Agira ] THE SAGE AGASTYA 7

to in the Brahmanas,® though the exact details and significance
of the legend are variously treated by Oldenberg,® Sieg,” Hertel,®
and von Schroeder.?

He also appears in a strange dialogue with Lopamudri in
the Rigveda,’® which appears to show him as an ascetic who

finally yields to temptation. Von Schroeder!! regards it as
a ritual drama of vegetation magic. :

In another passage’ of the Rigveda? he appears as helping
in the Aévins’ gift of a leg to Viépald. Sdyana holds that he
was the Purohita of Khela, and Sieg® accepts this view, while
Pischel thinks that Khela is a deity, Vivasvant.

Geldner® shows from the Rigvedal® that Agastya, as brother
of Vasistha—both being miraculons sons of Mitra and Varuna
—intrcduces Vasigtha to the Tptsus. There are two other
references tc Agastya in the Rigveda, the one? including him
in a long list of persons, the other alluding to his sister’s sons
Lnadbhyalc),“ apparently Bandhu, etc. In the Atharvaveda®

e appears as connected with witchcraft, and in a long list of
sages® In the Maitrayani Samhita® cows, with a peculiar

mark on their ears (vistya-karnyak), are associated with him.
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agara.—This rars word is found as ‘house’ in the Kaugitaki

Upanigad.?
! i, 15. Cf. agara, ‘chamber’ (?),
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