
MRTTIKAVATl 506 MUCUKUNDA

Nine thousand yojanas to the north of this there are

two mountains named Hemakuta and Ratnakuta. The
centre of that is Rsabhavarsa. On a big Karaskara
tree there will be hanging a king with his face down-
wards after being cursed by the sage Durvasas. He
will be released from the curse by you. If one eats the

fruits of this tree one will be free from greying of hairs

and rugosity.
If you go farther north from Hemakuta you will reach

the mountain Nisadha. There is a lake there. If one

bathes there one will be granted all prosperity by
LaksmldevJ. Farther to the north is situated Mahameru.
The greatness of this mountain is indescribable.

Mahameru has got four supporting mountain pillars
named Mandara, Merumandara, Suparsva and
Kumuda. The abode of the three deities is on the top
of this mountain. On a peak in the centre is living
Brahma with his wives Van!, Gayatri and Savitri as

creator of the universe. This place is called Satyaloka
and to the west of it is Sri Vaikuntha the abode of

Mahavisnu. MadevI and Bhudevi are his two wives.

He is the god who protects us all. To the east of

Satyaloka is Kailasa, the abode of Siva. He lives there

with his wives Gariga and Parvati and sons Ganesa
and Subrahmanya. To the south of Satyaloka is the

city SamyamanI the abode of Yamadharmaraja. He
lives there with his wife Kalini and sons Vidava,
Mahima and Dipaka. To the east of this is the wonder-
ful Devaloka. There lives Indra, his wife Sacidevi and
son Jayanta with thirtythree crores of Devas. Celestial

nymphs like Urvasi, Rambha and Tilottama live there.

Kamadhenu, the Kalpa tree, Airavata, UccaisSravas,
and Cintamani are all there. You will find Amaravatl .

the Capital of Indra and Sudharma his court there.

On the northern side of Meru is a tall Af'va'ttha tree.

To the north of that is the Nila-mahagiri ( the great
blue mountain). Kalyapa has installed a deity named
Svetavarahamurti there. Beyond that is the Rsabhadri

( ox-shaped mountain) . It is believed that a divine ox
became a mountain there. Its two horns are like two

peaks. This mountain contains many divine medicines
of which Salyaharam, Visalyakaranf, Sandhanakaram
and Mrtasanjivani are the most important.
Once the asuras defeated the Devas. Then ParameS-
vara and Mahavisnu gave the Devas these four
medicinal herbs. They planted them here and watered
them from the Milk-sea. Around these precious plants
stand guard the parsadas of Siva and the Discus
Sudarsana of Visnu." (Yuddha Kanda, Kamba
Ramayana )

.

There is another statement in the' Mahabharata that

Sanjivani is an art, the use of a mantra. Sukracarya
by this art brought to life all the asuras killed in a war
with the devas. (Sloka 8, Chapter 76, Adi Parva) .

Again Sukracarya brought to life three times his dis-

ciple Kaca whom the asuras killed three times. Sukra-

carya taught the art to Kaca. (Sloka 28, Chapter 76,
Adi Parva).

MRTTIKAVATl. A place of habitation in ancient
Bharata. (Sloka 10, Chapter 254, Vana Parva).

MRTYU. The goddess of Death. Agni Purana gives
details about the birth of Death. Hirhsa was the wife

of Adharma. They got a son named Anrta and a

daughter named Nikrti. From them were born Bhaya,

Naraka, Maya and Vedana. Of these Maya gave
birth to Mrtyu, the destroyer of matter.

Mrtyu has been described both as a god and goddess
in Mahabharata. The statements regarding Mrtyu as

a deva are as follows :

(i) Three sons were born to Nikrti, wife of Adharma.
One of them was Mrtyu. Mrtyudeva has neither wife

nor children because he is the destroyer of all.
(
Sloka

54, Chapter 66, Adi Parva).
(ii) Once the son of an old GautamI was bitten by a

snake. A hunter seeing it rushed to kill the serpent
but GautamI objected to it. She advised him that it

was a sin to injure any living being. The serpent then

said, "Itisnotrhy fault that I bit the boy. I was

persuaded by the god of death to do so." The god of
death Mrtyudeva also appeared there then. He con-

firmed the snake's statement and added that God had

programmed all events beforehand and the boy's
death was not due to any mistake on anybody's part.

(Sloka 50, Chapter 1, Anu^asana Parva)
(iii) Once Mrtyu followed the King SudarSana, but

Mrtyudeva had to withdraw after accepting defeat

because the King had been living a virtuous life of high
standard. (See under Sudarsana).
The statements regarding Mrtyu as a goddess are the

following :

(1) This devata was born from the body of Brahma
in the shape of a woman. (Sloka 17, Chapter 53,
Drona Parva).
(2) Brahma gave the work of destruction to Mrtyu.
When she got that work she wept aloud. (Sloka 21.

Chapter 257, Santi Parva) .

(3) The goddess of Mrtyu once did severe penance.
(Sloka 17, Chapter 54J Drona Parva).
(4) Brahma assured the goddess of death that any
destruction by her would not be deemed as a sin.

(Sloka 44, Chapter 54, Drona Parva).

(5) The terrible strength of Mrtyudevata is described

in Chapter 819, Santi Parva, Mahabharata.

MUCUKUNDA. A celebrated King of the Solar

dynasty.

1) Genealogy. Descending in order from Visnu
Brahma Marlci Kasyapa Vivasvan Vaivasvata
Manu Iksvaku Sasada Puranjaya (Kakutstha)

-

Anenas Prthulasva --Prasenajit Yuvana:'va
Mandhata Mucukunda.
Ma.ndha.ta got three sons named Ambarlsa, Mucu-
kunda and Purukutsa and fifty daughters and all the

fifty were married to a sage named Saubhari.

2) How Mucukunda attained salvation. (For the story
see para 72, under Indra) .

3) Other details.

(i) Mucukunda had a daughter named Candramukhl.
She was married to Sobhana, son of Candrasena.

Once, when Sobhana came to his wife's house it was
an EkadasI day and all were observing; fasting and so

Sobhana also did so. The next day Sobhana was seen

lying dead. The soul of Sobhana went to the valley of
the mountain of Mandara and started enjoying heaven-

ly bliss. One day a pilgrim from the country of
Mucukunda named Somasarma met the soul of
Sobhana and coming to know that it was the son-in-

law of their King he started making enquiries about
him. Sobhana then said that all his happiness was


