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Usanas Kavya is an ancient seer, already a half-mythical
figure in the Rigveda,' where he is often mentioned, especially
as associated with Kutsa and Indra. Later on® he becomes
the Purohita of the Asuras in their contests with the gods.
A variant of his name is Kavi Usdanas.® He appears in the

Brahmanas as a teacher also.*

ti. 51, 10; 83, 5; 121, 12; iv. 16, 2;
vi. 20, 11; viii. 23, 17;ix. 87, 3. 97, 7;
X. 40, 7; probably also i. 130, 9; V. 3L,
8; 34, 2; viii. 7, 26; x. 22, 6. Alsoiu
Av. iv. 29, 6.

2 Taittiriya Samhitd, ii. 5 8, §:
Pancavimsa Brihmapa, vil. 5, 20;
Sankhiyana Sraata Stitra, xiv. 27, I.

3 Rv.iv. 26, 1.

1 Paincaviméa Brahmana, xiv. 12, 5;
Jaiminiya Upanisad Brihmana, ii. 7.
2, 6.

Cf. Roth, St. Petersburg Dictionary.
s.v.; Geldner, Vedische Studien, 2, 167 ¢!
seq.; Bergaigne, Religiou Védique, 2, 339¢!
seq.; Macdonell, Vedic My#hology, p- 147-

Udané occurs in the Satapatha Brahmana (iii. 4, 3, 133 iv. 2,
5, 15) as the name of a plant from which Soma was prepared.

Usinara.—In the Aitareya Brihmana® the Kuru-Paficalas are
mentioned as dwelling together in the ¢ Middle Country’ with
the Vadas and the Uéinaras. In the Kausitaki Upanisad?® alsc
the Usinaras are associated with the Kuru-Paficalas and Vasas,
but in the Gopatha Brahmana® the Usinaras and Vasas are re-
garded as northerners. Inthe Rigveda* the people is alluded to
in one passage by reference to their queen, Uginarapi. Zimmer®
thinks that the Udinaras earlier lived farther to the north-west,
but for this there is no clear evidence. His theory is based
merely on the fact that the Anukramani (Index) of the Rigveda
ascribes one hymn® to Sibi-Auginara, and that the Sibis were
known to Alexander’s followers as Xifos,” living between the
Indus and the Akesines (Chenab). But this is in no way
conclusive, as the Sibis, at any rate in Epic times,? occupied
the land to the north of Kuruksetra, and there is no reason
whatever to show that in the Vedic period the Usinaras were
farther west than the ‘ Middle Country.” '
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