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seven names, and for the total eight names eight
Murtis (forms) wives and children were allotted. Bhava,
Sarva, I* ana, Pasupati, Bhlma, Ugra and Mahadeva
were the additional seven names, and Sun. Water,
Earth, Wind, Fire, Sky, the Brahmin who has taken

diksa and Moon were the eight Murtis and the presiding
deities allotted to them. To these deities the following
wives were also allotted, i.e. Suvarcala, Usa, Vikesi, Siva,

Svaha, Disa, Diksa and Rohinl. The world is full with

their progenies. Sanai^cara, Sukra, Lohitanga, Mano-

java, Skanda, Sarga, Santana and Budha are the sons of

the above eight wives. This Rudra married Sati, daugh-
ter of Daksaprajapati. (

Visnu Purana, Part 1, Chapter 8).

(ii) Brahma whose predominant quality or attribute

is rajas was born from the navel of Mahavisnu. From
the Centre of the brow of Brahma was born Rudra of

Tamasic quality. Brahma, by the power of his tapas,

acquired the power of creation and created a red-col-

oured world by his attribute of rajas. The very same
world is annihilated by Rudra at the close of the Kalpa
period. (Devi Bhagavata, 7thSkandha).
(iii )

From the wrath of Brahma was born Rudra, from
his lap Narada, from his finger Daksa, from his mind
Sanaka and others, and from his left finger a daughter
called Viranl. (Devi Bhagavata, 7th Skandha).
(iv) Four 'mental sons' of Brahma Sanaka, Sanandana
Sanatana and Sanatkumara showed disinclination to

beget progenies. Brahma got angry at this attitude of

the four sons and from the centre of his brow was born
a body blue and white in colour, and he, in tears,

requested Brahma for names and stations. Blessing him

by saying 'ma ruda' (do not cry) Brahma allotted him
names and stations. He became famous by the name
Rudra. He was also given eleven more names by
Brahma as follows : Manyu, Manu, Mahinasa, Mahan,
Siva, Rtudhvaja, Ugraretas, Bhava, Kama, Vamadeva
and Dhrtavrata. These names are otherwise famous as

follows: Aja, Ekapada, Ahirbudhnya, Tvas^a, Rudra,
Hara, Sambhu, Tryambaka, Aparajita, Is ana and Tri-

bhuvana. The eleven Rudras were also allotted the

following eleven positions by Brahma i.e. heart, the five

organs of the body, vital force
( Prana) wind, fire,

water, earth, sun and moon. Rudra has eleven wives,
called DhI,Vrtti, Usana, Uma, Niyuta, Sarpis, lla, Amb-
ika, Iravati, Sudha and Diksa. Rudra, under the name
Siva, is considered to be the third of the trinity. The
doctrine is that as long as time is real, deluge, or annihi-

lation does not take place. Therefore, Rudrasamhara

(annihilation by Rudra) may be taken to mean only as

the beginning of new creation.

(v) At the commencement of Yuga (era) Brahma was
born from the navel of Visnu. Two asuras called Madhu
and Kai^abha rushed up to kill Brahma, and from the

brow of Visnu, who got angry towards the asuras was
born Siva holding in his hands Sula (the three-pronged
trident). (Vana Parva, Chapter 12).

2) Family life. Siva has two wives, Ganga and Parvati

(See under Ganga and Parvati). He lodges Ganga on
his head. Uma, Katyayani, Gauri, Kali, Haimavati

IsVari, Siva, Bhavani, Rudra.nl, Sarva.ni, Sarvamangala
Aparna, Parvati, Durga, MrdanI, Candika, Ambika,
Arya, DaksayanI, Girija, Menakatmaja, Camunda,
Karnamoti, Carcika and Bhairavl these are synonyms
of Parvati. Siva lives on the top of the Mahameru,
where there are nine cities. At the centre is Brahma's

ManovatI; exactly to the east of it is Indra's AmaravatI;
at the south-eastern corner is Agni's Tejovati; on the

south is Yama's SarhyamanI; at the south-western
corner is Krsnanjana of Nirrti, on the west is Varuna's

Sraddhavati, at the north-western corner is Gandha-
vati of Vayu, on the north is Kubera's Mahodaya, at

the north-eastern corner is Siva's Yasovati this is the

set of the nine cities.

Two sons called Subrahmanya and Ganapati were born
to Siva of Parvati, and they are his actual sons. Some
other sons also were born to him in his assumed forms
and by other women. Such have been Indrajit, Hanuman
and others. For details see the respective words. (Devi
Bhagavata, 8th Skandha, 9th Skandha; Kathasarit-

sagara, Kathamukhalambaka) .

3
) Incarnations, Siva has taken several partial incar-

nations, the chief of which are given below.

(i) Durvdsas. (See under Durvasas) .

(ii )
Vdnara (Monkey] . Siva, Parvati and their attend-

ers like Nandikesvara once transformed themselves into

monkeys and played about on the Himalayas. Ravana,
who came there on the occasion ridiculed Nandikesvara,
who, in great rage, cursed Ravana that monkeys would

destroy him. Being thus cursed Ravana raised

Kailasa from its foundations and played with it.

(Uttara Ramayana) .

(iii) Sakti. Siva incarnated himself as Sakti, son of
Vasistha and was devoured by Kalmasapada, who
took the form of a Raksasa. (Vamana Purana, Chap-
ter 6).

( iv) Varuna. Siva once assumed the form of Varuna
and conducted a yajna which was attended by the

Vedas in assumed forms. (M.B. Anusasana Parva,

Chapter 85) .

4) Boom granted by Siva. The Puranas refer to various

persons, who had earned boons from him and others

who attained heaven on account of their devotion for

him. The following are important among such persons.

(i) Sirhhavaktra (Skanda Purana, Asura Kanda).
(ii) Rukml (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha) .

(iii) Bana (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).

(iv) Sudaksina (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha).
(v) Salva (Bhagavata 10th Skandha).

(vi) Vrkasura (Bhagavata, 10th Skandha) .

(vii) RatidevI (Kathasaritsagara, Lavanakalambaka,
Taranga 1 ) .

(viii) Indrajit (Uttara Ramayana).

(ix) Bhrgu (Padma Purana, Adi Khanda, Chapter 2) .

(x) Gandhari (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 109, Verse

107).

(xi) A rsi girl (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 168, Verse

6).

(xii) Prabhanjana (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 214,
Verse 20).

(xiii) Svetaki (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 222, Verse

41).

(xiv) Jarasandha (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 14,

Verse 64) .

(xv) Banasura (M.B. Sabha Pirva, Chapter 33,

Southern text).

(xvi) Mankana (Vana Parva, Chapter 83, Verse

132).

(xvii Sagara (Vana Parva, Chapter 106, Verse 15).


