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dynasty. Devi Bhagavata, 4th Skandha explains how
the Yadava Kings came to rule over Mathura.
There was a region called Madhuvanam in the Kalindi

river valley. Madhu, the Asura, who lived in Madhu-
vana had a son named Lavana. Lavana who was a

tyrant and an oppressor of the gods, was killed by
Satrughna who established his rule there. In course of

time, the place came to be known as "Madhura". After

Satrughna's time his two sons ruled over the country.
Thus the Solar dynasty came to an end and Mathura

purl came under the rule of Yadus. The first King of

Yaduvariisa was Surasena. Vasudeva, father of Sri

Krsna was the son of this Surasena. After the death of

his father, since Vasudeva took up the occupation of

tending cows, Ugrasena became King there. Karhsa was
the son of this Ugrasena.
2. Other details.

(i) Surasena's daughter Kunti was adooted and brought
up by the king named Kuntibhoja. (M.B. Adi Parva,
Refer Chapters 67, 109 and 110).

(ii) Devamldha, father of Surasena had another name,
"Citraratha". (M. B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 147,
Verse 29).

SCRASENA II. A son of Karttavirya. In Brahmanda
Purana, Chapter 86, it is mentioned that this Surasena
killed Jamadagni. (See under Sura II)

SURASENA III. "Surasena was the old name for the

region now known as Mathuramandalaor Vrajamandala.
The natives of this place were called "Surasenas". The
following pieces of information are given about the Sura-

senas in the Mahabharata :

(i) The Surasenas who were afraid ofJarasandha, fled

to the southern lands. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 14,

Verse 26).

(ii) In the course of his southern campaign, Sahadeva

conquered the Surasenas. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter
31, Verse 1).

(iii) The Surasenas offered presents at Yudhisthira's

Rajasuya. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 52, Verse 13) .

(iv) It was between the two countries, South Yakrllo-

mam and Surasenam that the Pandavas travelled from
the land of Pancala to Matsyadesa. (M.B. Virata Parva

Chapter 5, Verse 4).

(v) Surasenas were the body-guards of Bhlsma during
the Bharata Yuddha. (M.B. Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 18,

Verse 12).

(vi) The Surasena forces once stopped Arjuna on
the way. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 91, Verse 37) .

(vii) Surasena attacked Arjuna and Satyaki in Bharata
battle. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 141, Verse 9).

(viii) Yudhisjhira soaked the earth with blood by
killing the Surasenas at Kuruksetra. (M.B. Drona Parva

Chapter 157, Verse 29).

(ix) Bhimasena butchered the Ksatriyas of Surasena

by hundreds. (M. B. Drona Parva, Chapter 169, Verse

4).

(x) Krpacarya, Krtavarma and Sakuni from the

Pandava side fought against the Surasenas. (M.B.
Kama Parva, Chapter 47, Verse 16).

SORASENA IV. A king who fought against the Panda-
vas from the Kaurava side in the Bharata Yuddha.
He stood by Duryodhana in the "Krauncavyuha"
formed by Bhisma. (M. B. Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 75

Verse 18).

SCRASENA V. A king of the Somavams'a of Prati-

sthanapura. Surasena,who was childless, tried to propit-
iate the gods in many ways to obtain a son. In the end
he got a son in the form of a serpent. But to keep
it a secret, he performed the usual ceremonies connect-
ed with his son's Upanayana, marriage etc. in the

usual manner. At last by the mercy of Gautamidevi
Surasena's son obtained human form. (Brahmanda
Purana, 111).

SORASENAPURA. The city of Mathura.
SURASENI. Wife of Pravira, the son of King Puru.
A son named Manasyu was born to Pravira by SurasenI

(M. B. Adi Parva, Chapter 94, Verse 76) .

SURASTRAM I. A kingdom of Puranic fame on the

south-western part of ancient India. Akrti, king of

this country, was once defeated by Sahadeva, one of

the Pandavas. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 61). Holy place
like Camasodbheda, Prabhasaksetra, Pindaraka etc.

are situated in this area. (Vana Parva, Chapter 81,
Verse 19).

SURASTRAM. II A Ksatriya dynasty. Rusarddhika
was a wicked King born in this dynasty. (Udyoga
Parva, Chapter 74 Verse 14).

SURATA. A celestial damsel, daughter of Ka>:yapapra-
japati by his wife Pradha. (Adi Parva, Chapter 65,
Verse 50). She gave a dance performance at the

birthday celebrations of Arjuna. (Adi Parva, Chapter
122, Verse 63).

StJRATARA. A king who killed the mighty Raksasa
named Pataccara. During the Bharata Yuddha, Paja-
ccara had taken his stand on the Kaurava side. (M.B.
Drona Parva, Chapter 22, Verse 58) .

SURATHA I. A king in ancient India. (See under
Samadhi Chettiyar) .

SURATHA II. A king of the Puru dynasty. Suratha

was one of the sons of Jahnu, the other sons being

Srutasena, Ugrasena and Bhimasena. (Agni Purana,

Chapter 278).
SURATHA III. One of the two sons of Janamejaya,

the other one being Mahiman. Suratha had a son

called Viduratha. (Agni Purana, Chapter 278) .

SURATHA IV. Husband of Citrangada, daughter cf

Visvakarman. See under Visvakarma, Para 2.

SURATHA V. A king born from an aspect of asura

called Krodhavasa. (Adi Parva, Chapter 67, Verse

62).
SURATHA VI. Father of King Kotikasya of SibideSa.

(Vana Parva, Chapter 265, Verse 6) .

SURATHA VII. A king of Trigarta. He was a depend-
ant of Jayadratha. In the battle that followed

Jayadratha's abduction ofDraupadi, Suratha was killed.

(Vana Parva, Chapter 271, Verse 18)
SURATHA VIII. A warrior who fought against the

Pandavas in the great war. (Drona Parva, Chapter
18, 'Verse 20).

SURATHA IX. A son of Drupada. He was killed by
Asvatthama in the great war. (Drona Parva, Chapter
156, Verse 180).

SURATHA X. A Pancala maharatha who fought on the

Pandava side in the great war. He was killed in

battle by Asvatthama. (Salya Parva, Chapter 14,

Verse 37):
SURATHA XI. Son of Jayadratha by his wife Dussala.

Jayadratha was killed by Arjuna. When Suratha got
the news that Arjuna, leading the yajnic horse had


