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not come at first. Then Brahma remembered
SarasvatI and she appeared under the name Suprabha.
Thus she appeared before the hermits who were doing
penance in that place assuming seven different figures.
From that day onwards the place became famous under
the name Saptasarasvata. (See under SarasvatI).

SAPTASVAS. The seven horses of the Sun. The chariot

of the Sun is nine thousand yojanas long and its shaft

is eighteen-thousand yojanas long. The length of the

axle is fifteen million seven lakhs yojanas. The wheel
is secured to this axle:. The entire wheel of 'Time'

(Kalacakra) stuck fast in the undiminishing figure of

'year' with three naves of the wheel, five spokes and

sixty rings. The chariot is drawn by seven horses.

They are the seven Vedic metres with their theory.

They are Gayatri, Brhati, Usnik, Jagati, Tristup,

Anusjup and Pankti. (Visnu Purana, Ainsa 2, Chapter
8).

'

SAPTOPAYAS. (The seven expedients). See under

Caturupayas.
SARABHA I. A naga born in the Taksaka dynasty. It

was burnt to death at Janamejaya's serpent yajna. (Adi
Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 8) .

SARABHA II. A naga born in the Airavata dynasty.
It was burnt to death at Janamejaya's serpent yajiia.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 1 1) .

SARABHA III. A notorious Danava, son of Kaiyapa-
prajapati by his wife Danu. (Adi Parva, Chapter 65,

^
Verse 26) .

SARABHA IV. A maharsi, who worships Yama in his

court. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 8, Verse 14).
SARABHA V. Brother of Dhrstaketu, King of Cedi. He
was a friend and supporter of the Pandavas. During the

asvamedha he helped Arjuna to lead the yajnic horse.

(Asvamedhika Parva, Chapter 83, Verse 3) .

SARABHA VI. A brother of Sakuni. He was killed in

the great war by Bhima. (Drona Parva, Chapter 157,
Verse 24).

SARABHA VII. Virabhadra incarnated himself as

Sarabha to defeat Narasirhhamurti. (Siva Purana,

Satarudrasarhhita) .

SARABHA&GA. A Maharsi, who lived in the Dandaka
forest during the 'forest-life' of Sri Rama. (Valmiki
Ramayana, Aranyakanda, Canto IV). When Sri

Rama visited Sarabhariga's asrama, Indra too came
there, but went away saying that he would meet the

maharsi after the great mission of Rama was over. The
maharsi told Rama that he was waiting to see him and
did not accompany Indra to Devaloka as he wanted to

go there only after seeing Rama. Rama answered the

Maharsi that he would take upon himself all the

spiritual assets and good results of the actions of the

Maharsi, and wanted him to point out a place for

them (Rama and others) to live. SarabhaAga directed

them to the asrama of Sutiksna, and after that ended
his life by leaping into the fire and attained Brahmaloka.

SARABHAtNlGASRAMA. A holy place. Those who
visit the place purify their families. (Vana Parva,

Chapter 85, Verse 42) .

SARADANDAYANI. A Kekaya King. His wife,

Srutasena was the younger sister of Kunti. As the

couple did not get a child even very long after their

marriage, the King got performed, with Srutasena's

permission, the 'Pumsavana' yajna with the result that

three sons (Durjaya and others) were born to them.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 111).
SARADVAN. A muni, the son of Gautama. From his

very infancy he preferred learning the dhanurveda

(science of archery) to the other Vedas. While a
brahmacarin (Religious student) he performed tapas
and secured divine arrows. Afterwards, having been
overcome by the charms and appeals of an apsara
woman named Janapati, Saradvan had seminal
emission from which were born Krpa and Krpi. (For
details see under Krpa) .

SARADVATl. An apsara woman. She attended the

birthday celebrations of Arjuna.
SARAGULMA. A monkey in Rama's army. (Valmiki
Ramayana, Kiskindha Kanda, 41, 3).

SARAKATlRTHA. A famous sacred place in Kuru-
ksetra. He who takes his bath here on Caturdasl day
of the dark half and worships Siva will have all his

desires fulfilled and will attain heaven. (Vana Parva,

Chapter 83) . Within this tirtha there are a crore of

other tirthas called Rudrakoti, Kupakunda etc. The
sacred place to the east of it is said to belong to Narada.

SARALOMA. A maharsi, the father of Dasura.
Vasistha once told Sri Rama the story of Dasura to

prove that the world is all an illusion.

Dasura was the only son of Saraloma, a muni, who
performed tapas in the plains of the mountain in

Magadha. Datura too did tapas in another part of
the mountain. While the father and the son were

living happily the father entered samadhi and the son

wept over the loss of his father. Then a forest-nymph
comforted him with celestial advice.

Dasura performed his father's obsequies. He began
thinking that the earth was impure and that the top of

trees was pure and decided to do tapas in such a manner
that he got power to sit on the branches and leaves of

trees. Accordingly he made a big pit of fire and began
making offerings of flesh cut from his body into the fire.

Agnibhagavan (Fire-deity) appeared and asked him to

choose the boons he wanted. Das ura told Agni as

follows: "Oh Lord; I do not find any pure spot on this

earth, which is full of created living beings. You should

therefore, grant me the power to live on the tops of

trees." Agni granted him the boon.

Dasura then climbed a big tree in the forest and occu-

pied, without the least fear, a tender leaf at the top of
the topmost branch of the tree. He there assumed the

Padmasana (the lotus seat for meditation) . His mind
was functioning actively as it had not been turned in-

wards into true knowledge. With his mind in such a
state he performed yajna. He continued performing
yajnas like gomedha, a'vamedha etc. mentally for ten

years. Then self-illuminating knowledge arose in his

mind, and he saw a beautiful forest-nymph seated

beautifully attired at the end of the tender leaf on
which he was sitting. She was looking very sad, her
head bent down. Dasura asked her, who she was so

much beautiful and attractive as to evoke love even in

Kama (the God of love) . She answered him in a sweet
voice as follows: "Very rare desires in life may be got if

great men are requested for. I am the forest-nymph
of this forest beautified by the tree you sit on and by
trees and creepers equally beautiful. An assembly of the

forest-nymphs has been held to celebrate a festival for


