
MERUBHOTA 502 MITHI (MITHI JANAKA)

down the verses which Narayana composed. Meppattur
(Narayana is more well-known under the name of his

illam) studied under different preceptors. His father

taught him Mimamsa and such other subjects. He
studied Veda under Madhavacarya and Tarka under

Damodaracarya. Acyuta Pisaroti taught him Vyakarana.
The poet became a rheumatic patient in his old age
and he stayed in the Guruvftyur temple worshipping
the deity there. His famous work Narayaniyam was
written sitting in the temple of Guruvayur and the

mandapa (raised dais) where he sat and wrote is even

now preserved for pilgrims to see. He took hundred

days to write the Narayaniyam.
2) His works. It is not yet known how many books

Meppattur had written but the following have been

recognised as definitely written by him : (1) Nara-

yaniyam (2) Sripadasaptati (3) Guruvayupuresastotram
(4) Go:'rlnagaravarnanam (5) Matamahisaprasasti (6)

Sailabdhisvaraprasasti (7) Suktaslokas (8) Asvalayana-
kriyakrama (9) Prakriyasarvasvam (10) Dhatukavyam
(11) Apaniniyapramanyasadhanam (12) Manapariccheda
of Manameyodaya (13) Tantravarttikanibandhana (14)

Rajasuyam (15) Dutavakyam (16) Pancallsvayarh-
varam (17) Nalayanicaritam (18) Sundopasundopa-
khyanam (19) Subhadraharanam (20) Kaunteyastakam
(21) Kiratam (22) Kailasavarnanam (23) Matsyava-
taram (24) Nrgamoksam (25) Niranunasika or Surpa-
nakhapralapa (26) Raksasotpatti (27) Ahalyamoksa
(28) Balakanda story (29) Daksayajna (30) Tripura-
dahana ( 3 1

) Astamicampu (32) Svahasudhakaram (33)
Kotiviraham.

MERUBHOTA. A place of habitation of ancient
Bharata. (Sloka 48, Chapter 9, Bhisma Parva).

MERUDANA. Merudanas (gifts of heaps like Meru)
are all very effective and productive of good results.

The Merus for the danas are the following :

1
) Dhanyameru. A dhanyameru or a thousand dronas

of dhanya (grain) is considered the best
;
a dana of

half that quantity (i.e. 500) was fair and half of the

latter, the worst.

2) Lavanameru. A dana of sixteen dronas of lavana

(salt) is considered to be Uttama (best) ; with half

of that as Madhyama (fair) and with half of the latter

as Adhama (worst).

3) Gudameru. One with ten bharas of guda (jaggery)
is considered Uttama

;
with half of that as Madhyama

and with half of the latter as adhama.

4) Svarnameru. A svarnameru with a thousand palas
of Svarna (gold) is considered Uttama

;
with half of

that as madhyama and with half of the latter as

adhama.

5) Tilameru. One with ten dronas of tila (gingelly) is

considered Uttama
;
with half of that as madhyama and

with half of the latter as adhama.

6) Karpasameru. A Mcru with twenty bharas ofKarpasa
(cotton) is considered Uttama

;
with ten as madhyama

and with five as adhama.

7) Ghrtameru. One with twenty jars of ghrta (ghee)
is Uttama ;

with ten, madhyama and five, adhama.

8) Rajatameru. One with ten thousand palas of silver

is deemed Uttama
;
with half of that as madhyama

and with half of the latter as adhama.

9) Sarkardmeru. One with eight bharas of sugar is

deemed Uttama ; with half of that as madhyama and

with half of the latter as adhama. (Chapter 210, Agni
Purana) .

MERUDEVl. A daughter of Mahameru. The nine

daughters of Mahameru are : MerudevI, Pratirupa,

Ugradarhstrl, Lata, Ramya, Syama, Nan, Bhadrii and
Devavithl. They were married to Niibhi, Kimpurusa,
Hari, Ilavrta, Ramyaka, Hiranmaya, Kuru, Bhadraiva
and Ketumala respectively. All these nine Kings were
born to a King Agnidhra of the nymph Purvacitti.

(Pancama Skandha, Bhiigavata) .

MERUMANDARA. A mountain. This supports Maha-
meru. The mountains which support it from the four
sides are Mandara, Merumandara, Suparsva and
Kumuda. (5th Skandha, Bhagavata).

MERUPRABHA. A forest. There were three beautiful

forests about the waist of the mountain Latavesta,
situated to the south of Dvarakilpuri. Meruprabha is

one of them. The other two are Talavana and Puspaka-
vana. (Chapter 26, Sabha Parva, Daksinatya Patha).

MERUSAVARNI. A Manu. (See under Manvantara) .

The daughter of this Merusavarni named Svayamprabha
was met by Hanuman on his way in search of Slta.

(Sarga 51, Kiskindha kanda, Valmlki Ramayana) .

MERUVRAJA. A city of ancient India. A demon named
Virupaksa lived there. (Sloka 19, Chapter 17, Santi
Parva

)
.

MESA I. A synonym for Indra. Once Indra taking the

shape of a goat went and drank the Soma of the sage
Medhatithi. Then that sage called Indra 'goat' (mesa)
and that name of Mesa stuck to him. (Sukta 51,
Anuvaka 10, Mandala 11, Rgveda).

MESA II. A soldier of Subrahmanya. (loka 64,

Chapter 45, Salya Parva) .

MESAHRT. A son of Garuda. (Sloka 12. Chapter 101,

Salya Parva) .

MISRAKA I. A special tribe of horses. (Daksinatya
Patha, Chapter 38, Sabha Parva) .

MlSRAKA II. A garden in the city of Dvaraka. The city
shines more by this divine garden. (Daksinatya Patha,
Chapter 38, Sabha Parva).

MlSRAKA III. A sacred place within the boundaries of
Kuruksetra. If one bathes in a holy pond there one
would get the benefit of bathing in all the sacred ponds
in India. (Sloka 91, Chapter 81, Vana Parva).

MlSRAKESI I. A celestial woman. She was the beauti-
ful daughter born to Pradha wife of Kagyapaprajapati.
Raudrasva son of Puru married Misrakesi and begot
a son named Anvagbhanu and nine sons more who were
all good archers. When once Arjuna went to Indra-
loka Misrakesi gave a dance performance in his honour.

(Chapter 65, Adi Parva and Chapter 43, Vana Parva).
MISRAKESI II. Wife of King Vatsaka, brother of

Vasudeva. (9th Skandha, Bhagavata, and Chapter 59,
Adi Parva).

MI&RI. A serpent. This serpent also was among those

serpents which came to take away the soul of Bala-
bhadraruma to Patala at the time of his death. (Sloka
15, Chapter 4, Mausala Parva).

MITADHVAJA. A King of Videha. According to

Bhagavata Mitadhvaja was the son of Dharmadhvaja
Janaka.

MITHI (MITHI JANAKA) . Son of King Nimi. The
sixth chapter of Devi Bhagavata gives the following
story about the birth of Mithi.


