
SANJIVANAMANI

SANJIVANAMAyi. The jewel in the head of serpents.
There is a tradition among the poets that this jewel is

the basis of the serpent's life. There is a story in Maha
bharata, As"vamedhika Parva, Chapter 30

,
Verse 42,

stating how Babhruvahana brought Arjuna to life by
Sanjfvanamani. (For details see under Babhruvahana) .

SA&KALPA. One of the sons born to Dharmadeva by
his wife Sahkalpa. (Bhagavata, Skandha 6).

SA&KALPA. A daughter of Daksa. Dharmadeva
married the following ten daughters of Daksa, i.e.

Arundhati, Vasu, YamI, Lamba, Bhanu, Marutvati,
Saiikalpa, Muhurta, Sadhya and Visva.

ANKARA I. A synonym of Siva.

SA5IKARA II. A simpleton, who was killed by his

wife. This brahmin had a very mean wife called

Kalipriya. After killing her husband she left the place
with her paramour. But, wild animals killed him on
their way in the forest. In all repentance Kalipriya
returned home and after worshipping the corpse of her
husband she observed Karttika vrata at the instance of
certain women. Thereby she got absolution from sin

and attained heaven. (Padma Parana, Brahmakhanda,
Chapter 10).

SA&KARACARYA.
1) General. The spiritual and philosophical preceptor
of India. Sri Sarikara was born in the village of Kalati
on the banks of the holy river Periyar. also called

Curna and Purna. According to certain scholars he was
born in 509 B.C. while certain others contend that he
saw the light of day in 84 A.D. Yet others place his

date of birth in various periods between 509 B.C. and 84
A. D. Whatever that may be, the great acarya is be-
lieved to have lived only for 32 years.

2) Birth. The name of Saiikara's father was Sivaguru
and that of his mother Aryamba. This nambudiri couple
had no issues for a long time. So they went to Tiisiva-

perur (Trichur) to worship Siva in the famous Siva

temple there. The idol in that temple is known as

Vrsacalegvara and Vatakkunnatha also. Ere long Lord
Siva blessed them with a son. The belief is still held

that, pleased with the prayer of Sivaguru and Aryamba
Siva himself was born as their son. The child began
exhibiting extraordinary intellectual powers. At the age
of five the boy Sankara was invested with the sacred

thread. By the time he was eight years old he had
earned deep erudition in the Vedas, Sastras, Puranas,

epics (itihasas) etc. His father was no more by then
and on the mother devolved the duty of bringing the

child up.
3) Crocodile-attack. The boy showed no taste for or

interest in childish plays, but evinced a tendency to-

wards a life of renunciation. This attitude of the son

pained the mother much and she wanted her son to get
married. But, the boy did not like the idea. As fate

would have it, an incident which proved to be a turning

point in the boy's life occurred soon. One day the

mother and her son were bathing in the Periyar,
when a crocodile caught hold of the boy. He cried

aloud, and the mother got greatly alarmed. There was a

custom for one to take tosannyasa, irrespective ofcircum-

stances, when danger or death threatened one, and that

is called apatsannyasa. Saiikara prayed to his mother
for permission to take to sannyasa at that moment when
his end was near, and willynilly the mother granted per-
mission. All at once the crocodile, which had so unex-
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pectedly attacked him, disappeared equally unexpectedly.
The boy came out of the river absolutely unhurt. The
decision to take to sannyasa was taken once for all.

Sankara assured his mother, before he started on a tour

of the country, that he would be present at her bedside

during her last days and also that he would duly perform
her obsequies.

4) In the presence of the preceptor. Sankara, who then
was not even seven years old, started for the north in

quest of a preceptor, and on the banks of the Narmada
he saw Govinda - bhagavatpada, the disciple of Sri

Gaudapada. The Bhagavatpada was sitting in a cave
surrounded by many wise people. Sankara approached
and requested him to admit him as a disciple and grant
him sannyasa. Sankara's prayer was granted.

5) Controlled flood. A wonderful thing happened while
Sarikara was living at the asrama. The Narmada was
in spate and the huts on its banks were about to be

submerged in water. People got alarmed. Then Sankara

put his kamandalu (vessel which sannyasins keep with
them for water) and chanted the Jalakarsana Mantra,

(hymn to attract water) . At once the water which had
flooded the banks flowed back into the river. People
and their huts were saved. Afterwards his Guru asked
Saiikara to go to and live in Ka<5 and write Bhasyas
( commentaries) on the Prasthanatrayam, i.e. the Brahma-

sutras, the Upanisads and the Gita.

6) Padmapdda. Accordingly Saiikara went to Kasi. It

was there that he took as his first disciple Visnusarman,
a young man from the Cola region of the country.
Sankara called him Sanandana. Afterwards other disci-

ples also came in. But, gradually jealousies cropped
up in the ranks of the disciples. The other disciples of

Sankara thought that the latter was partial towards
Sanandana and showed special affection and regards
to him. Sankara then decided to prove to the others

that Sanandana was a disciple of exceptional talents and
merits. One day Sankara was bathing with his other

disciples in the Gariga, and he called Sanandana who
was on the other side of the river to go to him. Sanan-
dana walked on the surface of the water to his Guru,
and as he took each step a lotus flower appeared beneath
and held him up from sinking into the water. From
that day onwards he came to be called Padmapada,
and his colleagues also realised his greatness.

7) Hastamalaka. Hastamalaka was one of the best disci-

ples of Sankara. There is a story about his becoming
Sankara's disciple. He was born dumb. His father,
Divakara took Hastamalaka to Sa:')kara believing that

due to the blessing of the great Guru his son would gain

powers of speech. Saiikara asked the dumb boy, 'who
are you?' and the boy answered, 'I am the soul, which
has no relationship with the parts and attributes of body
and mind and which is also entirely different from them'.

There were certain verses, which the boy recited as

answer to Sa/ikara's question and each verse ended with

'nityopalabdhisvarupohamruma' (I am the atman and
eternal knowledge, consciousess, is its characteristic).
The boy's answer pleased Sankara, who took him as a

disciple of his. The boy was given sannyasa under
the name Hastamalaka the meaning of which word is

he who is in possession of knowledge like the goose-

berry in one's palm.


