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THE NAK$ATRAS AND CHRONOLOGY [ Naksatra

moon (night),’ or with amdvasyé, ‘the new moon (night),’ as in
g 3 g

Phalguni paurnaindst,

¢the full-moon night in the Naksatra

Phalguni’;'* or, as is usual in the Sitras, the Naksatra adjec-
tive alone is used to denote the full-moon night. The month
jtself is called by a name derived 1 from that of a Naksatra,
but only Phalguna,'® Caitra, %7 Vaidakha,'® Taisya,'" Mighal!
occur in the Brihmanas, the complete list later being Phalguna,

Caitra, Vaiéakha,

Jyaistha, Asagha, Srdvana,
Aévayuja, Karttika, Margasirsa, Taisya, Magha.

Prausthapada,
Strictly

speaking, these should be lunar months, but the use of 2 lunar
year was clearly very restricted : we have seen that as early as
the Taittiriya Brahmana there was a tendency to equate lunar
months with the twelve months of thirty days which made up

the solar year (see Masa).

The Naksatras and Chronology

~—(1) An endeavour has been

made to ascertain from the names of the months the period at
which the systematic employment of those names was intro-
duced. Sir William Jones™ refers to this possibility, and
Bentley, by the gratuitous assumption that Sravana always
marked the summer solstice, concluded that the names of the

months

did not date before B.C. 1181. Weber? considered

“ that there was a possibility of fixing a date by this means, but

Whitney® has convincingly shown
feat, and Thibaut!* concurs in this view.

that it is an impossible
Twelve became

fixed as the number of the months because of the desire,

evident in the Brahmanas, somehow or

other to harmonize

lunar with solar time; but the selection of twelve Naksatras
out of twenty-seven as connected with the night of full moon
can have no chronological significance, because full moon at

104 atapatha Brihmana, ii. 6. 3.
11 et seq.; vi. 2, 2, 18 ; xiii. 4, I, 4
Kaugitaki Brahmana, i. 3 iv.4; v. 1.

See also Caland, {Tber das vituelle Sitra’

des Baudhayona, 36, 37. and Masa.

105 Primarily an adjective, with masa
to be supplied —¢.g., Phalguna, * (the
month) connected with the Naksatra
Phalguni.’

108 Pajicaviméd Brahmana, v. 9, 8.

107 Kausitaki Brihmana, xix. 3.

108 Satapatha Brahmana, xi. 1, 1, 7.

100 Kausitaki Brahmana, xix. 2. 3.
10 Jpid. ; Satapatha Brahmana,
xiii. 8, 1, 4.  For the later list, sce
Weber, Naxatra, 2, 327, 328.

1t Asiatic Researches, 2, 296.

312 0p. cit., 2, 347, 348 ; Indische
Studien, 9, 455; 10, 230, 23I.

113 Journal of the Amevican Oriental
Society, 6, 413 8, 85 ¢t sef.

114 4 stronomie, Astrologie und Mathe-
matik, 16.



