
SKANDAPASMARA

is also known by the name Matrkagraha or Purusa-

graha.
SKANDAPASMARA. A demon derived from the body

of Subrahmanya. This would enter the womb of

pregnant women and afflict the child in the womb.

(M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 230, Verse 26).
SKANDHA. A naga (serpent) born in the family of

Dhrtarastra. This serpent was burnt to death in the

sacrificial fire of the serpent sacrifice of Janamejaya.
(M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 18).

SKANDHAKSA. A warrior of Subrahmanya. (Maha-
bharata, Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 60) .

SLESMAKA (M). (&LESMATAKAM). A forest, it

was when Visravas, the grandson of Brahma and

Kaikasi, the daughter of Sumali were living in this

forest, that Ravana, Kumbhakarna, Vibhisana and

Surpanakha were born to them. (Kamba Ramayana,
Purva Kanda).

SLISTI. Son of Dhruva. Dhruva had two children

Slisti and Succhaya by his wife Sambhu. Slisti married

Succhaya. Five sons, Ripu, Ripunjaya, Punya, Vrkala
and Vrkatejas. were born to them. Ripu, the eldest

of them, was the father of Caksusa Manu, according to

Harivarh a, Chapter 2.

SMARADCrl. A maid of Vrnda, the wife of Jalandhara.

(Padma Purana 3:9).
SMR.TI. The sovereign deity of remembrance. It is

mentioned in Mahabharata, Salya Parva, Chapter 46,
Verse 64, that this goddess Smrti had walked in front

of the army of Subrahmanya. Smrti was the wife of

Angiras. Four daughters, named Siniva.li. Kuhu, Rakfi

and Anumati, were born to Angiras by his wife Smrti-

devi. (Visnu Purana, Arhsa 1, Chapter 10).
SNANA. Bathing. The Puranas have ordered six kinds

of bathing. They are Nitya snana (daily bath), Naimi-
ttika snana (incidental bath), Kamya snana (Desir-

able) , Kriya snana (ceremonial) , Kriyanga snana

(bathing only the limbs used for rites) and Malakar-
sana snana (Bathing to drag out excrements). (Agni
Purana, Chapter 155) .

SOBHANA. Son-in-law of Mucukunda. (See Para 3

under Mucukunda).
SODARYAVAN. A chariot of Indra. The peculiarity of

this chariot was that two chariot-fighters could sit and

fight at the same time in (his. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter 24, Verse 12,
that Indra had, sitting in this chariot, killed ninety-
nine asuras (demons). This chariot passed hands from
Indra to Uparicaravasu ;

from him to Brhadratha, and
from this King to Jarasandha, on whose death, Indra
took possession of it again. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chap-
ter 24, Verse 48).

SODASARAJAKA. The story of sixteen famous Kings
related by Vyasa to Yudhisthira who, after the death
of Abhimanyu in the war became averse to fighting.
The Kings were (1 )

Marutta (2) Suhotra (3) Paurava

(4) Sibi (5) Sri Rama (6) Bhaglratha (7) DilTpa (8)
Mandhata (9) Yayati ( 10) Ambarlsa(ll) Sasabindu

(12)Gaya(13) Rantideva (14) Bharata (15)Prthu
(16) Para'iurama. (Drona Parva, 16 Chapters from

165).
SOMA I A son born to fire Bhanu by his third

wife Nisa, who had given birth to two sons Soma and

Agni and a daughter named Rohinl. (M.B. Vana
Parva, Chapter 221, Verse 15).
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SOMA II. One of the eight Vasus. The eight Vasus are

Apa, Dhruva, Soma, Dharma, Anila, Agni, Pratyusa
and Prabhasa. (Visnu Purana, Arhsa 1.15).

SOMA III. A son of Jarasandha. It is stated in Bhaga-
vata, Skandha 9, that Jarasandha had four sons named

Soma, Sahadeva, Turya and Sruta;'ru.

SOMA. A celestial maid. This celestial beauty perform-
ed a dance at the birth festival of Arjuna. (M.B. Adi

Parva, Chapter 122, Verse 61) .

SOMA. Juice extracted from Soma creeper. It is be-

lieved that the devas accept Soma in sacrifices.

SOMADA. A Gandharva damsel. (For further details

see under Cull) .

SOMADATTA I. A King of the Iksvaku dynasty.

Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in the following
order : Brahma-Marlci-Kasyapa-Vivasvan-Vaivasvata
Manu-Iksvaku-Dista-Nabhaga - Phalantana-Vatsaprlti-
Pramsu - Pramati - Khanitra- Caksusa-Rambha- Kani-

netra -Karandhama-Aviksit-Marutta-Dama - Rajyavar-
dhana -Sudhrti- Nara-Kevala - Bandhuman-Vegavan -

Trnabindu-Alambusa-Visala-Hemacandra- Dhumraksa

Srnjaya-Sahadeva-Krsasva-Somadatta.
SOMADATTA II. A King of Pancala. He was the

great grandson of Srnjaya and the grandson of Saha-

deva. The father of Somadatta was Krsasva. (Valmiki

Ramayana, Sarga 47) .

SOMADATTA III. A King of the Kuru dynasty.
1

)
General information. This King was the son of

Balhika and the grandson of King Pradlpa. Three sons

named Bhuri, Bhurisravas and Sala were born to

Somadatta.

2) Other details.

(i) Somadatta and his sons were present at the

Svayamvara marriage of Draupadl. (M.B. Adi Parva,

Chapter 185, Verse 14).

(ii) Somadatta had participated in the royal consecra-

tion sacrifice of Yudhisthira. (M.B. Chapter 34, Verse

8).

(iii) This Somadatta was present at the Svayamvara
of Devaki. At that time there occurred a hand to

hand fight between Sini and Somadatta. (M.B. Drona

Parva, Chapter 11 4, Verse 14).

(iv) The defeat from Sini being unbearable, Somadatta

did penance to get power to vanquish him and Siva

appeared before him. Somadatta made the following

request :- "God ! May I be granted a son who would

be powerful enough to kick down the son of Sini in his

palace." Siva granted his wish. Bhuri!ravas was the

son born in conformity with this boon. He grew up
and defeated the son of Sini and kicked him in the

palace of the King. This story occurs in Mahabharata,
Drona Parva, Chapter 144.

(v) Somadatta fought against Satyaki and Bhimasena

in the battle of Bharata and fell down unconscious.

(Drona Parva, Chapter 157, Verse 10).

(vi) In the battle which followed this, Satyaki killed

Somadatta. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 162, Verse

33).

(vii) It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Asramavasika

Parva, Chapter 11, Verse 17, that Dhrtarastra perform-
ed the sacrifice of giving offerings to the spirit of

Somadatta.

(viii) Somadatta was one of the spirits which appeared


