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Dili's womb was cut into 49 pieces which' becarnef49
Maruts. is given in Chapter 71 of Vamana Purana^as
follows:

Kagyapa's first wife Aditi became the mother 'of Deyas
and his second wife Diti became '.the mother of Daityas.
The chief of the Devas was jndra and. the .chiefs of

Daityas were Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu. ^.-Ait- tin-

request of Indra, Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakaiipi^ ..were

slain byMahavisnu. Dili,who was grieved at the death

of her sons, approached Kasyapa ,and .requested.,him
to give her a son who would be strong enough to jdll

Indra. Kasyapa told her that if she coulp;; perform

tapas for 10, 000 Divyavarsas with due observances,

she would get a son who would be able to . kill Indra
and conquer the three worlds. He gave her a long Jist

of conditions to be observed during the tapas, spme . of

which were as follows : Do not injure any creature;

do not curse; do not tell lies; dq not cut nails or .hair;

do not touch any unclean object; do not get angry, ;
, d_o

not speak to wicked people; ,do not wear soiled.,cjofhes;

do not wear garlands/used J?y others; do not .

: eat what
is left over by another; doiho3tat meat touched by. a

Sudra woman. Putting on cleaft, white dress, carrying

auspicious substances, everyday before breakfast, , cows,

Brahmanas, goddess Lak?n|I..and JSasyapa himself

should be worshipped;." This observance is -known, a^i

"Pumsavana." He said that if. .she performed the

with this austere observance, a son capable
Indra would be born to her. ,

.,j.;

Diti started the observance aa advised by her husband.

Kar'yapa left for Udaya mounjtaiin.
: 4fter his flepa^ture,

Indra came to the Asrama and.;pretending .friei\dship

offered to serve Diti as an attendant., pitj accepted ,. ; |iis

offer and allowed him to.serye her. One, day Diti ,

t
who

was utterly tired fell asleep and Indra; took, advantsjge
of this opportunity and gained ,entrance into her womb
through her nostrils. .He cut ,the child in Dili's womb
with his weapon Vajra into, seven pieces. A^ .that time

the child cried alpud and Jndra .said tot jtt, "jida. ;,s
ruda"

which means "Do not cry''. He put each, cf;the :sey;en

pieces again into seven pieces and thus, 49
born out of the 49 pieces. Since Indra said ".Ma

they came to be known as /'Marute". All

Maruts subsequently became Indra's servants.

After this, Indra with his weapon canje .out .-.of

body. With joined palms he begged Dili's ^pardon . and

explained to her that. he destroyed the^child in he.r

womb since he was destined tp be bis (jndra's) enemy.
MARUTTA I. A wealthy king who lived ^ jn, , JC$ayuga.

)
. Genealogy. Descended fromVVisnu in the, following

order : Brahma, Marici,. Kasyapa, . Vivasvan, Vaiyas-

vata Manu, Mahabahu, Pr^sandhi, Ksupa, Iksvaku,

Virhsa, Kalyana, Khanmetra, SuvarcaSj Karandhama
and Marull'a.

2) How Marutta got gold. As soon as Marutta became
king he began toperform a Yaga. Monev was required
for it. He was puzzled as to how .19' raise .funds. Be-

sides, Indra was irying to obstruct ihe Yaga/ At fejt,

he consulted Narada who tp]d" hjm 'flhiat' .Brhaspitrs
brpther Sarhvartaka was pepfprming, tapas in the forest

and if Marutta
approached^irrij; he/. wbii)d give him

enough money for this purpose, So"jMaru'tia went to

Sarhvartaka. He advised M,arutta to worship" S'lyfy

Accordingly Marutla went to Kailasa_ and got plenty
of gold by worshipping Siva and returned .witji it ando / * . v

.these

Diti's

_ _ \ spite of their efforts, Indra and other

.(gods were ,not able to
; spoil Marutta's Yaga. After the

Yaga,-.M,arutta stored. 1 up the surplus wealth in the

;; neighbourhood- of, Himalayas where his capital was

. situated..
.

, lfAftqr the
l
B.harata Yuddhaj.D.harmaputra was in need

*

pfrryppey, to 're-establish his administration and for

conducting an As/vamedha yaga. At that time sage

Vyas.a, iafiprnaed him, about the gold which Marutta

. ,had left :ip ;Jhe neighbourhood of the Himalayas.
1 1 was by fetching that gold that the Pandavas conduct-

, ,jpd their .Asyamedjb.ayaga. (M,B. Asvamedha Parva,

Chapters 3-10).

Z\ t ,Mari#tg,, and Ravana. Once Ravana started on

a triumphal tour in his Puspaka Vimana with his

. , followeis..,It w,as at that time that Marutta was per-

vlqrmi.ug/his, famous Yaga. ^he various gods were also

""present on
'

that, occasion. Alarmed at the sight of

,

t.^.Rayaijia ,Mfhoi was;inyincibje by virtue of a boon he had

(| r_ecci.yfd,^he,'. ;gods. assumed the shape of different

animals and birds. Indra became a peacock, Dharma-

.^jciya, (Yaraia);^became ... ,a crow; Kubera became a

chameleon; Varuna transformed himself into a swan,

and,so on. Rayana, entered the precincts of the Yajna
'and said to Marutta -."Either you fight with

..^^ip^plse admit defea,t from me." To this Marutta

'replied calmly : "May I know who you are?"

3 .RavanaAnswered with a smile of contempt : "I am
amused at your strange pretence ! Do you mean to say

that .ypu^do. .not know, Ravana who is the younger

brazier of Kubera ? There is no one but you in all

the three worlds, who does not know me. I have won

;,.4he.PuspakaYim^na after defeating my elder brother."

''.Marutta, retorted with bitter irpny : "As a younger
'brother who has. defeated his elder brother, you are

:

, <certainb/ ajgreat" man, There is no praiseworthy hero

Pjeq.ua^tpryquin^all these three worlds. Do you brag
, that you have defeated your elder brother ? I do not

, know.whether- ypu have received the boon by your

Tjghtepii&^pncjuc.t. I have not h'eard the stories which

'you have told just now. You wicked fellow, stop there !

. I<dpn,'j, tlijnk Xhat, ;ypu will return alive !" Saying

ihissl^^ruttes fook.his bow and arrows and got ready
for a fignt.'

, .But.:$arr$artaka stopped Marutta saying "O King!
,If,you wouJ^ please heed my .

advice ;
do not prepare

'

for a .fight here. We have started "Mahe.'varasalra".

If we' dp not bring it to a conclusion, the whole family

, wjircpme to an, end. One who performs this Yaga
should not be engaged in 'a fight. He should not even

become a yictin?
to angejr. This Raksasa (Ravana) is

^nvintible:f.' Your' victory is doubtful." At this,

'Marutta -fajif
1

do\iVn his bow and began to occupy
himself again with ihe affairs of the

Yajna._ Just then

Sukra -shouted, "Ravana has won." The Raksasas and
';' their leader Ravana continued their tour after eating

the 3vfaharsis who'had come to take part in the Yaga.
; Aftef Ravarta. left the'place, the Devas resumed their own

Ramafana)'.

(i)
Marutta flpurished in

^
Yama's assembly. (M.B.

: Sabha Parva, Chapter 8, Verse 16).

(ii) Marutta is. gpnsidered as one of the "Pancamaha-

'sainr^iis"tfJyefi3-eat emperors). The five great emperors
fV,' '-.' i. '*.-'.' .' ^j^^t -r?v .; .'


