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was due to the fact that the year was reckoned from the winter
solstice, which would coincide with the month of Philguna

about B.C. 4000.

hand, maintain that the choice

Oldenberg4! and Thibaut,* on the other
of Phalguna as the ‘ mouth’ of

the year was due to its being the first month of spring. This
view is favoured by the fact that there is distinct evidence®
of the correspondence of Phalguna and the beginning of spring :

as we have seen above in the Kausitaki

Brahmana, the new

moon,in Magha is placed at the winter solstice,’ which puts
the full moon of Phalguni at a month and a half after the
winter solstice, or in the first week of February, a date not in
itself improbable for about B.C. 800, and corresponding with
the February 7 of the veris imitium in the Roman Calendar.
This fact accords with the only natural division of the year
into three periods of four months, as the rainy season lasts from
June 7-10 to October 7-10, and it is certain that the second set

of four months dates from t

~ Caturmasya).

he beginning of the rains (see
Tilak,® on the other hand, holds that the

winter solstice coincided with Maghi full moon at the time of the

Taittirlya Samhita (B.C. 2350),

and Caitri in early periods—viz.,

4000.

and had coincided with Phalguni

B.C. 4000-2500, and B.C. 6000-

(5) The passages of'the Taittiriya Samhita® and the Pafica-

viméa Brihmana,¥" which treat the full moon in Phalguna as
the beginning of the year, give as an alternative the full moon
in Caitra. Probably the latter month was chosen so as to
secure that the initial day should fall well within the season of

spring,4® and was not, as Jacobi believes,
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