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emperor Prthu was born, Brahma conducted a Yaga.
On the day of sutya at the place of Somabhisava of the

Yaga a very intelligent Suta was born. At the same yaga
a Magadha also was born. He was a great scholar. Then
the sages told Magadha and Suta thus: "Praise this king
Prthu, who is the valorous son of Vena. Praising is the
fittest work suited to you both. Prthu deserves praise."
Then the Suta-Magadhas placing their hands on their

breasts with respect said, "What do we know of the

qualities and capabilities of a king just born ? His fame
is not known. Based on what should we sing praises of
him ?" Hearing this the sages said that they should

praise him for the qualities which he would be possess-

ing in future. The king was pleased to hear that. Suta-

Magadhas started singing eulogistic songs based on the

qualities and exploits of a Prthu to be. Prthu then

appointed Suta as his charioteer and Magadha as his
adulator. From then onwards the Suta family became
charioteers and the Magadha family flatterers. (Chap-
ters 13 70 Ariisa 1, Visnu Purana).

MAGADHI. A river which flows through the middle
of five mountains. (Sarga 32, Bala Kanda, Valmlki

Ramayana) .

MAGHA I. A sacred place. If one visits this place one
would get the benefit of performing the yajnas like Agni-
stoma and Atiratra. (Sloka 51, Chapter 84-, Vana
Parva) .

MAGHA II. One of the twentyseven constellations. The
importance of this constellation is mentioned in the
Mahabharata in several places.

(i) When the planet Kuja (Mars), during its retrograde
motion, comes near the constellation of Magha many
unhappy incidents occur in the world. (Sloka 14,

Chapter 3, Bhisma Parva) .

(ii) If Candra stays near Magha it is an ill omen. (Sloka
2, Chapter 17, Bhisma Parva).

(iii)
If one gives away land in charity on the day of

Magha one will be rich in children and cattle. (Sloka
12, Chapter 64, Anusasana Parva).
(iv) If one gives pudding to the poor on the day of

Magha which comes in the black half of the month
of Tula (October) the Manes will be pleased. (Sloka
7, Chapter 88, Anusasana Parva).
(v) If one worships the Manes on the day of Magha
sitting in the shade of an elephant, the manes will be
satisfied. (Sloka 8, Chapter 88, Anufasana Parva) .

(vi) If one conducts the obsequial rites and acts of

charity on the day of Magha one would become the
most excellent member of the family. (Sloka 5. Chapter
89, Anusasana Parva).

MAGHA. A Sanskrit poet who lived in the 7th Century
A.D. The only work of his which has come to light is

Sisupalavadha known popularly as Magha.
Upama Kalidasasya
Bharaverarthagauravam /

Dandinah padalalityarh

Maghe sanli trayo gunah //

This is a very famous verse meaning thus : "The simile
of Kalidasa, the depth of meaning of the words of
Bharavi and the simplicity of language ofDandin are all

present in Magha". This indicates how great a poet
Magha was.
From the last part of this Kavya it can be surmised
that Magha was the son of Dattaka and grandson of

Suprabhadeva. Suprabhadeva was the minister of a King
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called Dharmadeva. Magha was born in Gujarat. A
literary critic named Jacobi fixes the period of Magha
as the 6th century A.D. while others fix it as the 8th

century A.D. Magha has made references to the drama
'Nagananda' written by Harsa. Harsa was a King
during the period 606 to 649 and that is why the

period of Magha is fixed after that period.
MAGHA. A month (February) . This is so called be-

cause it is closely associated with the constellation

Magha. This month is between the months of Pausa and

Phalguna. 'Mahabharata makes some statements about
the importance of the month of Magha.
(i) He who bathes at Prayaga during this month will

be free from all sins. (Sloka 37, Chapter 25, Anusasana
Parva).

(ii )
He who gives gingelly as gift to Brahmins during

this month will never go to hell. (Sloka 8, Chapter 66,
AnuSasana Parva) .

(iii) If one takes food only once a day during the whole
of this month one will be born very rich in the next
birth. (Sloka 31, Chapter 106, Anusasana Parva).
(iv) If one worships Sri Krsna fasting on the Dvadasi

day of Magha one will get the benefit of conducting a

Rajasuya yajna. (Sloka 5, Chapter 109, Anusasana
Parva).
(v) Bhisma expressed his desire to Krsna to end his

life on the astami day falling in the bright fortnight
of the month of Magha. (Anusasana Parva, Chapter
167,_Sloka28).

MAHABAHU. One of the hundred sons of Dhrtarastra.
Bhimasena killed him in the Bharata Yuddha. (M.B.
Drona Parva, Chapter 157, Verse 19).

MAHABALA I. Minister of Srldatta. (See under the
word Srldatta).

MAHABALA II. A follower of Lord Subrahmanya.
(M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 71).

MAHABALI. See under the word Bali.

MAHABHAUMA. Son of Ariha, a King of the Puru

dynasty. He had a son Ayutanayl by his wife Suyajna.
(M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 95, Verse 19).

MAHABHAYA. A Raksasa. He was born to Adharma
by his wife Nirrti. Miihabhaya had two brothers named
Bhaya and Mrtyu. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 66,
Verse 54).

MAHABHISAK. A King of the Iksvaku dynasty. He had
another name Santanu. (For further details see under

Santanu) .

MAHABHOJA. A Yadava King. (Bhagavata, 9th

Skandha).
MAHACODA. A woman follower of Subrahmanya.

(M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Verse 5) .

MAHADANA. There are sixteen Mahadanas or "Great

gifts". They are : (1) Tulapurusadana, (2) Hiranya-
garbha dana, (3) Brahmanda dana, (4) Kalpakavrksa-
dana, (5) Gosahasradana, (6) Hiranyakamadhenu-
dana, (7) HiranyasVa dana, (8) Hiranyasvaratha
dana, (9) Hemahastiratha dana, (10) Pancalangalaka-
dana (11) Dharadana, (12) Visvacakradana (13)

Kalpalata dana, (14) Saptasagaraka dana, (15) Ratna-
dhenu dana, (16) Mahaputaghata dana. (Agni Purana,
Chapter 2 10).

MAHADEVA. Siva. (See under Siva).

MAHADHRTL A King of the Solar dynasty. Bhaga-
vata, 9th Skandha).


