50 DIVISIONS OF THE DAY [ Ahalyd Maitreyi

night make up 30 mubiirtas; 1 muhirta=15 ksipra; 1 ksipra=
15 efarhi; 1 etarhi=15 idani; I idani=15 breathings; 1 breath-
ing =¥ spiration;_x spiration=1 twinkling (ntmesa), etc. In
the’Sankhdyana Aranyaka'® the series is dhvamsayo, nimesah,
kasthah, kalahk, ksana, muharia, ahoratrah. A thirtyfold division
of day as well as of night is seen in one passage of the
Rigveda® by Zimmer, who compares the Babylonian sixty-
fold division of the day and night. But the expression used—
thirty Yojanas—is too vague and obscure—Bergaigne® refers
it to the firmament—to build any theory upon with safety.

The longer divisions of time are regularly ¢half month’
(ardha-mdasa), ¢ month’ (mdsa), ‘season’ (rix), and ° iéar '
(samvatsara), which often® occur in this sequence after
ahoratrani (‘ days and nights”).

18 vii. 20. Cf. éiﬁkhiyana Srauta 2 Taittiriya Samhit®, vii. 1, 15;
Sitra, xiv. 78 ¢t seq.; Weber, Indische | Maitriyani Samhita, iii. 12, 7; Vija-
Streifen, 1, 92-95. saneyi Samhiti, xxii. 28 ; Siﬂkhayana

19 Rv. i. 123, 8. Aranyaka, vii. 20; Brhadadranyaka

20 Religion Védique. 3, 283 et -seq. | Upanisad, iii. 8, 9, etc. Cf. Zimmer,
Cf. Roth, St. Petersburg Dictionary, | Altindisches Leben, 361-363.

s.v. kratu,

Ahalya Maitreyi is practically a mythical name, the exist-
ence of the lady whose story is alluded to in several Brahmanas!

‘being derived from the epithet of Indra, ‘lover of Ahalya’

(ahalydyai jara).

1 Satapatha Brahmana, iii. 3, 4, 18; Jaiminiya Brihmana, ii. 79; Sadvimia
Brahmana. i. 1.

Ahi.—This word occurs frequently from the Rigveda®t
onwards to denote ‘snake.’ Reference is several times? made
to its casting its slough. Mention is also made of the serpent’s
peculiar movement,® which earns for it the designation* of
‘the toothed rope’ (datvati rajjuk). The poisonous character

1 Vii. 104, 7, etc. The word sarpa, | Upanisad, iv. 4, 10; Jaiminiya Brih.
which is usual in the Atharvaveda, | mana,i.9, ii.139; Kathaka Upanisad,
occurs only once (x: 16, 6) in the Rv. ii. 6; 17.

2 Rv. ix. 86, 44; Av.i. 27; Satapatha 3 Aitareya Aranyaka, v. 1, 4.7
Brihmana, xi. 2, 6, 13; Brhadaranyaka 4 Av.iv. 3, 2.




