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3) Marriage. Ruru happened to see the exceedingly
beautiful Pramadvara the daughter of Visvavasu by
Menaka. The moment he saw her he fell in love with
her. The father of Pramadvara came to know of this

and he decided to give her in marriage to Ruru.

Preparations for the marriage were being made. One
day during that time Pramadvara who had been run-

ning here and there joyfully, was bitten by a snake

and she fell down dead. Ruru instantly reached the

spot.
Ruru who was greatly sad and disappointed, got down
to the Ganges and bathed. Then rinsing his mouth
he took some water in his hand and said "By the

favour of God I have acquired by my devotion and

worship of gods, devotion and service to my teacher,

by my scripture-study, my worship with Gayatrl, my
prayer, and meditation, my penance, my offerings to

the holy fire, and my oblations, let her come to life.

If she does not come to life, I will die in this Ganges
water." Making this prayer, making the gods witnesses

he poured the water down.

Immediately a messenger from heaven appeared in the

sky and said that she would come to life again provided
Ruru was prepared to give half of his life to her. Ruru
agreed to it. Thus Pramadvara came to life again and
Ruru married her.

(
Devi Bhagavata, Skandha 2 )

.

4) Hatred towards Serpents. A relentless hatred grew up
in the heart of Ruru against serpents, because a serpent
had killed his wife. He wandered about destroying
every serpent he came across. Finally when he confronted
Dundubna he was given exhortations and good advices

regarding righteousness by Dundubhla. (M.B. Adi Parva

Chapter 9, Stanza 19 ). Moreover it is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 12, that Ruru had
taken a lively interest in the sacrifice of Janamejaya
meant for the extermination of serpents.

RURU II. A mighty and valiant Asura. After procur-
ing a boon from Brahma, Ruru became arrogant and
attacked the realm of gods. The Devas who were de-
feated by Ruru ran to the Blue mountain and prostrat-
ed before the goddess Sakti, who had been doing
penance there. This goddess Sakti had been born from
the matted hair of Siva.

Ruru followed the Devas and reached the Blue moun-
tain. When Devi saw Ruru and his mighty army a
loud laugh burst out from her. From that laugh thou-

sands of devilish figures came into existence. They
completely annihilated the army of Ruru. After this

Devi killed Ruru with the nail of her toe.
(
Padma

Purana, Srstf Khanda).
RURUKA.

'

A King of the Iksvaku dynasty. This King
was a scholar in economics and administration.

(Harivarhsa, 1
; 13; 29).

RUSABHANU. WifeofHiranyaksa, an asura. (Bhaga-
vata, Skandha 7).

RUSADRATHA. A King of the Aiiga family. He was
the son of Titiksu and the father of Paila, a member
of the line of Vyasa's disciples. (Agni Purana, Chapter
277).

RUSADRU. A King in ancient India. It is mentioned
in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter 8, Stanza 13,

that this King stays in the palace of Yama.
RUAMA. A Priest who had studied the Vedas well.

A story occurs in the 'Pancavims'abrahmana', about
*his priest.

Once Indra and Rumania bet on going round the

world. Both got ready and started. But RuSama
walked round Kuruksetra and returned, while Indra
travelled the whole of the way round the world and

kept the conditions. The question arose as to who won
the bet. The devas gave the decision, "Kuruksetra is

the dais of Brahma, and so Kuruksetra contains the

entire world. Therefore both Indra and Rusama were
declared to have won the bet."

RUSAixtGU. An ancient hermit. Once the great
hermit Arstisena came to the hermitage of Rusangu and
did severe penance. ViSvamitra obtained Brahmanatva

(Brahminhood ) by doing penance in this place. To-
wards the end of his life Rusangu and his sons came to

Prthudakatlrtha and sang laudatory songs about
Prthudakatlrtha. Rusangu said that those who did

penance and died in this holy bath would not have to

undergo miseries after death. (M.B. Salya Parva,

Chapter 39, Stanza 24).
RUSARDDHIKA. A wicked King of the Saurastra

dynasty. Mention is made about this King in Maha-
bharata, Udyoga Parva, Chapter 74, Stanza 14.

RUYYAKA (RUCIKA). A Sanskrit playwright who
lived in the 12th century. He has another name
'Rucika' also. The book of criticism called "Alankara-

sarvasva" is written by him. He was the teacher of

Mankha, the author of Srlkanthacarita'. Some are of

opinion that Ruyyaka had written only the Sutras in

the book 'Alankarasarvasva' and that the gloss or

commentary was given by Mankha. Some of the other

works of Rucika are Sahrdayallla, Alankaranusarani

etc.

S
A (ST). The letter Sa means to lie down and also

Samkara. 'Sam' means comfort or happiness. (Agni
Purana, Chapter 348).

SA (T). Sa means noble, sublime. (Agni Purana,

Chapter '348).
SA (?T). The sound 'Sa' means indirect; 'Sa, Laksml

(Goddess of wealth and prosperity) and 'sam' means
hair. (Agni Purana, Chapter 348).

CABALA. A naga born to Kasyapaprajapati of his wife

Kadru. (Adi Parva, Chapter 85, Verse 7).

SABALAKSA. A divine maharsi. He once visited

Bhisma. ( Anus"asana Parva, Chapter 26, Verse 7) .

SABALASVA I. The thousand sons born to Daksa of

his wife Virarri, are known as Sabalasvas. To procre-
ate man-kind Daksa first created five hundred sons by
his wife Asikni and named them Harya.'vas.
Daksa had to create the SabalasVas as the Harya.'vas
were misled by Narada. But, Narada approached and
told the Sabalasvas also that it was not correct on
their part to procreate children before they had studied

the interior, exterior, bottom and top of the earth.

Believing Narada's advice the Sabala^vas also set out

to measure the extent of the earth and they have not

yet returned. Because of this Brahma, cursed that

Narada, instead of living at one place, should always
be on the move. (Visnu Purana, Part 1, Chapter 15).

SABALASVA II. A King born in the dynasty of King
Kuru. His father, Aviksit or Asvavan was the grand-
son of King Kuru. Aviksit had, besides Sabalasva,
seven sons calied Parlksit, Adiraja Viraja, Salmali,
UccaisY ravas, Bharhgakara and Jitari. (Adi Parva,

Chapter 94, Verse 52).


