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Rukmi with one blow. The rest of the kings fled from

the place. (Bhagavata, Skandha 10).

RUKMINI. The chief queen of Sri Krsna.
1

) Birth. From the following Puranic statements, it

could be understood that Rukmini was the incarnation

of goddess Laksmi.

(i) "Sri Devi (Laksmi) by her portions, took birth in

the earth as Rukmini in the family of Bhlsmaka".

(M.B, Adi Parva, Chapter 67, Stanza 156).

(ii) Formerly Laksmi Devi took birth as the daughter
of Bhrgu by his wife Khyati. Next she took birth from
the sea of Milk at the time of the churning of it by the

combined efforts of the devas and the asuras, to take

Amrta (ambrosia). When Visnu took birth as Aditya,
Laksmi took birth from lotus. When Visnu incarnated

as Parasurama Laksmi Devi became the earth-goddess.
In the incarnation of Sri Rama she became Sita and in

that of Sri Krsna she was Rukmini. (Visnu Purana,
Arnsa 1, Chapter 9).
It was in the kingdom of Vidarbha that Laksmi Devi
took birth as Rukmini during the incarnation of Sri

Krsna. To Bhlsmaka, the King of Vidarbha, five sons

beginning with Rukmi, were born. The sixth was a

daughter who was named Rukmini. She grew up into

a beautiful damsel. (Bhagavata, Skandha 10).

2) Marriage. Rukmini fell in love with Sri Krsna. Her

parents agreed to her choice. But her brother Rukmi
was an enemy of Sri Krsna. Rukmi desired to give his

sister to Sisupala. The date of the marriage was fixed

and the heart was burning within Rukmini. She sent a

Brahmin as messenger to Krsna.
The time of marriage drew near. The kings of Ahga,
Kalinga, Malava, Kekaya, Vanga, Magadha, Kosala,

Salva, Cola, Pandya, Kerala and so on took their seats

in the nuptial hall. Sri Krsna and Balabhadra came
with their army. The army under the leadership of

Balabhadra remained behind and Sri Krsna went alone

to the nuptial hall. While preparations were being
made to give Rukmini to Sisupala, Sri Krsna took her

in his chariot and quickly left the place. All the other

kings who ran after Sri Krsna to fight had to confront

with the mighty army of Balabhadra, who defeated the

kings and returned to Dvaraka. (Bhagavata, Skandha

10).

3) Sons. It is mentioned in Bhagavata, Skandha 10,

that ten sons were born to Sri Krsna by Rukmini.

They were Pradyumna, Carudesna, Sudesna, Carudeha,
Suca.ru, Carugupta, Bhadracaru, Carucandra, Caru-
bhadra and Caru. But a slight difference is observed in

the description of the sons of Rukmini given in

Mahabharata, Anusasana Parva, Chapter 14, Stanzas

33 and 34.

4) Yoked to the chariot by Durvdsas. See under Durvasas,
Para 3.

5) Consoled Arjuna. After the death of Sri Krsna,

Arjuna visited Dvaraka. Seeing the dilapidated city
without rulers and the women without husbands, he
cried aloud. Rukmini Devi ran to him and consoled

him and seated him on a golden chair. (M.B.
Mausala Parva, Chapter 5, Stanza 12).

6) Death. After the death of Sri Krsna, Rukmini, with

the other wives of Sri Krsna jumped into a burning pyre
and died.

"Saibya, Rukmini, Gandhari, HaimavatI and Jamba-

vati jumped into the fire." (M.B. Mausala Parva,
Chapter 7, Stanza 73).

7) The Palace of Rukmini. There is a statement in the

Mahabharata, Daksinatya Patha, Sabha Parva, Chapter
28, about the palace of Rukmini. "Vis"vakarma built

a palace for Sri Krsna at the instance of Indra. The
highest dome of it is covered with gold. So this dome
dazzled as the peak of Mahameru. It was this dome
that was set apart for his beloved wife Rukmini by Sri

Krsna".
RUMA I. A noble woman obtained from the sea of Milk

at the time of its churning by the devas and the asuras
to get Amrta (Celestial honey of immortality). At the
time of the churning, many beautiful and noble things
were obtained from the sea of Milk. Jyestha, Airavata,

Uccaibsravas,Kalpa tree, Cintamani, Kaustubha, Candra

(Moon), Celestial maids, nymphs of heaven, Maha-
laksmi, Tara, Ruma and so on were some of them.

(Kamba Ramayana, Yuddha Kanda) .

RUMA II. The wife of Sugrlva. She was the daughter
of the famous monkey called Panasa. (Brahmanda
Purana, 3:7:221). After driving Sugrlva away from
Kiskindha, Bali took Ruma by force. After the death
of Bali, Ruma returned to Sugrlva. (Valmlki Rama-
yana, Kiskindha Kanda, Chapter 20, 21

;
Padma

Purana 4:' 112:161).
There was Ruma also, among the women who came to

see Sri Rama on his return to Kiskindha after visiting
Vibhlsana. (Padma Purana, Srsti Khanda).

RUMANVAN. Son of Supratlpa, a captain of the army
ofUdayana. (See under Udayana) .

RUMAWAN II. The eldest of the five sons born to

Jamadagni by his wife Renuka. The sons ofJamadagni
were, Rumanvan, Susena, Vasu, Visvavasu and
ParaSurama. It was Rumanvan thatJamadagni ordered
to kill Renuka who was late in fetching water from the
river. But Rumanvan did not obey his father. The
angry hermit cursed Rumanvan. According to the curse
Rumanvan became dull-witted like birds and beasts.

( M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 116, Stanza 10).
RUPAKA. See under Pattu (Ten)
RUPAVAHIKA. A country in ancient India. Mention

is made about this country in Mahabharata, Bhisma
Parva, Chapter 50, Stanza 43.

RUPAVATl. A harlot who lived in Tretayuga. It is

mentioned in Padma Purana, Patala Khanda, that

Rupavatl and her lover Devadasa attained salvation

by adopting the life of a house-holder in the forest.

RUPAVIDYA. The figure of Devi. The figure of Devi,
shown as sitting with twelve hands, is called

Rupavidya. (Agni Purana, Chapter 50) .

RUPINA. A son born to the emperor Ajamidha by his
wife Kesini. He had two brothers named Jahnu and
Vraja. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 94, Stanza 32) .

RURU I. A hermit famous in the Puranas.

1 ) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in the following
order: Brahma-Bhrgu -Cyavana - Pramati - Ruru.

2) Birth. The beautiful Puloma was the wife of Bhrgu.
Bhrgu got the son Cyavana by Puloma. Cyavana
married Sukanya the daughter of Saryati. A son named
Pramati was born to them. The hermit Pramati
married the beautiful damsel Pratapl. Ruru is their
son. He grew up to be a famous hermit. (Devi Bhaga-
vata, Skandha 2) .


