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(18) He then fought with Yudhisthira, Nakula and
Sahadeva and got defeated. (Bhlsma Parva, Chapter
105, Verse 8).

( 19) He fought with Sahadeva. (Drona Parva, Chapter
14, Verse 22).

(20) Then Sakuni resorted to certain magical tricks.

Arjuna successfully faced the tricks and Sakuni ran

away from the battlefield. (Drona Parva, Chapter 30,
Verse 15).

(21) He fought with Abhimanyu. (Drona Parva,
Chapter 37, Verse 5) .

(22) He fought with Nakula and Sahadeva. (Drona
Parva, Chapter 96, Verse 21).

(23) He fought with Satyaki. (Drona Parva, Chapter
120, Verse 11).

(24) Bhimasena killed the seven maharathis and five

brothers of Sakuni. (Drona Parva, Chapter 1 57, Verse 22
)

.

(25) Nakula defeated Sakuni. (Drona Parva, Chapter
269, Verse 16).

( 26) He attacked the Pandava army at the instance of

Duryodhana. (Drona Parva, Chapter 170, Verse 66)
(27) Arjuna defeated Sakuni. (Drona Parva, Chapter
161, Verse 25).

(28) On the death of Dronacarya Sakuni ran away
from the battlefield in great fear. (Drona Parva, Chap-
ter 193, Verse 9).

(29) In the fight that followed he defeated Srutasena.

(
Karna Parva, Chapter 25, Verse 40) .

(30) Sakuni was defeated in the fighting with Satyaki.
(Karna Parva, Chapter 61, Verse 48) .

(31) In the fight with Bhima he fell down. (Karna
Parva, Chapter 77, Verse 66) .

(32) In the next fight he killed the Kalinda prince.
(Karna Parva, Chapter 85, Verse 7).

(33 ) Cavalry of the Pandavas attacked Sakuni and he
got wounded. (Salya Parva, Chapter 23, Verse 41).
(34) In the battle that followed Sahadeva killed

Sakuni. (Salya Parva, Chapter 28, Verse 61 ).

(35) After the war was over Vyasa summoned the

souls of those killed in the war to the surface of Gaiiga
and Sakuni 's soul was present among them. (Alrama-
vasika Parva, Chapter 32, Verse 9).

(36) After his death he joined Dvapara.(Svargarohana
Parva, Chapter 5, Verse 21 ).

(37) Synonyms of Sakuni used in Mahabharata:

Gandharapati, Gandhararaja, Gandhararajaputra,
Gandhararajasuta, Kitava, Parvatlya, Saubala, Sauba-
laka, Saubaleya, Subalaja and Subalaputra.

SAKUNI. A maharsi, who lived in Madhu forest. Of
the nine sons of Sakuni, Dhruva, Sila, Budha and Tara
were house-holders and agnihotris (

those who sacrificed

offerings in fire). (Padma Purana, Svarga Khanda 81) .

SAKUNIGRAHA. Vinata, in 'her fierce attitude or

aspect is Sakunigraha. Brahmins call it Skandapasmara
also. (Vana Parva, Chapter 280, Verse 26) .

SAKUNIKA. A female attendant of Subrahmanya.
(Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Verse 15) .

SAKUNTA. A son of Visvamitra. He was a Vedantin.

(M.B. AnuSasana Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 50) .

SAKUNTALA. Foster-daughter of sage Kanva.
1) Birth. Sakuntala was a daughter born to ViSva-
mitra of the Apsara woman called Menaka. Visvamitra
was engaged in intense tapas on the banks of river

Malini in the Himalayas. Indra deputed Menaka to

break the maharsi's tapas. She enticed him away from

his tapas and got pregnant by him. But she forsook
the child on the banks of Malini and returned to

Devaloka.

2) Childhood. Birds gathered round the forsaken

orphan-child. While Sakuntas i.e. birds were petting the

child Kanva came that way, saw the child and took it

with him to the asrama. As sakuntas had petted it, the
child was named Sakuntala.

3) As queen. King Dusyanta of the lunar dynasty
married Sakuntala and to the couple was born the

famous Bharata. This is the original story about
Sakuntala's married life. All the Indian languages
contain two different versions of Sakuntala's life. One
version is that related in Vyasa's Bharata and the second
is that contained in Kalidasa's Sakuntala. Many scho-
lars opine that in the matter of the Sakuntala episode
Kalidasa has gone a step further and for the better, and
therefore both the versions of the story are to be care-

fully studied by us.

(i) Vyasa's Sakuntala. Sakuntala, now grown up as a

maiden, was alone in the asrama when King Dusyanta,
.out in the forest on a hunting expedition, came there.

In the absence of her foster-father Kanva, Sakuntala
welcomed the King. They fell in love with each other
and the King married Sakuntala according to the
Gandharva way of marriage and lived with her for a
few days. Sakuntala became pregnant. The King
returned to his palace.
Kanva returned to the asrama and he was pleased that
what had been destined to take place had happened.
In due course of time Sakuntala delivered a boy, who
was named Sarvadamana. When the child was grown
up, Kanva sent his mother along with him to Dus-

yanta's palace. The King did not recognise them, but
a celestial voice convinced him that the child was his

own son. The King heartily welcomed his wife and
son and Sakuntala lived in the palace as his honoured
wife.

(ii) Kalidasa's Sakuntala. Kanva brought up Sakuntala
born to Visvamitra of Menaka in his asrama and she
had two companions called Anasuya and Priyarhvada.
All the three grew up and became maidens.

King Dusyanta, who went out hunting in the forest

followed a deer to Kanva's agrama where he saw
Sakuntala watering the garden with her companions.
Kanva was then away at Cakratirtha. Dusyanta, who
fell in love with Sakuntala, married her according to

the Gandharva rules and lived with her at the asrama
for a few days. Meanwhile Sakuntala became preg-
nant, and emissaries from the palace came and the

King returned with them. He left the asrama after

promising Sakuntala that he would soon return to

her. He gave her his signet ring.
Sad over the separation from Dusyanta and immersed
in thought about him, Sakuntala was sitting there in the

asrama when Durvasas came there. She did not see

the maharsi nor welcome him respectfully. He got

angry at this and cursed her that she be forgotten by
him about whom she was so intensely thinking. Sakun-
tala did not hear the curse either, but her companions
who heard it begged pardon of the muni on behalf
of Sakuntala and prayed for absolution from the curse.

Then he said that if Sakuntala showed the King any
sign about their relationship the King would remember
her. Her companions did not tell Sakuntala about the


