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(xxiii) Vasistha was one of the twentyone Prajapatis.
(M.B. Santi Parva, Chapter 334, Stanza 36).
(xxiv) Vasistha is considered to be one of the CitraSi-
khandis (Saptarsis seven hermits) (See under Citra-

Sikhandis).

(xxv) Once Vasistha talked about Purusarthas (the
objects of life) to Brahma. (M.B. Anusasana Parva,
Chapter 6) .

(xxvi) Vasistha talked to Saudasa about giving cows as

alms. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 78, Stanza 5).

(xxvii) On another occasion Vasistha gave advice to

Parasurama and talked about the origin of Gold. (M.B.
Anusasana Parva, Chapter 84, Stanza 44) .

(xxviii) Vasistha once told ArundhatI how weakness
was caused. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 93,
Stanza 31).

(xxix) Vasistha avowed that he was not one of them
who had stolen the lotus flowers of Agastya. (Anusasana
Parva, Chapter 23, Stanza 114).
(xxx) Apava, Arundhatlpati, Brahmarsi, Devarsi,

Hairanyagarbha, Maitravaruni, Varuni, and such other
words are used as synonyms of Vasistha, in the Maha-
bharata.

VASISTHA. An Agni (fire). (Mahabharata, Vana
Parva, Chapter 220, Stanza 1

).

VASISTHA (M). Vasistha tirtha. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata. Vana Parva, Chapter 84, that he who
bathes in this tirtha would become a Brahmin.

VASISTHA PARVATA. A mountain famous in the
Puranas. It is mentioned in Adi Parva, Chapter 214,
Stanza 2, that Arjuna came and sat on this mountain

during his pilgrimage.

VASISTHAPAVAHA. An ancient holy bath on the

banks of the river Sarasvati. (See under Vasistha, fifth

confrontation) .

VASISTHASRAMA. A holy place near Niscira-

sangama. This holy bath is famous throughout the

three worlds. Those who bathe in this place will enjoy
the fruits of performing Vajapeya yajiia. (Drinking
sacrifice). (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 87, Stanza 140).

VASORDHARA. Wife of the Vasu named Agni. (Bhaga-
vata, Skandha 6) .

VASTRAPA. A group of Ksatriyas. The princes belong-
ing to this group brought presents to Yudhisthira. (M.B.
Sabha Parva, Chapter 52, Stanza 15).

VASTUPURUSA. In days of yore a ghost of immense
size, who was feared by all other ghosts came into
existence. This ghost was buried inside the earth by
the Devas. This ghost is called Vastupurusa. He is

the deity of whatever we build on the earth. The
offering made to this Vastupurusa on completion of a
house is called "Puravastubali". (Agni Purana, Chap-
ter 40).

VASU I. A King named Uparicaravasu. For further
details see under Uparicaravasu).

VASU II. Astavasus. (The eight Vasus). (For further
details see under Astavasus) .

VASU III. A son born to Kusa, King of Kanyakubja
by his wife VaidarbhT. Kusa had four sons, Kusamba,
Kuganabha, Asurtarajas and Vasu. Of them Kusamba
built the city of Kausambi, Kusanabha the city of

Mahodayapura, Asurtarajas the city of Dharmaranya and
Vasu the city of Girivraja which is erected in the middle

of five hills. The river MagadhI flows around this city.

(Valmiki Ramayanaj Balakanda Sarga 32).
VASU IV. A Vasu is mentioned in Brahmanda Purana

Chapter 58, as the brother of Parasurama. Vasu,
Rumanvan, Susena, Visvavasu and Parasurama were
the five sons born to Jamadagni by his wife Renuka.

VASU V. A son of Murasura. The sons of Murasura
were, Tamra, Antarlksa, Sravaria, Vasu, Vibhavasu,
Nabhasvan and Aruiia. (Bhagavata, Skandha 10).

VASU VI. A mighty King of the Krmi dynasty. (Maha-
bharata, Udyoga Parva, Chapter 74, Stanza 13).

VASU VII. It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Adi Parva,

Chapter 94, Stanza 17, that the King Ilina had five

sons, Dusyanta, Sura, Bhima, Pravasu and Vasu by his

wife Rathantari.
VASU VIII. A scholarly Brahmin-hermit. The hermit

Paila was the son of this Vasu. (M.B. Sabha Parva

Chapter 33, Stanza 35) .

VASU IX. Vasu is used as a synonym of Siva in Maha-
bharata, Anusasana Parva, Chapter 17, Stanza 140.

VASU X. A name of Mahavisnu. (M.B. Anusasana

Parva, Chapter 149, Stanza 25)'.'

VASU XI. A King. He was born to Uttanapada by
Sunrta. A controversy arose among hermits once, about
cow-sacrifice and for a solution of the problem the

hermits approached this king Vasu, who told them his

perception that the sacrifice of cow was, strictly speak-
ing, a matter of slaughter and as such it was to be for-

bidden. As the hermits could not agree with the King,
they cursed him "Let the King go to Patala (under-
world). Vasu then did very severe penance and attained
heaven.

(
Ma tsya Purana, 143, 18-25).

VASUCANDRA. A King who was the supporter and
helper of Yudhisthira. He was as mighty as the power-
ful Indra. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 158, Stanza

40).

VASUDAMA. An attendant of Subrahmanya. (M.B.
Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Stanza 5).

VASUDANA I. A Ksatriya King. This King who was
a member of the council of Yudhisthira. was the ruler

of ParhSu. It is stated in Mahabharata that this King
presented Yudhisthira with twentysix elephants and
two thousand horses. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 52, Stanza

27) . In the Bharata battle this King was the support
of Yudhisthira and Dhrstadyumna. But he was killed

by the arrow of Drona. (M.B. Udyoga Parva, Chapters
151 and 171; Drona'Parva, Chapters 23 and 190; Kama
Parva, Chapter 6) .

VASUDANA II. A prince of Pancala, who fought on
the side of the Pandavas. He was killed by Drona-

catya. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 21, Stanza 55).
VASUDANAPUTRA. A King who had taken the

side of the Kauravas and fought against the Pandavas.
He killed Abhibhu, the son of King of Kasl. (M.B.
Kama Parva, Chapter 4, Stanza 74).

VASUDATTA I. Mother of Vararuci. (See under
Vararuci ) .

VASUDATTA II. (VASUDEVA) . Father of Sudeva, a
woman who had taken rebirth as a hog. (See under
Sudeva III) .

VASUDEVA I. Being the son of Vasudeva, Sri Krsna
was called Vasudeva.

VASUDEVA II. See under Paunclrakavasudeva

VASUDEVA. Father of Sri Krsna.


