
NAHUSA II 517 NAKSATRAYOGA

(iii) Nahusa once came down to the world in the aerial

chariot of Indra to see the battle ofArjuna. (M.B., Virata
Parva, Chapter 56, Stanza 9).

(iv) Nahusa got a famous sword from his father Ayus.
(M.B. Sand Parva, Chapter 266, Stanza 7).

(v) Nahusa had once a talk with the hermit Cyavana
about the wealth of cows. (M.B. Anusasana Parva,

Chapter 51 ).

(vi) On another occasion the hermit Cyavana granted
Nahusa a boon. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 51,
Stanza 44).

(vii) Once Nahusa gave to Brahmins lakhs of cows
as alms. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 81, Stanza

5).

(viii) It is stated in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter
8, Stanza 8, that Nahusa, after death, stays in the palace
of King Yama (God of death).

(ix) Mention is made in the Rgveda, Mandala 1,

Anuvaka 7, Sukta 31, about Nahusa's becoming Indra.

(x) The names Devaraja, Devarat Devendra, Jagatpati,

Naga, Nagendra, Suradhipati, Surapati etc. are used in

Bharata as synonyms for Nahusa.
NAHUSA II. A famous naga (serpent) born to Kasyapa -

prajapati by his wife Kadru. (Mahabharata, Adi Parva,

Chapter 35, Stanza 9).
NAIDHRUVA. A gotra-originator of the Kasyapa dynasty.
He was the grandson of Maharsi Kasyapa and son of

Avatsara maharsi. He was one of the six Brahmavadins
of the family of Kasyapa the other five being Kasyapa,
Avatsara, Raibhya, Asita and Devala. (Vayu Purana,
Chapter 52; Matsyapurana, Chapter 145).

NAIGAMEYA. A younger brother of Subrahmanya. He
had three younger brothers, i.e., Sakha, Visakha and

Naigameya. (Visnu Purana, Part 1. Chapter 15).

NA1KABAHU. A synonym of Parvatl. (Agni Purana,

Chapter II).

NAIKAPRSTHA. A particular region in ancient India.

(Bhisma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 41) .

NAIMISA. (NAIMISARAWA).
1) General. Naimisa is very famous in the Puranas. It

is considered to be a sacred place. Nimasar is the

modern name for the place, and it is in the Sitapur
zilla of North India.

Saunaka conducted a yajna here which lasted for twelve

years. All the reputed Rsis participated in it, and there

Suta (Sauti) the son of Vyasa recited to the Maharsis
Mahabharata composed by Vyasa. (Adi Parva, Chapter
1 ; also see under Suta).
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Other information.

Devas once came to this place and conducted a yajna
there. (Adi Parva, Chapter 196, Verse 1) .

(ii) Arjuna once visited here the river called Utpalini.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 214, Verse 6) .

(iii) Half of the sin of those who visit Naimisa will at

once be dispelled. The remaining portion of the sin also

will be removed before they return from the place. He
who stays for a month and bathes here will derive all the

results of Gomeda yajna. He who quits his life here by
fasting will attain all the sacred lokas. (Vana Parva,

Chapter 84, Verse 59) .

(iv) River GomatI, Yajnabhumi of the Devas and the

yajiiic vessel of Surya are found at this place. (Vana-
Parva, Chapter 87, Verse 6) .

(v) Dharmaputra once came to this place with his

brothers and bathed here and made gifts of cows.

(Vana Parva, Chapter 95, Verse 1) .

NAIMISAKUNJA. An ancient sacred place on the

borders of Kuruksetra. The Rsis of Naimisaranya built

this place. A bath here gives the same results as an

agnistomayajna. (Vana Parva, Chapter 83, Verse

108)'.

NAIMISEYA. A sacred place. River SarasvatI which
flowed westwards changed its course here towards the

east so that it (river) might see the sages of Naimi-

saranya. There is a story about it in Mahabharata as

follows :

The Yajna conducted by Saunaka at Naimisaranya
ended in the twelfth year. The Rsis who came from
various parts of the country were put up in asramas
built on the banks of river SarasvatI. But, many Rsis

did not get accommodation there and they moved east-

wards. The River SarasvatI which felt sorry that the

Rsis could not be accommodated also turned and moved
eastwards, and thus afforded space for asramas to be
built on her banks. (Salya Parva, Chapter 37).

NAIRRTA. An urban region in ancient India.

(Bhisma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 51).
NAIRRTI. A Raksasa. His name also occurs in the list

of the ancient guards or protectors of the world. (Santi

Parva, Chapter 227, Verse 52) .

NAKSA. The son born to Prthusena by his wife Akuti.

Mention is made in Bhagavata, Skandha 5, that he had
a son named Gaya of his wife Druti.

NAKSATRAKALPA. A part of the Atharvaveda. The
great hermit Munjakesa had divided the Atharvaveda
into five parts called Naksatrakalpa, Vedakalpa,
Sarhhitakalpa, Angirasakalpa and Santi Kalpa.
Naksatra Kalpa deals with the order of worshipping the

Naksatras (stars) , Veda Kalpa deals with the activities of

Brahma as a Rtvik (family priest), the Sarhhita Kalpa,
the mantras( spells and incantations). In Angirasa Kalpa
sorcery and enchantment and in Sandkalpa, Sands

(Alleviation or cure )
of horse, elephant etc. are given.

(Visnu Purana, Arhsa 3, Chapter 6) .

NAKSATRAYOGA. It is ordained in the Puranas that

alms-giving on each star or day will be rewarded by
particular attainments. This is called Naksatrayoga.
The Naksatrayoga of each star is given below:

1) ASvayuk: Those who give horses and chariots as

alms on this day, would be born again in a noble

family.

2) Bharani: If lands and cows are given to Brahmins
on this day, one would get a large number of cows and
will become famous in heaven.

3) Krttika: If rice-pudding is given to Brahmins to

their satisfaction on this day the' giver will attain the

prominent worlds after death.

4) Rohini: If milk-rice and venison mingled with

ghee is given to Brahmins on this day, his indebtedness
to the manes would end.

5) Mrgasiras: (Candra naksatra). If a milch-cow
is given as alms on this day, one would attain heaven.

6) Ardrd: If fast is taken and gingelly oil is given as

alms on this day, the giver will become capable of

crossing mountains and trenches.
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Punarvasu : He who gives bread on this day will be

born again in a good family.

8) Pusya: He who gives gold as alms on this day
will enter the world of bright planets.


