
MANWAHANA 480 MANOGU.NA

MANIVAHANA. Another name for King Kusamba.

(Chapter 63, Adi Parva) .

MAiyiVAKRA. One of the sons of the Vasu, Apa.
MAl^IVARA. One of the sons born to Rajatanatha of

his wife Manivara. This Yaksa married KratusthaKVs

daughter Dcvajanl. The sons born to them are called

'Guhyakas'. (Brahmanda Parana, 3.7.127-131).
M.VyiVARA. A Yaksa. He lives on the mountain of

Mandara. (Sloka 5, Chapter 139. Vana Parva) .

MA&IVATTAPPARA. A rock of Puranic fame. Ravana

spent one night on this rock with Rambha. Rambha
was going to her lover Nalakubara one night alone and
Ravana seeing her on the way carried her away to

this place. (Uttara Ramayana) .

MANJULA. A river of Puranic fame. (Sloka 34.

Chapter 9, Bhisma Parva) .

MANJUGHOSA. A nymph. The sage Medhavi cursed

this nymph and made her into a devil. (See under

Medhavi) .

MA5IKA. A place of habitation in the island of

Saka. This place is inhabited mostly by dutiful

brahmins. (Chapter 1 1, Bhisma Parva).
MA&KAI^A (MA&KANA). A barber of VaranasI

who was a great devotee of Ganesa. During the time of

King Divodasa II Siva wanted to destroy the city of

KasI and deputed his son Ganesa (Nikumbha) for the

same.

Ganesa came to Kasi and appearing in person before

his devotee Mankana, asked him to build a temple on
the outskirts of KaI. Mankana completed the temple
and Gane'a (Nikumbha) installed himself in that

temple getting for it the name Nikumbhamandira.
Devotees began to flow into the temple and Nikumbha

sitting there answered the prayers of all. But he never

fulfilled the prayer of the King to have a son. This

annoyed Divodasa and he destroyed the temple and
then Nikumbha cursed that the city of Kail would
become desolate. Siva's desire thus became fulfilled.

(92. 33, Vayu Purana and 3; 67, 43. Brahmanda

Purana).
MAixIKAl^AKA (MAlsIKANA) . A sage

1
)

General information. He was born to Vayubhagavan
of his wife Sukanyaka. (Sloka. 58, Chapter 38, Salya

Parva) .

Vamana Purana, 38th Chapter states that Mankana
was one of the spiritual sons of Kar'yapaprajapati.

2) Juice ofpotherb flows from finger. The sage was living
in Saptasarasvatatlrtha and one day by accident his

thumb was cut off from his hand by the sharp edge of

Ku:- a grass. But instead of blood, the juice of potherb
began to flow from the thumb and the sage, overjoyed
at this strange phenomenon, started dancing. Along
with Mankana the earth and the sky also started

dancing and the dancing showed no signs of stopping.
Siva then appeared before Mankana and asked him the

cause of his non-stop dancing. Siva was in disguise and
Mankana did not recognise the new-comer and the

sage told him about the strange phenomenon. As they
were talking Siva touched the thumb of the sage with

his little finger and lo! the flow from the finger changed
from pot-herb juice to sugar-candy juice. Vamana
Purana states that it was ashes which flowed from the

finger. The hermit was ashamed. He understood that

the guest was Siva and he fell at his feet. Siva blessed

the hermit and granted him boons.

3) Mankana falls in love with Sarasvati Devi. One day
SarasvatidevI came to the place of his residence in the

guise of a very attractive woman. Mankana had seminal

emission on seeing her and the semen fell on the surface

of the water. The sage stored the water with semen
in a pot and soon seven sons were born from it. They
all became sages named Viiyuvega, Vayubala,
Vayuha, Vayumandala, Vayujvala, Vayuretas and

Viiyucakra. (Chapter 83, Vana Parva and Chapter 38,

Salya Parva).
4) Birth of Kadaligarbhd. Besides the seven sons

Mankana got a daughter named Kadallgarbha. Menaka
was her mother. (See under Kadallgarbha).

5) Mankana diverts the river Sarasvati. It was sage
Mankana who invoked the river Sarasvati and made
it flow through Kuruksetra. Chapter 38, Vamana
Purana) .

MAlvIKI I. A great sage. It was Bhisma, while he was

lying on his bed of arrows who narrated the story of

this sage. Manki was an aspirant of worldly things and
once he got two bullocks. He was ploughing with them
one day when a camel came and carried them away.

Disappointed he came to the aYrama and lamented

deeply over it. This lamentation became known later

as the famous Mankiglta. By the time the glta. reached
its end the mind of the sage was changed and he became
one bereft of all worldly desires and he acquired
moksa. (Chapter 177, Sand Parva) .

MAJSlKI II. A sage who lived in Tretayuga. He was
the son of Kausltakibrahmana and was a Vaisnavite of

great virtue. This sage had two wives named Surupa
and Virupa. Both had no sons and as per the advice of

his guru he went to Sabarmatitata and did penance
there. After several years of rigorous austerities he got

very many children. The place where Maiikimaharsi

sat and did penance was known later as Maiikitlrtha.

It is also called Saptasarasvata. In Dvaparayuga the

Pandavas visited the place and gave it the name Sapta-
dhara also. (Uttara Khanda, Padma Purana) .

MANMATHAKARA. A' 'warrior of Subrahmanya.
There is a reference to this warrior in Mahabharata,
Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 72.

MANODARl. Wife of Darukasura. (
See under Ghanta-

karna).
MANOGUl^A. Man may do many things, right or

wrong, good or bad, but it is the purity of your mind
that matters. The following story is to illustrate how
much your life depends on the quality of your thoughts

(Manoguna).
Once on the shores of Ganga a Brahmana and a

Can.da.la sat side by side and performed penance. After

some days of foodless penance the Brahmana felt hungry
and his thoughts went to the fishermen he had seen

earlier. He thought thus, "Oh how happy are these

fishermen. They catch good fishes and eat to their

heart's content and are happy. They are the luckiest

people of this world". The thoughts of the Candala
also went to the fishermen. But he thought thus: "Oh
how cruel are these fishermen ! How many innocent

lives do they destroy to fill their belly. They must be
demons to do so." Both of them died after some days
and the Brahmana was born as a fisherman and the

Candala a prince. Both of them were re-born near

their abodes in their previous birth and both remem-
bered their previous lives. The Candala was happy but


