© 32 IRON; BRONZE AND COPPER [ Ayasthina

other books, the Ayas is divided into two spécies—the $ydma
(‘iron ’) and the lokita (‘ copper’ or ‘bronze’). In the Satapatha
Brahmana® a distinction is drawn between Ayas and lohayasa,
which may either be a distinction. between iron and copper as
understood by Eggeling,® or between copper and bronze as ‘held
by Schrader.® In one passage of the Atharvaveda,!! the sense of
iron seems certain. Possibly, too, the arrow of the Rigveda,'?
which had a tip of Ayas (yasy@ ayo mukham), was pointed
with iron. Copper, however, is conceivable, and bronze quite
likely.

‘Iron is called $yama ayas or $yama alone.® See also
Karspayasa. Copper is Lohayasa or Lohitayasa.

The smelting (dhma ‘to blow’) of the metal is frequently
referred to. The Satapatha Brahmana* states that if ¢ well
smelted’ (bahu-dhmatam) it is like gold, referring evidently to
bronze. A heater of Ayas is mentioned in the Vajasaneyi
Samhita,’® and bowls of Ayas are also spoken of.16
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Aya-sthina.—He was Grhapati (‘ householder,’ the sacrificer
at sacrificial sessions) of those whose Adhvaryu was Saulva-
yana, and taught the latter the proper mode of using certain
spoons.! '

1 Satapatha Brahmana, xi. 4, 2, 17 ¢ sey.

Ayasya Angirasa.—This sage appears to be mentioned in
two passages of the Rigveda,! and the Anukramanti ascribes to.
him several hymns of the Rigveda (ix. 44-46; x. 67; 68). In
the Brahmana tradition he was Udgatr at the Rajasiaya or
Royal Inauguration Sacrifice, at which Sunahsepa was to have
been slain, and his Udgitha (Samaveda chant) is referred to
elsewhere.? He is also referred to several times as a ritual

1 x. 67, 1; 108, 8. Perhaps x. 92, 3 Jaiminiya Upanisad Brahmana,
15 also refers to him, but not i. 62, 7; | ii. 7, 2. 6; 8, 3. Cf. Chandogya
x. 138, 4. Upanigad, i. 2, 12,

3 Aitareya Brahmana, vii. 16.




