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40) Dusanatraya. Vata, Pitta and Kapha are the

three dusanas (disorder of the humours in a body) .

41) Naditraya. The three nadis of the body are Ida,

Pirigala and Susumna.

42) Purufal raja. The three classes of men are Uttama

(best), Madhyama (mediocre) and Adhama (lowest).

43) I'ramdnatraya. The three kinds of means ot" valid

knowledge are Pratyaksa (what can be seen) ,
Anumana

(what can be logically inferred) and Agama (Verbal
testimony. )

44) Brahmalaksanatraya. Suddha, Siva and Santa arc
the three Brahmalaksanas.

45) Munitraya. The celebrated trio of sages are Panini,
Patanjali and Katyayana.
46) Togatraya. The three kinds of yogas are : Jfiana-
yoga, Bhaktiyoga and Karmayoga.
47) Rititraya. The three ritis are Vaidarbhi, Pancali
and Gaudl.

48) Rupakatraya. Natya, Nrtya and Nrtta are the
three rupakas.
49) Vaisyavrttitraya. The three duties of a Vaisya are
Krs (agriculture), Pasupiilana (Breeding of cattle) and
Vanij ya ( trade) .

50) Saranatraya. Buddha, Dharma and Sarigha are
the three Saranas.

51) Siddhitraya. The following groups of three are
considered to be Siddhitrayas. (a) Karmasiddhi,
Yogasiddhi and Jnanasiddhi. (b) Aisvaryasiddhi,
Jnanasiddhi and Vairagyasiddhi. (c) Sraddha, Vitta
and Bhagya. (d) Mani, Mantra and Ausadha. (Siddhi
means attainment, accomplishment).
52 ) Svaratraya. The different kinds of vowel are three
in number namely Hrasva (short), Dirgha (long) and
Pluta (prolated). Udatta, Anudatta and Svarita are
also three different kinds of accent, i.e. the acute grave
and circumflex ed).

MURA I. A ferocious asura.

1
)
Birth and acquisition of boons. Mura was the asura

born to Kasyapaprajapati of his wife Danu. Once
Mura was shocked to find the huge heap of dead bodies
of the asuras killed by the devas. Mura got afraid of
death and did penance for years to propitiate his

grandfather and Brahma appeared before him and
asked him to name the boon he wanted. Mura said

"Lord, anybody whom I touch with my hands in a

battle, even if they are immortal, should die." Brahma
the father of the universe granted him the boon.

(Chapter 60, Vamana Purana).
2

) Family life. Mura became the guard of the

boundaries of Pragjyotisa, the capital city of Naraka-
sura. Mura begot four thousand sons. Of these ten
were posted to guard the palace of the queens. Mura
performed penance and obtained boons. He fenced
the boundary of Pragjyotisa with six thousand ropes
and arrested the approach of the enemies. These ropes
were known in Puranas as the Mauravapasas. (Chapter
38, Daksinatya Patha, Sabha Parva).
3) Digvijaya. (Conquest of the quarters). Mura who
became arrogant by the power of the boons he possessed
went to Mahameru and challenged the Yaksas and
Gandharvas to a fight. But none dared to fight with him.
Then he went to Amaravati and challenged Indra.
Indra also did not accept the challenge. Then he entered
Amaravat! with a raised hand. Nobody stopped him.

Going to the palace of Indra he said "Oh, thousand-

eyed deva, fight with me or leave this place". On hear-

ing it Indra left his place and came to earth. Then Mura
took possession of Airavata and Vajra. He lived in

devaloka with Maya, Tara and other danavas enjoying
the luxuries there. Along with his wife, son and other

devas Devendra established himself on the southern bank
of Kalindi river.

Then one day Murasura came to the earth on the Aira-

vata and landed at a place on the banks of the river

Sarayu where Raghu a king of the solar dynasty was

conducting a yaga. Murasura went to Raghu and said

"Come on, fight with me or you should stop this yaga.
You should not worship the devas." Then the great and
brilliant Maitravaruni sage, Vasistha told him, "Daitya,
what use is there in conquering men of the earth ? You
should win against those who are never defeated. If you
want to fight go and challenge Antaka, the god ofDeath.

Oh, King of asuras, that boy of an Antaka would never

obey your orders. If you conquer him you will have de-

feated all the world."
On hearing the words of Vasistha, Mura started to fight

Dharmaraja. Yama on hearing that Mura was coming
to fight him went to Mahavisnu on his buffalo as he knew
he could kill him. Mahavisnu asked him to send Mura
to him. Yama returned to his place to see Mura there

ready to fight. Yama told him that he would do what-
ever Mura ordered him and then Mura said "You should

stop killing people or I will chop your head off."

Dharmaraja replied "Mura, if you had been the person
who had appointed me for this job I would have will-

ingly followed your instructions. But I am under the

control of somebody else." Mura asked '''Who is the

person superior to you ? Tell me, I shall surely defeat

him." Yama said "There is an individual called Visnu

holding a Cakra and a Gada in his hands living in Sveta-

dvipa. He is the person who has appointed me." Mura
anxiously asked "Where is his abode? I shall go there

myself to conquer him." Antaka replied "You go
to the ocean of Milk. It is there that Visnu, the omni-

present protector of the universe is residing." Mura said

"Well, I am going to him. But you should in the mean-
time discontinue your work of killing people." Yama
replied "Go and win him. If you defeat him I shall

abide by your instructions."

Mura went to fight Mahavisnu. It was at this time that

Sri Krsna the incarnation of Mahavisnu attacked the

capital city of Narakasura, Pragjyotisa. Mura went to

the help of Narakasura. The boundary of the city was
well-fenced with ropes but Krsna cut them all and re-

moved the barrier. In the fight that ensued both
Narakasura and Mura were killed by the celebrated

weapon Sudarsana of Krsna. From then Krsna

got the name of Muramathana. (10th Skandha,
Bhagavata).

MURA II. Son of Talajaiigha, an asura born of a part
of Brahma. The capital of this valorous Murasura was
in the city of Candravatl.

Murasura who possessed the brilliance of Brahma was a

nightmare to the devas. Once Murasura fought against
Visnu and in the fierce fight that took place Visnu was
defeated and he ran away from the battlefield and
started sleeping in a cave named Sirhhavati in the neigh-
bourhood of Badarikas'rama. Mura went there too. Then
Mahavisnu created a Devi through his Yogamaya and
made her kill Mura.


