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Vedasarhhitas. The aim of Vyasa was to bring about

uniformity in the religious observances by performing
rites and rituals, religious ceremonies such as sacrifices

etc. without any flaw. Following this a very wide
Vedic literature grew up. The study of the Vedas,
critical review of meaning, the connection between
mantras and tantras (Chants and rituals), Grammar,
etymology, all these became inevitable. As the Vedas
could be looked at from different points of view, from

very early days, various types of expositions of the

Vedas came out. Seven types of commentaries,
Nairukta, Yajnika, Vajyakarana Jyautisa, Sampradayika
Adhyatmika, Aitihasika (pertaining to etymology,
sacrifice, grammar astronomy, customs of a tribe,

Brahma or Spiritual legends and ancient lore) were
the prominent among them. When the westerners

began research work in the Vedas, another branch of

literature also took form, known as the Agamikas
(
the historical) . Even in the time of Yaska, who

was an authority on Nirukta (etymology) the Vedas
were expounded on the basis of legends and ancient

lore. Hints to this effect are seen in Yaska's works.

Mention is made about other types of expositions also,

in them. The last book of importance in the Sampra-
dayika type of exposition, was Vedarthaprakas'a, of

Sayana. But the commentary of Skandasvami, the

books Rgarthadipika and Udgithabhasya of Madhava-

carya etc. have spread the sampradayika type of

speculations in India. There is another cult in India

which believes that everything seen in the Vedas is

spiritual and that the spells and incantations are

esoteric.
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The gods- of the Vedas. All the gods known today

are not found in the Vedas. Even those who are found

do not have the prominence that is given to them now.
For example, the deity Visnu, worshipped as one of

the three godheads today, is not as omnipotent as the

Indra of the Vedas. Though Visnu is praised in five

spells in Rgveda, when compared with other deities,

he was not of much prominence. In the Vedas the

incarnation of Vamana is not given much importance.
Even though Rudra is a recognized deity and mention

occurs about KapardI, in the Vedas, there is not a song
of praise of Siva in the Rgveda. There is no mention
at all, about the worship of the Phallus, Devi and so

on in the Vedas. The Vedas celebrate the Omniscience
of Varuna, Indra, Agni, Mitra, the Maruts and so on.

The lustre of Indra was gradually dimmed with the

efflux of time and he became a mere libertine in the

Puranas. The imoortance of many deities such as

Varuna, Agni, Mitra, As vin and so on was greatly dimi-

nished in the Puranas. Thirtythree deities pertaining
to Earth, Ether and Sky are praised in the Vedas.

7) The rites concerning instruction in Vedas. Manu has

given certain instructions as to how the teaching of

Vedas should be conducted.

8) The teachers of Veda. See under Guruparampara.
9) The period of the Vedas. The Indians believe that the

spells and incantations and the Brahmanas are not man-

made, but are revelations by God. So they are con-

sidered to be beginningless and endless. The hermits

are considered to be seers of the spells. It is mentioned

"Mantradrastarah na tu Kartarah". (They are seers

of Mantra, not makers). In the opinion of one party,

according to this maxim, it is not necessarry to search

for the creators or the period of creation, of mantras.

They hold that only the Sutras
( thread, clue, guide,

rule, aphorism) are made by man.
The westerners and the modern thinkers of India do
not agree completely with this view. They believe

that the early Aryans who entered India, first settled

down in the Punjab and that the local civilization which

they had assumed, broke out as songs of praise. In

course of time, these songs of Praise took the form of

Rgveda mantras (saying, song, formula). In thebegin-

ning there was only one Veda. Many believe that this

state continued up to B.C. 1500. It is a fact universally

acknowledged, that this Vedic literature is the most
ancient literature of the world. There is difference of

opinion as to the period of origin of this Vedic literature.

Prof. Macdonell and Prof. Jacobi are foremost among
those who have made their opinions. In the opinion
of Prof. Macdonell, the Vedic literature originated in

the period between B.C. 1500 and 1200. But Jacobi's

opinion is that all the Vedas were made before B.C.

4000.
VEDADISA. The son of Brhadratha, the King of Cedi.

Mention is made about him in Bhagavata, Skandha 9.

VEDAGARBHA. A name of Devi. When Devi killed

Sumbha and such other Asuras, Indra got pleased with
her and praised her as follows :

"Arya, Durga, Vedagarbha,
Ambika, Bhadrakali; Bhadra, Ksemya
Ksemakari, Naikabahu, I praise you."

(Agni Purana, Chapter 12) .

VEDAK.ALPA. A section of Atharvaveda. The hermit

Munjakesa divided Atharva Veda into five Sarhhitas

(collections) called Naksatra Kalpa, Veda Kalpa,
Sarhhita Kalpa, Arigirasa Kalpa, and Santi Kalpa.
(Visnu Purana, Amsa 3, Chapter 6) .

VEDANA. A goddess who caused pain to living things.
Adharma married Hirhsa. Two daughters named Nrta
and Nirrti were born to them. From them Bhaya,
Naraka, Maya and Vedana were born. Mrtyu was the

daughter of Maya. Duhkha was the son of Vedana.

(Agni Purana, Chapter 20) .

VEDAlsIGA.
'

See under Veda.
VEDANIDHI. A hermit. For further details see under

Pramohini.
VEDANTA. _See under Veda.
VEDASARMA I. The son of a brahmin named Siva-

sarma. (See under Sivasarma) .

VEDASARMA II. See under Vidura.

VEDASlRAS I. A hermit born in the clan of Bhrgu.
He was born to the hermit Markandeya by his. wife

Murdhanya otherwise called Dhumra. Plvari was the

wife of Vedagiras. (Brahma : 2, 11, 7
; Vayu Purana

28 :6).
While Vedas iras was doing penance once, a celestial

maid named Suci came to make him deviate from pe-
nance. A daughter was born to him by her. Yamadharma
wished to kidnap that daughter. VedaSiras cursed
Yamadharma to become a river. (Skanda Purana, 4 :

259).

VEDASIRAS II. A hermit. He was the son born to

KrSasva by his wife Dhisana. Vedas'iras learned Visnu
Purana from the Nagas (serpents) in Patala (under-
world) and taught it to his disciple Pramati. (Visnu
Purana, 6 : 8 : 47) .


