
SAKAVAKTRA 668 SAKUNA
SAKAVAKTRA. A warrior of Subrahmanya. (Maha-

bharata, Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 78).
SAKAYANYA. A maharsi. (For details see under

Brhadratha).
SAKHA. According to one view Sakha was the

younger brother of Subrahmanya while there are others
who maintain that he was Subrahmanya 's son. In verse

37, Chapter 44 of Salya Parva it is stated that Sakha
was the son of the Vasu Anala and the younger
brother of Subrahmanya and that he had two brothers
called Vaisakha and Naigameya. It is stated in

Chapter 15, part 1 of Visnu Purana as follows:- "Apa,
Dhruva, Soma, Dharma, Anila, Agni, Pratyusa and
Prabhasa are the asfavasus. Vaitanda, Srama, Santa,
and Dhvani were sons of Apa/ Kaia, who annihilates
the entire world is the son of Dhruva and Varccas is

Soma's son. Varccas gives people the vital glow.
Dravina, Hutahavyavaha, Sisvara, Prana and Varuna
were the sons of Dharma by Manohara. Anila's wife
was Siva, and two sons, Manojava and Avijiiatagati
were born to the couple. Kumara, son of Agni was born
in Sarastamba and he had three brothers called Sakha,
Visakha and Naigameya."
The following story about the birth of Sakha is from
Taraiiga 6, Lavanakalambaka of Kathasaritsagara:
Defeated in battle by Tarakasura, Indra decided to
have no more fight with him and retired to Mount
Mahameru. Devas and maharsis sought asylum with
Subrahmanya, who gave them protection. Indra
came to know of it and fought with Subrahmanya
feeling that the latter had captured his kingdom. Two
sons, Sakha and ViSakha were born from the face of
Subrahmanya wounded by the Vajrayudha of Indra.

SAKRA. A synonym of Indra. (See under Indra.)SAKRADEVA. A prince of Kalinga, who fought on the
Kaurava side in the great war and got killed by
Bhima. (Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 54, Verse 24).SAKRAKUMARIKA. A sacred place from very olden
days. Those who bathe there will attain heaven. (Vana
Parva, Chapter 82, Verse 81 ).

SAKRAVAPI. A naga, which lived in a forest near
Girivraja. The forest was near the as"rama of Gautama.
(Sabha Parva, Chapter 21, Verse 9).

SAKRAVARTTA. A holy place. He who worships
Devatas and the souls of his ancestors here will attain
the holy world. (Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 29) .

SAKRDGRAHA. A rural area in ancient India.
(Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 66).

SAKTA. Son of Manasvl, the great-grandson of emperor
Puru. Sauviri was his mother. He had two brothers
called Sarhhanana and Vagmi, both of them great in
warfare. (Adi Parva, Chapter 94, Verse 7)

SAKTI i.

(
1

) General. Son of Vasisfha by Arundhatl. He was
the first-born among the hundred sons of Vasisfha.
Kalmasapada, the Raksasa captured and ate Sakti
and his pregnant wife Adrgyanti spent her days in

great grief with Vasistha. Parasaramuni, father of
Vyasa, was Adrsyantl's son. (For details see under
(Adiiyanti).

2) Other information

(i) It was Siva, who incarnated himself as the son of
Vasisfha.

(ii) Gopayana, Bharadvaja, Apastamba and Arnodara

belong to the line of disciples of Sakti. (Vamana
Purana, Chapter 6) .

SAKTI II. The weapon of Subrahmanya is called

Sakti, and it was made by VisVakarman. Vis"vakarman
once grilled Surya (sun) on his machine and reduced
his glow. The glow thus released by Visvakarman fell

on the earth and Visvakarman made with that glow
the cakra (disc) of Visnu, the trisula (trident) of Siva
the Puspaka, aerial chariot of Kubera and the Sakti of

Subrahmanya. CVisnu Purana, Part 3, Chapter 2).
SAKTI HI. The sound 'S' means welfare or prosperity
and 'kti' prowess. Therefore Sakti means she, who is

the embodiment ofprosperity and prowess or she, who
grants prosperity and prowess. The definition of
'Bhagavati' is, she who combines in herself knowledge
affluence, wealth, reputation, power and the female
organ. Therefore the word 'Sakti' may be taken to mean
Bhagavati and ParvatI, and what are termed as Bhaga-
vati, Sakti, Devi, Ambika, ParvatI etc. are the mani-
festations of Sakti, Siva's spouse. This Sakti exists

fractionally in all Devas. When, once upon a time the
devasura war broke out the Saktis of Devas like
Brahma emerged to help Candika. The vehicle, orna-
ments, weapon etc. of eachDeva, his Devi also possessed.
The Saktis (Devis) of the Devas appeared in the follow-

ing manner. Brahmani, wife of Brahma, rode on the
swan wearing beads around her neck and holding the
water-vessel in her hands. She Was followed by Vaisnavi
Visnu's Sakti on Garuda wearing yellow clothes and
with the conch, disc, lotus etc. in her hands. Sankarl
Siva's Sakti rode on the ox with the crescent moon and
serpents as ornaments and holding in her hands the
Sula. 'Kaumari', Subrahmanya's Sakti rode on
Airavata with sula in hands. The Sakti called 'Varahi
in the form of a great boar rode carrying a corpse,
Narasirhhi' Sakti took the form ofnarasirhha (half man
and half lion). Yamya, Yama's s"akti, rode on
buffalo holding in her hands a long stick. Saktis
called Kauberi and Varuni took their respective forms
and in this manner all the Saktis came to the help
of Devi. This sight pleased not only the Devas, but
the mother of the universe also. Along with them in-
carnated on earth Sarhkara, who gives 's am' (happiness)
to the world and blessed Candika on the battle-field

(Devi Bhagavata, 5th and 9th Skandhas).
SAKTIBHADRA. A dramatist in Sanskrit, who lived

in the seventh century A.D. He belonged to Cheng-annur in the Kerala State. He was a disciple of

Saiikaracarya.
The Dramatic composition 'Ascarya-

cudamani' is his work.

Saktibhadra, after writing his drama, once read it out
to Sankaracarya. As the acarya was observing silence
that day, he made no comments about the drama.
Disappointed at this silence of his Guru, the drama-
tist burnt his work to ashes in fire. When his observ-
ance of silence was over, the Guru asked his disciple
for the drama. When told about the burning of the
drama the acarya repeated from memory the whole
drama. The above legend is widely prevalent in
Kerala.

SAKUNA(OMENS).
1

) General. In ancient times people in all countries used
to consider Sakunas to be harbingers of good or evi 1 things .

Today also many people believe in omens. In India


