some
vegetables from there and started eating them. While
he was eating his brother walked in and he deemed
the action of his brother taking the vegetables without
his permission as an act of theft. Cutting the hands of
the culprit was the punishment accorded by the King
at that time to the offender. Sarikha sent Likhita to the

King. The King received the sage respecifully and gave
him a seat. The sage then told him all that had happen-
ed and then Sudyumna ordered the hands of Likhita to

be cut off. Blood was oozing from his hands when
Likhita went and bowed before his brother. The brother

congratulated him on his accepting the punishment for

his crime and asked Likhita to go and take a dip in the
Bahuda river. Likhita bathed in that holy river and
then he found both the hands growing like lotus-buds
from his body. He rushed to his brother and showed
him the hands and then Sarikha said that it was due to

the power of his penance that Likhita got his hands.
Then Likhita asked his brother why he did not purify
him by his power before. Saiikha replied that the power
of punishing was vested in the King and the King

Sudyumna had become great by executing the law

correctly.
LIKHITA II. An evil-natured priest of Haihsadhvaja,

the King of Campakapurl. Safikha his brother also was
the King's priest. Harhsadhvaja blocked the sacrificial

horse of the Asvamedha yajna of Dharmaputra and

Arjuna attacked the King to get the horse released. To
mobilise an army the King announced that each and

every soldier should assemble at the place by day-break
the next morning and added that those who disobeyed
would be put in burning oil.

By early morning the next day all the soldiers excepting
the son of the King arrived at the palace. Sudhanva,
the King's son, was a general of the army and his

absence annoyed the King. Hamsadhvaja was hesitat-

ing whether his son should be punished when Likhita

advised the King to execute the punishment.
The King put Sudhanva into a big cauldron of boiling
oil but Sudhanva escaped from it unscathed to the

surprise of all. Likhita and Sankha said that Sudhanva

escaped because the boiling of the oil was incomplete
and uneven. So they boiled the oil again and threw

Sudhanva into it. At this moment a huge palm tree

split into two and fell on them and they were killed.

(Jaimini Asvamedhaparva) .

LlLADHYA. A son of ViSvamitra. He was a BrahmavadI

(Sloka 53, Chapter 4, Anusasana Parva).

LILATILAKAM. The first book of Literary criticism in

Malayalam. The author of the book is unknown. The
book is divided into eight parts. Manipravala, Malaya -

lasabdas, Alaiikara, Kavyagunas, Kavyadosas and
Rasa are critically examined in this book.

LlLAVATl I. Wife of Dhruvasandhi, King of Kosala.

(For details see under Dhruvasandhi)
LlLAVATl II. A prostitute who attained Svarga by

simply observing the Suklastamivrata in the month of

Prosthapada in which was born Radhadevi. Chapter
seven, Brahmakhanda of Padma Purana contains the

following story.

In times of old in Krtayuga there was a beautiful

prostitute of the name Lilavatl. Once she went away
from her own town to another in search of better pros-

pects. There she saw a big assemblage of people in a

temple. They were observing Radhastamivrata and

worshipping their deity with scented flowers and incense

of sweet fragrance. Some were reciting prayers, some
were singing and yet others were dancing. The whole

atmosphere was filled with devotion. Lilavatl went to

them and enquired about it. They told her that that

day was the birthday of Radhadevi, the Suklastami of

the month of Prosthapada, and if anyone observed

Vrata on that day worshipping Radhadevi he would be

absolved of all sins.

On hearing that, Lilavati decided to observe the Vrata.

She joined the devotees of the temple and observed the

Vrata with great devotion. Soon she died of snake-bite

and the servants of Yama came to take her soul to hell

because of the sins she had committed as a prostitute.

But before the Yamadutas could touch her, Parsadas

of Mahavisnu wearing the insignia of Saiikha, Cakra,
Gada and Padma came to her with a chariot drawn

by kingly swans and took her to heaven.

LIJNlGAPURAl^A. See under Puranas.


