90 INSECT—DISEASE—ANT—CUSHION [ Upakvasa ‘

Upa-kvasa is the name in the Atharvaveda (vi. 50, 2) of a
noxious insect injurious to seed. Sayana, however, reads the
word as a plural adjective (a-pakvasah=a-dagdhak), but the
Paippalada recension supports the form upakvasak.

Cf. Zimmer, Altindisches Leben, 237; | 486 ; Whitney's Translation of the
Bloomfield, Hymns of the Athavvaveda, | Atharvaveda, 318.

Upa-gu Sausravasa is mentioned in the Paficavimsa Brah-
mana (xiv. 6, 8) as Purohita of Kutsa Aurava, by whom he
was murdered because of his paying homage to Indra.

Cf. Hillebrandt, Vedische Mythologie, 3, 268 ; Hopkins, Transactions of the Con-
necticut Academy of Avis and Sciences, 15, 57.

Upa-eit occurs in the Vijasaneyi Sambhiti® as the name of
a disease, which Roth? renders as ‘swelling,” and which
Bloomfield? identifies with Apagit.

1 xii, 9. 3 Proceedings of the American Oviental
2 St. Petersburg Dictionary, s.v. Society, October, 1887, xviii.

Upa-jihvika,- Upa-jika, Upa-dika are all forms of one word
denoting a species of ant.! To these ants is attributed in the
Atharvaveda? the power of penetrating to water which possesses
curative properties. They were accordingly used in all sorts of
spells against poisoning. The belief in their healing qualities
was no doubt due to the well-known properties of the earth of
ant-heaps which contains their water.

1 Upajihvika is the form in Rv. viii, 2 vi, 100, 2,

102, 21 ; upafika in Av. ii. 3, 4; vi: 100, |. Cf. Bloomfield, American Journal of
2; but upacika in both passages in the Philology, 7, 482 et seq.; Hymns of the
Paippalida recension ; spadikd in the | Atharvaveda, s11; Whitney’s Transla-
Taittiriya Brahmana, i. 1, 3, 4; Tait- | tion of the Atharvaveda, 41, 354
tirlya Aranyaka, v. 1, 4; 10, 9: Sata- | Bergaigne and Henry, Manuel Védigue,
patha Brihmana, xiv. 1, 1, 8. 153.

Upa-dhéana denotes the ¢ cushion’ of a seat (ﬂsandi) in the
Atharvaveda (xiv. 2, 65). It corresponds to the Upabarhana
of other texts. :




