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SURUCI. A wife of Uttanapada. Svayambhuva Manu
had two sons called Priyavrata and Uttanapada. Uttana-

pada married Suruci and Suniti. A son called Uttama
was born to Suruci and to Sunili was born Dhruva,
(For details see under Dhruva).

SURUPA. A daughter of ViSvakarman. Priyavrata, son

of Svayambhuva Manu married Surupa and Barhismati,
the beautiful daughters of Visvakarman. Surupa had
ten sons. They had a younger sister called Cfrjasvati.

(Devi Bhagavata, Skandha 8) .

SORYA I. The God who gives light to the worlds.

1 ) Birth. It is said that the Sun was born to

Kasyapa by his wife Aditi. Mahavisnu begot Brahma
and Brahma begot Marlci. Prajapati Kasyapa was
born from MarTci. Several sons were born to KaSyapa
by Aditi the daughter of Daksa. They are known by
the names Adityas, Vasus, Rudras and so on. Of these,

Adityas are tewelve in number.
( Aditya means the son

of Aditi) . There is a difference of opinion as to who
these twelve Adityas are. According to Agni Purana,

Chapter 51, the twelve Adityas are Varuna, Surya (the

Sun) , Sahasrams'u, Dhata,, Tapana, Savita, Gabhasti,
Ravi, Parjanya, Tvas{a, Mitra and Visnu. (See under

Dvadas'adityas). But in Mahabharata, Adi Parva,

Chapter 65, Stanza 15, it is stated that the twelve

Adityas are Dhata, Aryama, Mitra, Sukra, Varuna,
Arhsa, Bhaga, Vivasvan, Pusa, Savita Tvasta and
Visnu.

Very often these names are used as synonyms ofthe Sun.
So it is better to assume that there are several Adityas
and that it is the sun who gives light and heat to the

worlds. Vivasvan is this sun because it is said that from
this Vivasvan the Manu Vaivasvata was born and from
this Vaivasvata, Iksvaku, the first king of the Solar

dynasty, was born.

2 The chariot of the Sun. The sun rises in the east and
sets in the west, in consequence of which days and

nights occur. The Puranic assumption is that the sun
travels in a very big chariot. The chariot of the Sun
is nine thousand yojanas long. The wheel is fixed to

this. The great wheel of time with three centres, five

tyres and six spokes, is fixed on that indestructible year.
It has seven horses, which are the seven Vtdic metres,
called by the names Gayatri, BrhatI, Usnik, Jagati,
Tristubh, Anustubh and Pafikti. Another axle used
for the chariot of the Sun is fortyfive thousand five

hundred yojanas long. The length of each half of the

Yoke is proportionate to the length of the axle. The
short axle of the chariot with the small half of the yoke
is fixed on Dhruva. The wheel fixed on the other axle
rests on the mount Manasottara.

Separate Adityas, hermits Gandharvas, celestial maids,
Yaksas, serpents and giants sit, in the chariot of the Sun
every month. In the month of Caitra, which is also

called Madhumasa, the seven officers of the month who
travel daily in the chariot, are the Aditya Dhata, the
celestial maid Kratusthala, the hermit Pulastya, the

serpent Vasuki, the Yaksa Rathabhrt, the gaint Heti,
and the Gandharva Tumburu. In the month of
Vaisakha also called Madhava, the Aditya Aryaman,
the hermit Pulaha, the Yaksa Rathaujas, the celestial

maid Punjikasthala. the giant Praheti, the serpent
Kacavira and the Gandharva Narada sit in the chariot.

In the month ofJyestha, the Aditya Mitra, the hermit

Atri, the serpent Taksaka, giant Pauruseya, the celes-

tial maid Menaka, the Gandharva H;Iha, and the Yaksa
Rathasvana, sit in the chariot. In the month of Asadha,
the Aditya Varuna, the hermit Vasistha, the serpent

Naga, the celestial maid Sahajanya, the Gandharva
Huhu, the giant Ratha and the Yaksa Citraratha,
travel in the chariot. In the month of Sravana, the

Aditya Indra, the Gandharva, Vigvavasu, the Yaksa
Srotas, the serpent Elaputra, the hermit Arigiras, the

celestial maid Pramloca, and the giant SarpI travel in

the chariot. In the month of Bhadrapada the Aditya
Vivasvan, the Gandharva, Ugrasena, the hermit Bhrgu,
the Yaksa, Apurana, the celestial maid Anumloca, the

serpent Sankhapala and the giant Vyaghra sit in the

chariot. In the month of ASvanl, the Aditya Pusa,
the Gandharva Vasuruci, the giant Vata, the hermit

Gautama, the serpent Dhananjaya, the Yaksa Susena
and the celestial maid Ghrtaci sit in the chariot. In

the month of Karttika, the Gandharva is another

Visvavasu, the hermit Bharadvaja, Aditya Parjanya,
the serpent Airavata, the celestial maid, VisvacT, Yaksa

Senajit and the giant Apa, sit in the chariot. In the

month of Margaslrsa, the Aditya Arte'a, the hermit

Kasyapa, the Yaksa Tarksya, the serpent Mahapadma,
the celestial maid Urva$I, the Gandharva Citrasena,
and the giant Vidyut travel in the chariot. In the

month of Pausa, the hermit Kratu, the Aditya Bhaga,
the Gandharva Urnayu, the giant Sphuija,
the serpent Karkotaka, the Yaksa Aristanemi ard
the celestial maid Purvacitti travel in the chariot.

In the month of Magha, the Aditya Tvasta, the

hermit Jamadagni, the serpent Kambala, the celes-

tial maid Tilottama, the giant Brahmopeta, the Yaksa

Rtajit and the Gandharva Dhrtarastra sit in the chariot.

In the month of Phalguna the Aditya Visnu, the serpent
Asvatara, the celestial maid Rambha, the Gandharva
Suvarcas, theYaksa Satyajit, the hermit Vis vamitra, and
the giant Yajnopeta travel in the chariot. These seven

persons live in the region of the Sun in their time.

The hermits praise the Sun; the gandharvas sing; the

celestial maids dance; the giants walk behind as guards.
The serpents prepare the horses to be yoked; the

Yaksas hold the bridle and the Balakhilyas stand round
the Sun. These groups of seven in each month are

responsible for heat, coldness, rain etc. (Vimu Purana,
Arhs"a 2, Chapter 8) .

3
)
The Vedic figure of the Sun. Even though the sun is

only one of the seven groups, he is above the others in

prominence. The complete power of Visnu is the three

Vedas Kg, Yajus and Sama. The power in the form of
the three Vedas blazes in the form of the Sun. That

power destroys all the sins in the world. Visnu stays
inside the sun in the form of Rg, Yajus and Sama for

the Sustenance and protection of the world. As said be-

fore, the three Vedas are the parasakti, or the feminine

supreme power of Visnu. She is the three Vedas them-
selves. Every month she stays inside that particular

Aditya of the month. In the morning the Rgveda
praises the Sun. At noon the Yajurveda praises the Sun
and in the evening the Samans such as Brhad Rathantara
and so on. The three Vedas Rg, Yajus and Saman are

portions of Visnu. This power of Visnu stays in Aditya
always. It stays not only in the Sun, but also in the

three godheads Brahma, Visnu and Siva. At the time

of creation Brahma was pervaded by Rg. At the time

of sustenance, Visnu is pervaded by Yajus. At the end


