
SALAGRAMA 673 SALIHOTRA

(i) Laksminarayana. With one hole, four cakras

(wheels) and Vanamala (a line like the garland) and,

of the colour of clouds.

(ii) Lakfmljandrdana. This is the same as Laksmlnara-

yana, with the difference that there will be no
Vanamala.

(iii) Raghundtha. With two holes and four wheels and
mark of the hoof of a calf. This also will have no
Vanamala.

(iv) Vamana. With two very small wheels and
the colour of the cloud. This too will have no
Vanamala.

(v) Sridhara. This is the same as Vamana with the

exception that it will be having Vanamala. The house

in which this is placed will have a prosperity and well

being of its own.

(vi) Damodara. Will be large and round with two
cakras (wheels) and with no Vanamala.

(vii) Ranardma. Neither too large nor too small, but of

medium size and round, with two wheels and the

marks of child's kick, bow and quiver.

(viii) Rdjardjesvara. Of the size of Ranarama with

seven cakras, (wheels), ornamented with the mark of

umbrella. This will earn for the possessor kingly
wealth.

(ix) Ananta. Somewhat thick with fourteen wheels,
and as black as a cloud. This Salagrama will give men
the four Purusarthas (objects of life) 'Dharmartha-
kamamoksa' (Duty, wealth, desire and salvation) .

(x) Madhusudana. A salagrama in the shape of a wheel
with two wheels, and impression of cow's hoof,

having the shade of cloud, of ordinary size. This will

be very bright.

(xi) Sudarsana. Sudarsana will have only one cakra

(wheel).

(xii) Gadddhara. This also will be having only one
wheel which will not be bright.

(xiii) Hayagriva. This will have two wheels and the face

of a horse.

(xiv) Ndrasimha. With a very wide mouth, two wheels,
and awful shape. This Salagrama will cause instant

self-renunciation.

(xv) Laksminarasimha. This also will be having a wide
mouth and two wheels. Besides these, there will be the

Vanamala also. This will make house-holders cosy
and comfortable.

(xvi) Vdsudeva. The Salagrama with two wheels at

the region of the hole and with round shape having
vividness and brightness, is Vasudeva. This will grant
all desires.

(xvii) Pradyumna. This will have only a minute wheel.
The colour will be that of clouds. But on the outer

side, there will be a hole in the inside of which there

will be a number of cuts or dents. This will give house-
holders comfort always.

(xtfiii) Sankarsana. In the Sarikarsana two wheels
will be joined face to face. The fore-part will be thin-

ner than the hind-part. This also will do good to

house-holders.

(xix) Aniruddha. The colour of this is yellow. This
will be quite round and bright. This also will give
comfort to the house-holder. (Devi Bhagavata,
Skandha 9

; Agni PuriLna, Chapter 46) .

4). The greatness oj Salagrama. Of these, the stones

with cakras (the weapon Discus), are Bhagavan Visnu

in reality. Those who worship this stone with mark of

cakra, need not have to take another birth. He who

habitually worships Salagrama, should avoid arro-

gance and should be charitable. He who worships

Salagrama with the mark of wheel should not covet

others' wealth and women. The cakra from Dvaraka
and the stone from' Gandaki will bring atonement in

a moment for sins incurred in a hundred births. Even
if one has incurred thousands of sins, one will get remis-

sion for all of them by drinking the water of Salagrama.
Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vaisya and Sudra will attain

heaven if they become house-holders according to

Vedic convention and worship Salagrama. On no
account should women worship Salagrama. If by
ignorance, a woman, whether she is good-natured or of

a higher status, happens to touch Salagrama, all her

merits earned by good deeds will be lost and she will

go to hell. Brahmin sages say that women throwing
flowers as oblation on Salagrama, commit the greatest
sin. If a woman touches a Salagrama, the offering of

Sandal-wood will be like poisoned rice, flowers like

diamond, and meals presented to god before being
eaten by the servants in the temple, will be like Kala-
kuta

(
thj poison of Vasuki), to Bhagavan Visnu. If

a woman touches Salagrama, she will have to remain
in hell for the duration of fourteen Indras. Even the

sin of Brahmahatya (killing a brahmin) will be remit-

ted by drinking the water of Salagrama and he will

attain heaven. Basil ( tulasi) sandalwood, water, conch

tinkling bell, wheel, stone, copper pot, and name of

Visnu comprise 'Padamrta' (the celestial nectar of

words) which is said to have the power of remit-

ting sins. The merits obtained by bathing in all

the tirthas and the performing of all the yagas (sacri-

fices) dwell in each drop of water of Salagrama.
(Padma Purana, Patala Khanda, Chapter 20).

SALAKA. Wife ofmaharsiDhananjaya, who belonged
to Vasistha gotra. (For details see under Dhananjaya
V).

&ALAKARA. A naga born in Taksaka's dynasty. It was
burnt to death at the serpent yajna ofJanamejaya. (Adi
Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 9) .

SALAKATAftKATA (SALAKATAKlKA )
I A synonym

for Alambusa. (See under Alambusa).
SALAKATASIKATA II. A giantess who was the daugh-

ter of Sandhya. The giant Vidyutkela married this

giantess Salakatarikata. A son named Sukesa was born
to them. (See under Vidyutkes'a).

SALAKATA5IKATI. Another name of the giantess
Hidimba. (

See under Hidimba) .

SALA5IK.AYANA. A son ofVisvamitra. He was an expound-
er of the Vedas. Mention is made in Mahabharata,
Amis' asana Parva, Chapter 4, about this Salankayana.

SALI. A maharsi in the lineage of Gurus (preceptors).
See under Guruparampara.

SALIHOTRA. A muni of ancient days. Vyasa had once
lived in his aSrama. There was a tree near the asrama
which had outlived time. A drink of the water in the

pond here quenches hunger and thirst. The tree and the

pond were created by the power of Salihotra's tapas.
The Pandavas, during their life in exile in the forest,
visited this place in the company of HidimbI and
quenched their hunger and thirst by drinking water
from this pond. (M.B., Southern text, Chapter 154).


