‘Arya ]

the Brahmana and the Ksatriya receiving special designations;
but this use is not commoh, and it is often uncertain also
whether Arya is not meant. The phrase Stadraryau® is espe-
cially ambiguous, but appears to have denoted originally the
Stidra and the Aryan, for in the Mahavrata ceremony the fight
between a Siidra and an Arya is represented in .the Taittiriya
Brahmana as one between a Brihmana and a Sudra, though
the Satra treats it as a fight between a Vai$ya and a Sadra.

The word Arya (fem. Arya or Ari) also occurs frequently
used as an adjective to describe the Aryan classes (visak;,® or
name (ndman),” or caste (varna),® or dwellings (dhaman);® or
again reference is made to the Aryan supremacy (vrata) ' being
extended over the land. Aryan foes (vrtra)l are referred to
beside Dasa foes, and there are many? references to war
of Aryan versus Aryan, as well as to war of Aryan against
Didsa. From this it can be fairly deduced that even by the
time of the Rigveda the Aryan communities had advanced
far beyond the stage of simple conquest of the aborigines.. In
the later Samhitas and Brahmanas the wars alluded to seem
mainly Aryan wars, no doubt in consequence of the fusion of
Arya and Dasa into one community. S

Weber!® considers that the five peoples known to the Rigveda
were the Aryans and the four peoples of the quarters (dis)
of the earth, but this is doubtful. Aryan speech (vae)
is specially referred to in the Aitareya and Sankhayana
Aranyakas.
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