[ Adve

Agva is the commonest word for ‘horse’ in the Vedic
literature. The horse is also called ‘the runner’ (atya), ‘the
swift’ (arvamt), ‘the strong,’ for pulling (va]m), ‘the runner’
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~ (sapti), and ‘the speeding’ (haya). The mare is termed a$vd,

atyd, arvaii, vadava, etc. Horses of various colour were known,
dun (harita, hari), ruddy (aruna, arusa, piSanga, rohita), dark
brown (§ydva), white ($veta), etc. A white horse with black
ears is mentioned in the Atharvaveda as of special value.!
Horses were highly prized,® and were not rare, as Roth3
thought, for as many as four hundred mares are mentioned in
one Dinastuti (‘ Praise of Gifts’).* They were on occasion
ornamented with pearls and gold.®

Mares were preferred for drawing chariots because of their
swiftness and sureness.® They were also used for drawing
carts, but were not ordinarily so employed.” No mention is
made of riding in battle, but for other purposes it was not
unknown.®

Horses were often kept in stalls,? and fed there. But they
were also allowed ta go out to grass,!* and were then hobbled.!?
They were watered to cool them after racing.®® Their attendants
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