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sea either after union with the Indus or not, being the ‘iron
citadel,’ as the last boundary on the west, a frontier of the
Panjab against the rest of India. There is no conclusive
evidence of there having been any great change in the size or
ccourse of the Sarasvati, though it would be impossible to deny
that the river may easily have diminished in size. But there
are strong reasons to accept the identification of the later and
the earlier Sarasvati throughout. The insistence on the divine
character of the river is een in the very hymn!? which refers
to it as the suppart of the five tribes, and corresponds well with
its later sacredness. Moreover, that hymn alludes to the
Paravatas, a people shown by the later evidence of the Pafica-
viméa Brahmana'® to have been in the east, a very long way
from their original home, if Sarasvati means the Indus. Again,
the Parus, who were settled on the Sarasvati,!® could with great
difficulty be located in the far west. Moreover, the five tribes
might easily be held to be on the Sarasvati, when they were, as
they seem to have been, the western neighbours of the Bharatas
in Kuruksetra, and the Sarasvati could ‘easily be regarcled
as the boundary of the Panjab in that sense. Again, the
‘seven rivers’ in.one passage® clearly designate a district: it
is most probable that they are not the five rivers with the
Indus and the Kubha (Cabul river), but the five rivers, the
Indus and the Sarasvati. Nor is it difficult to see why the river
is said to flow to the sea: either the Vedic poet had never
followed  the course of the river to its end, or the river did
actually penetrate the desért either completely or for a long
-distance, and only in the Brahmapa period was its disappear-
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