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VIDALLA. Minister of the king Dhruvasanclhi. (For
further details see under Dhruvasandhi) .

VIDANDA. A king in ancient India. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 182, Stanza 12,
that Vidanda and his son Danda were present at the

Svayariivara (marriage) of DraupadT.
VIDARBHA I. A brother of Bharata. It is stated in

Bhagavata, Skandha 5, that Kusavarta, Ilavarta,
Brahmavai ta, Aryavarta, Bhadraketu, Sena, Indrasprk,
Vidarbha, and so on were brothers of Bharata the son
of Rsabha. Nimi was his son.

VIDARBHA II. See under Jyamagha.
VIDARBHA III. An ancient country in India. The in-

formation about this Puranically famous country obtain-

ed from Mahabharata, is given below:

(i) Once Sahadeva, during his regional conquest, cap-
tured Bhojakata, a part of Vidarbha and expelled the

king Bhismaka from the country. (M.B. Sabha Parva,

Chapter 31, Stanza 11).

(ii) By the blessing of hermit Damanaka, three sons,

Dama, Danta and Damana and a daughter, DamayantI,
were born to Bhismaka the king of Vidarbha. (M.B.
Vana Parva, Chapter 58, Stanza 5).

(iii) Having heard about the Svayariivara (Bride sel-

ecting a suitable husband from the candidates present)
of the princess DamayantI of Vidarbha, the gods Indra,

Agni, Varuna and Yama came to Vidarbha; (See under

DamayantI).

iv) DamayantI is called Vaidarbhl because she was
born in Vidarbha. (M. B. Vana Parva, Chapter 55,
Stanza 12)

v) RukminI, the wife of Sri Krsna, was the daughter
of a king of Vidarbha. Bhagavan Sri Krsna carried

Rukmim away by force. (M. B. Udyoga Parva,

Chapter 158, Stanza 13)

VIDEGHA MATHAVA A king born of the dynasty
of Mathu. There is an interesting story about this

king in the Satapatha Brahmana. It is as follows.

Videgha put Agni in his mouth and lived without

talking, fearing that Agni might jump out. His priest

Rahugana tried to the utmost, but he could not extri-

cate fire from the mouth of the king.

Once by chance the word Ghrtagot out of the mouth of

Rahugana. Instantly the fire in the mouth of the king
blazed into a big flame and burst out of the mouth.
That fire gradually increased and began to consume
the world, Rivers became dry. It seemed that even

Videgha and his priest would be burnt to ashes in that

blazing fire. At last Videgha got into the river Sada-
nlra, which flowed through the boundary of his own
kingdom, with the intention of not becoming a prey to

the ever -increasing fire. With this the fire abated.
VIDEHA I. Another name of emperor Nimi. (See

under Janaka.
VIDEHA II The kingdom of Mithila. This country
which lies on the North East part of India was ruled

by Ksatriya kings of the dynasty of Videha. It is stat-

ed in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter 29, that
Bhlmasena had during his eastern regional conquest,
conquered this country. About this kingdom which is

the native country of Slta, the following information
is available in Mahabharata.

of Parasurama was on the North
Vana Parva, Chapter 130, Stanza

attacked Arjuna in the

Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 1 1 7,

(i) The hermitage
of Videha. (M. B.

13).

(ii) The army of Videha
battle of Bharata. (M. B.

Stanza 32).

(iii) Karna defeated the Ksatriya princes of the country
ofJanaka (M. B. Drona Parva, Chapter 4, Stanza 6).

(iv) Parasurama cut the Ksatriyas of this country
into pieces with his sharp arrows. (M. B. Drona Parva,

Chapter 70, Stanza 11).

(v) This country had been giving tribute to Karna.

(M. B. Karna Parva, Chapter 9, Stanza 33) .

VIDHATA. A son born to Bhrgu. By his wife Khyati
two sons Dhata and Vidhata. and a daughter named
LakEmi were born to Bhrgu. Laksmi was given in

marriage to Visnu. The daughter of Meru, Ayati, was
married by Dhata and Niyati by Vidhata. The son
Mrkanduwas born to Vidhata by Niyati. This Mrkandu
was the father of Markandeya. (Visnu Purana, Ariisa

1, Chapter 10).
The following statements occur about Dhata and
Vidhata in Mahabharata.

(i) At Nakaloka (heaven) Dhata and Vidhata took
the form of women and allowed hermit Uttarika to

see them. (M. B. Adi Parva, Chapter 3, Stanza 166).
(ii) Dhata and Vidhata stood above the city of
Virata to see the battle between Arjuna and Krpa.
(M.B. Virata Parva, Chapter 56, Stanza 1 1) .

(iii) Dhata and Vidhata lived with Manu. (M. B. Adi
Parva, Chapter 65, Stanza 42).
(iv) Dhata and Vidhata gave to Subrahmanya two
followers named Suvrata and Sukarma. (M. B. Salya
Parva, Chapter 45, Stanza 42).

VIDHAVA A woman whose husband is dead. In
ancient India, it was ordained how a widow should
live. It was allowed for a widow to get a son by her

younger brother -in law to continue the family line in

case the death of her husband occurred before the

couple had children.. The procedure about this is

given in Manusmrti, Chapter 9.

"He who goes to accept the widow with the permission
of great people, should besmear his body with ghee and

go to her bed in the night in a dark room. She should
have only one son in this manner. After she has become

pregnant, they should behave to each other as a
teacher and a younger brother-in-law."

VIDHRTI. Son of Khagana and the father of Hiranya-
nabha. He was a King. (Bhagavata, Skandha 9).

VIDlSA. A river. Mention is made in Mahabharata,
Sabha Parva, Chapter 2, Stanza 12, that this river

stays in the palace of Varuna serving him.

VIDRAVAIVA. One of the sons born to Kasyapa by
Manu. (Matsya Purana 6:18).

VIDRUTA. A King born in the family of Yayati. He
was the son of Rucaka. (Bhagavata, Skandha 9).

VIDULA. A heroic Ksatriya woman of India. In Maha-
bharata, Udyoga Parva, there is a story, how this

Vidula sent her son, who had fled from the battle-field

because of fear, back to the battlefield again.
The Pandavas, who had completed forest-life and
Pseudonymity successfully and returned to Hastinapura
were again deceived and put to shame. Sri Krsna's

argument as a mediator was not successful, in the


