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was born on the earth under the nameMadhavI due to

the curse.

9) Urvasi changing Arjuna into eunuch. (See under

Arjuna) .

10) Other information.

(i) It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva,

Chapter 10, Stanza 11, that Urvasi had been in love
with Kubera once.

(ii) Urvasi was dismayed when Sukadeva attained Sup-
reme Bliss. (See under Suka) .

URVASI II. Another name of Ganga. As she sat on the

Uru (thigh) of Bhaglratha, Ganga got the name Urvasi.

(M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 60, Stanza 6).
URVASlTlRTHA. A holy place and Bath. Those who

bathe in this holy bath will be honoured by the world.

(M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Stanza 157).
USA I. The daughter of Banasura and the wife of Ani-

ruddha.
1

) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in the following
order:- Brahma - Kasyapa - HiranyakaSipu - Prahlada-

Virocana-Mahabali-Bana-Usa.

2) Marriage of Ufa. See under Aniruddha.
USA II. The daughter of a hermit. The king of Salva

once attacked Satyaratha, the king of Vidarbha, and
killed him. The queens of the king of Vidarbha went
to the forest. One of them who was pregnant gave
birth to a child on the bank of a river. When she got
down into the river to drink water, a crocodile swal-

lowed her. Then a hermit's daughter named Usa brought
up die child. (Siva Purana).

USA III. The night is called Usa and the day, Ghusti.

The time between Usa and Ghusti is called Sandhya.
(Visnu Purana, Am 'a 2, Chapter 8).

USAlsIGU I. A hermit who lived in the western country.

(M.B. Sand Parva, Chapter 208, Stanza 30).
USA5IGU II. A synonym of Siva. (M.B. Anusasana Parva,

Chapter 17, Stanza 105).
USA5IGU III. A king of the Yadu family. His father was

Vrjinlvan and his son was called Citraratha. (M.B.
Anu'asana Parva, Chapter 147, Stanza 29).

USAJNlGAVA. A member of the durbar of the king Yama
(god of death) . (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 8, Stanza

26).
USA5IKU (RUSAftKU). A hermit. Seeing that old age
was coming on him this hermit forsook his body in the

Prthudaka tirtha and went to the realm of Visnu.

Arstisena, Vigvamitra, Sindhudvipa, Devapi and such
others got Brahmanya ( the state of being Brahmin) by
doing penance in the hermitage of this hermit. (M.B.
Sand Parva, Chapter 38, Stanzas 33-39) .

USANAS. The teacher Sukra, the son of the hermit

Bhrgu. (See under Sukra).
USlK I. A hermit about whom mention is made in the

Rgveda.
USlK II. One Ugik as the wife of the hermit Dirghatamas

is mentioned in the Rgveda Mandala 1, Anuvaka
16, Sukta 112. This Us ik was the maid of the queen
of the old King of Kaliiiga. The king requested
Dirghatamas to beget children by his queen. The queen
did not like this. She sent her maid Us ik to Dirghatamas.
The hermit Kakslvan was the son born to Dirghatamas
by Usik. (Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka 18. Sukta

125).
USlNARA I. A famous king of the Candravarhs a (Lunar

dynasty) .

1) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in the following
order:- Brahma-Atri-Candra-Budha- Pururavas - Ayus-
Nahusa-Yayati-Anudruhyu-Sabhanara-Kalanara - Srft-

jaya-Usinara. Usinara was the father of Sibi and Vena.

2) The reason for the curse of the eight Vasus. Once the

Astavasus (Vasus eight in number) came to the hermitage
of Vasistha, with their wives. The wife of Dyau, one

of the Astavasus, saw the cow 'Nandini' in the hermit-

age. She and the daughter of Usinara were intimate

friends. She wanted to get Nandini, so that she

might give it as a present to the daughter of Usinara.

According to her wish the Astavasus caught hold of

the cow and took her home. At that time Vasistha had
been away. When he returned, he knew about the

theft of the cow and cursed the Astavasus to take birth

in the wombs of women on earth. It was according to

this curse that the Astavasus took birth in Gaiigadevi
the wife of Santanu. See under Bhlsma. (Devi Bhagavata,
Skandha 2) .

3) Indra testing Usinara. Uglnara was a just and liberal-

minded King. Indra decided to test the King regard-

ing his liberality. He got Agnideva (fire-god) for his

help. Indra took the form of a Kite and Agni that of

a dove. Both flew down to U.slnara as if the Kite was

chasing the dove. Uiinara agreed to protect the dove.

The Kite argued with the King that it was not meet
and right on his part to rob him of his lawful food.

The King agreed to give any other kind of flesh to the

Kite. But the Kite would have none of them. Finally
the Kite agreed to accept the flesh of the King instead,

equal to the weight of the dove. The King cut more
and more flesh from his body, but it could not weigh
equal to the dove. At last the King himself got into

the balance. Then the gods had pity on the King and
,the Kite and the dove appeared in their real form and
blessed the King and then they returned to heaven.

(M.B. Aranya Parva, Chapter 131). In Mahabharata
a story like this occurs about King Sibi also.

4) Other information.

(i) Us'Inara gave Galava two hundred horses as dowry
and married Yayati's damsel Madhavi. (See under

Galava) .

(ii) The King Sunaka gave USInara a sword. (M.B.
Santi Parva, Chapter 166, Stanza 79) .

(iii) US Inara performed a sacrifice on the bank of the

river Vitasta and became equal to Indra. (M.B. Vana
Parva, Chapter 130, Verses 20-21) .

(iv) U&Inara attained heaven by giving cows as gifts.

(M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 76, Stanza 25).
US INARA II. A King of the Yadavas. In the Maha-

bharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 185, Stanza 20, it is

mentioned that this King was present on the occasion

of the Svayamvara (the bride choosing a husband) of

Draupadl.
US INARA III. Mention is made in Mahabharata,
AnuSasana Parva, Chapter 32, that Vrsadarbhi was
another name of Usinara and that he had once ruled

over the kingdom of Kasi.

US INARA IV. A country. It is stated in Mahabharata,
Kama Parva, Chapter 5, Stanza 47, that Arjuna had
killed the warriors of this country. In Mahabharata,
Anusasana Parva, Chapter 33, Stanzas 22 and 23,
mention is made that due to the curse of Brahmins the

Ksatriyas (the ruling class) had become Sudras (servile

class.)


