SEERS [ Rsi

composition of hymns appears to have fallen into disuse,?
though poetry was still produced, for example, in-the form of
Gathas, which the. priests were required to compose them-
selves® and sing to the accompaniment of the lute at the
sacrifice. The Rsi was the most exalted of Brahmanas,® and
his skill, which is often compared with that of a carpenter,’
was regarded as heaven-sent.® The Purohita, whether as Hotr
or as Brahman (see Rtvij), was a singer.?® No doubt the Rsis
were normally’? attached to the houses of the great, the petty
kings of Vedic times, or the nobles of the royal household.
Nor need it be doubted that occasionally* the princes them-
selves essayed poetry: a Rajanyarsi, the prototype of the later
Rajarsi or ‘royal seer, who appears in the Paficaviméa
Brahmana,'® though he must be mythical as Oldenberg 13
points out, indicates that kings cultivated poetry just as later
they engaged in philosophic disputations.i Normally, how-
ever, the poetical function is Brahminical, Viéamitra and others
not being kings, but merely Brahmanas, in the Rigveda.

In the later literature the Rsis are the poets of the hymns
preserved in the Sambhitas, a Rsi being regularly’® cited when
a Vedic Samhita is quoted. Moreover, the Rsis become the
representatives of a sacred past, and are regarded as holy sages,
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mormal and natural. Ses the story of
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Brhaddevata, v. 50 e seq. -
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