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UTTANAPADA. A King. He was the son of Svayam-
bhuva Manu, the son of Brahma. Svayambhuva Manu
had two sons Priyavrata and Uttanapada. (Devi Bhaga-
vata, Skandha 8). A son named Uttama was born to

Uttanapada by his wife Suruci. Uttanapada had an-
other wife called Suniti. (Visnu Purana, Amsa 1,

Chapter 1 1
). See under Dhruva.

UTTAlsIKA (UTA5IKA)_. An ideal disciple of Veda
who was the disciple of Apodadhaumya.
1) Uttanka and the Guru's wife. After entrusting manage-
ment of the asrama to Uttarika, Veda once went out
on a tour of the country, and Uttanka stayed in the

Asrama carrying out the instructions of the Guru. Then
came the menstrual period of Veda's wife, and his other

wives requested Uttarika to do the needful, so that the

fertile period of their co-wife was not wasted. Uttarika's

reply to them was as follows:- "Asked by women, I

shall not do this improper act; and the preceptor has
not asked me to do such a thing though it might be

improper."
His Guru, Apodadhaumya returned to the Asrama some
time after this, and was very pleased to hear about the

above incident. He blessed Uttarika. (M.B. Adi Parva,

Chapter 3) .

2) His tuition fee. His education being over, it was now
time for Uttarika to give due offerings tuition fee to his

guru, and Uttarika enquired of the guru as to what he
would have by way of daksina. The guru asked
Uttarika to get his wife's instruction in the matter and
act accordingly. Because of the aforesaid incident

(Uttarika not acting on the guru's wife during her
menstrual period) she had a grouse against him, and

therefore, asked him to bring as his tuition fee the ear-

rings worn by the Ksatriya wife of King Pausa.

Uttarika set out to procure the ear-rings. On the

way he saw an ox, and on its back a big man, who
called out to Uttarika to eat the excretion of the ox.

When Uttarika hesitated to do so, the man on the ox
asked him again to eat it, pointing out that his guru,
Veda, had done it. Then did Uttarika consume both
the excretion and urine of the ox, and did his oblat-

ions, in his perplexed mood, standing. Uttarika arrived

at the palace of King Pausa and told him about the

object of his visit. The King agreed to it. But, when
Uttarika entered the Zenana Pausa's Ksatriya wife

could not be seen. When Uttarika told the King about

this, he remained thoughtful for some time and told

the former that he might surely have become impure
due to performance of oblations in the wrong manner,
and that his wife would not be visible, due to her

chastity, to the eyes of such impure folk. Uttarika

admitted to having, on his way, performed oblations

not in the proper manner, and then he sat down
facing the east after washing his hands, feet etc. and

performed oblation in the correct manner. Then did the

wife of King Pausa become visible to him, and she, pleas-
ed at his humility, handed over her ear-rings to him.

She also advised him to be very careful about the ear-

rings as they had once been coveted by Taksaka, King
of the serpents. Bidding adieu to the queen, Uttarika

saw the King and they sat together to take food. Not

only was the rice cold
;
but a hair was also found in it.

Uttarika cursed the King and rendered him blind,
and the King, in turn, cursed Uttarika not to have

children. But, both of them became calm quite soon

and withdrew their curses.

On his way back to the Alrama with the ear-rings, he
had only just stepped into a pool for a wash, when a

naked Buddha sannyasin, who was following him,
snatched and ran off with the ear-rings. It was really
Taksaka disguised as the sannyasin who thus snatched

the ear-rings. Uttarika chased him and caught him
when he assumed his original form of the serpent King
and disappeared into a cave. Uttarika waited at the

mouth of the cave stupefied, when Indra deputed his

Vajrayudha to help Uttarika. The Vajrayudha cut a

tunnel-like route to Patala from the earth and through
the cave Uttarika reached Patala by this route and
found out the palace of Taksaka.

ThoughU t tarika praisecL and cajoled the Nagas (ser-

pents) their King Taksaka did not make his appear-
ance. Uttarika saw there two women, who had been

weaving clothes, and on one machine there were black

and white threads. The machine had one wheel with

twelve spokes and was turned by six boys. Also was
there a horse, and a man. When Uttarika praised them,
the horse and the man approached him. The man
advised Uttarika to blow through the anus of the horse

so that the snakes could be brought round. Uttarika

did so, when lo ! from all the pores on the body of the

horse, flames of fire began sprouting out. When the

Nagaloka (country of serpents) got thus filled with fire

and flames, Taksaka lost his nerves and came out with

the stolen ear-rings, which Uttarika received back. But,
that was the last day on which the rings had been

promised to be given to his guru's wife by Uttarika,
who remained there gloomy and sorrow- stricken at the

thought that he would not be able to travel all the

distance before sunset and give the ear-rings to the

guru's wife. Then the horseman gave the horse to

Uttarika, who reached the Agrama just in time when
the guru's wife was about to curse Uttarika for not

returning with the rings though it was nearly dusk time.

Now the guru and his wife blessed Uttarika, who de-

tailed to them his experiences since leaving the ASrama
in quest of the ear-rings. Then the guru spoke thus to

Uttarika "The two women whom you found engaged
in weaving were Dhata and Vidhata, the white and
black strings, day and night, and the six boys who
turned the wheel with twelve spokes were the six

seasons. The ox seen by you on the way was Airavata

(Indra's elephant), the horse seen in Patala was Agni-
deva, and the horseman, Indra. The excretion you ate

on your way was nectar and that was the reason why
you did not die in the Nagaloka. Indra who is my
friend blessed you because of mercy towards you, my
disciple. You could bring back the ear-rings also be-

cause of Indra's blessings."

Then the guru blessed Uttarika and the latter took

leave of thim. (M.B Adi Parva, Chapter 3).

3) Uttanka and Janamejaya's serpent yajna. Uttarika,
determined on taking vengeance on Taksaka, went

away directly from the asrama to Hastinapura, where
he met Janamejaya and told him the fact that it was

Taksaka, who had bitten to death Parlksit, his (Janame-
jaya) father. It was thus prompted by Uttarika to take

revenge upon Taksaka that Janamejaya performed the

serpent yajna. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 3).


