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obscuration of the sun by a thunderstorm.® The Aitareya
Brihmana” presents a naive conception of the course of the
sun, which it regards as bright on one side only, and as
returning from west to east by the same road, but with the
reverse side turned towards the earth, thus at night illumiring
the stars in heaven.® .In the Rigveda® wonder is expressed
that the sun does not fall.

There are several references to eclipses in the Rigveda. In
one passage'? Svarbhanu, a demon, is said to have eclipsed the
sun with darkness, while Atrl restores the light of the sun, a
similar feat being elsewhere attributed to his family, the Atris2
In the Atharvaveda!? Rahu appears for the first time in con-
nexion with the sun. Indra’s defeat of Sirya® may also be
explained as alluding to an eclipse; in two other passages’®
such an interpretation seems at least probable. Ludwig! not
only argues that the Rigveda knows the theory of eclipses
caused by an occultation of the sun by the moon, and regards
the sun as going round the earth,® but even endeavours to
identify an eclipse referred to in the Rigveda with one that
occurred in 1029 B.C. Theee views are completely refuted by
Whitney.* .
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