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SUNANDA III. A princess of Sibi kingdom. She was
married by King Pratipa of the lunar dynasty and the

couple had three sons called Devapi, Santanu and
Balhlka. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 95, Verse 44).

SUNANDA IV. Sister of Subahu, King of Cedi. It was
her whom the queen of Gedi appointed as companion
of Damayanti, who lost her way and arrived at Cedi.
She detected Damayanti conversing with the brahmin
named Subahu, who came to Cedi in search of the
latter and reported about their meeting to the queen
mother. The name of the father of Sunanda and
Subahu was Virabahu. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapters
63, 68 and 69) .

SUNARTAKA NATA. The name Siva assumed when
he appeared before ParvatI, in disguise. Parvatl was
engaged in tapas then. (Siva-Stotrasataka, 34).

SUNASSAKHA. Indra. Once Indra disguised himself as

a Sannyasi and travelled in the company of a dog. At
that time, he made an attempt to steal lotus flower
from Brahmasaras in Kaugiki tirtha. Indra struck down
at a single blow, YatudhanI, the woman guard of the

saras, who opposed him. From this time when Indra
went about in the company of the dog, he got the name
"Sunassakha". (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 94).

SUNASSEPHA (DEVARATA). The story of a Brah-
mana youth who was to be offered as human sacrifice

and who was saved by Visvamitra, is famous in the
Puranas. The name of the Brahmana youth was Sunas-

sepha. But even in the Puranas there are two versions
of this story. In one of them, Sunassepha is referred
to as the son of Rclkamuni. In the other, it was Haris-
candra who performed the yaga and Sunassepha who
was brought for sacrifice, was the son of a Brahmana
named Ajlgarta. After Vis vamitra saved the boy, he
got another name, "Devarata". (For details of the two
versions, see under Ambarlsa and the 4th Para under
Vis vamitra) .

Sunassepha later became a Maharsi. He composed
Rgveda, 1st Mandala, 1st Astaka. Besides in Rgveda,
1st Mandala, 6th Anuvaka, 30th Sukta it is stated that
Indra had given a golden chariot to Sunnassepha.

SUNAYA I. A King, son of the King of Pariplava and
father of Medhavl. (.Bhagavata, 9th Skandha). Pramati
was the high priest of Sunaya. (Markandeya Purana,
114).

SUNAYA II, A region famous in the Puranas. (Bhisma
Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 64) .

SUNDA. An asura. He had a brother named Upasunda,
and their father was Nisumbha alias Jharjha. Sunda
and Upasunda were very cruel asuras.
The two brothers performed tapas on the Vindhya
mountain with the object of conquering the three
worlds. All attempts made by Devas to break up their

penance failed and ultimately Brahma appeared before
them. They secured from Brahma a boon to the effect

that they would not be killed by anyone else but only
mutually by them. Swollen-headed by the boon the
brothers conquered the three worlds and none could
kill them. Ultimately the Devas sent Tilottama, the
celestial damsel to them and she made them quarrel
with each other. Both of them who fell in love with
Tilottama and wanted her as wife fought with each
other and got killed. (Adi Parva, Chapter 221, Verse
19) . For details see under Upasunda and Tataka).

SUNDARA I. A Gandharva, the son of Virabahu. Due

to Vasistha's curse he was born as a Raksasa whom
Mahavisnu later on raised from his fallen state. (Skanda
Purana) .

SUNDARA II. An Andhra monarch, son of Pulindasena
and father of King Satakarni. (Visnu Purana, Part 4) .

SUNDARl. A Raksasa woman, the wife of Malya-
van. The couple had seven sons called Vajramusti,
Virupaksa, Durmukha, Suptaghna, Yajnakcsa, Matta
and Unmatta. (See under Malyavan and Mall) .

SUNDARIKA. A sacred place. He who bathes at a

particular spot here called Sundarikakunda will become

very handsome. (Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 56).
SUNDARlVALLl. A daughter of Mahavisnu. Sundari-

valli and Amrtavalll, another daughter of Mahavisnu
once performed penance on the banks of Akasaganga
for securing Subrahmanya as husband. (Skanda Purana,
Sambhava Kanda).

SUNDIKA. A town made famous in the Puranas, which
existed in the eastern part of India. Mahabharata,
Vana Parva, Chapter 254, Verse 8 mentions that this

town was conquered by Karna.
&UNDU. A King of the Puru dynasty. Manasyu was

the son of King Pracinvan, the son of Janamejaya and

grandson of Puru. Vltabhaya was the son of Manasyu.
Sundu was Vltabhaya's son. Sundu's son was Bahu-
vidha. (Agni Purana, Chapter 278) .

SUNETRA I. One of the sons of Dhrtarastra, the other

sons being Kundaka, Hasti, Vitarka, Krfitha, Kundina,
Havisravas, Bhumanyu, Pratipa, Dharmanetra, Sunetra
and Aparajita. (Adi Parva, Chapter 94, Verses 58-60).

SUNETRA II. A son ofGaruda. (Udyoga Parva, Chap-
ter 10, Verse 2).

U5lGA. A dynasty. Pusyamitra was the founder of

this dynasty. Pusyamitra was the military commander
of Brhadasva, the last King of the Maurya dynasty. It

was after killing Brhadasva that Pusyamitra founded
this independent dynasty. The Kings who belonged
to this dynasty, namely Pusyamitra, Vasujyestha,
Vasumitra, Antaka, Pulindaka, Vajramitra, Samabhaga
and Devabhumi ruled for 1 12 years. (Matsya Purana,

Chapter 272, Verses 26-31).

SUNI. A King of the lunar dynasty. Bhagavata, 9th
Skandha mentions that this King was the son of Viva-
nava and father of Sruta.

SUNlTHA I. A maharsi who lives in the court of Indra

worshipping him. (Adi Parva, Chapter 58, Verse 28).

SUNlTHA II. A King who lives in the court of Yama
worshipping him. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 8).

SUNlTHA III. Another name of Sisupala. (See under

Sisupala) .

SUNlTHA IV. King of Sumtha. He was jealous of

Yudhisthira being crowned King. (Sabha Parva, Chap-
ter 39,' Verse 14).

SUNlTHA V. A King of the Vrsni dynasty. He was

taught the science of archery (dhanurveda) by Pra-

dyumna, son of Sri Krsna. (Vana Parva, Chapter 183).

SUNlTHA VI. A King of the Bharata dynasty, son of

Susena and father of N^aksus. (Bhagavata, 9th

Skandha).
SUNlTHA. Mental daughter of Mrtyudevata (lord of

death). Famous for her beauty in all the three worlds,
Sunltha begot a son called Vena by King Anga. (

See
under Vena) .


